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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Socata TB�0 Tobago, G-TEDS

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-360-A�AD p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �979 

Date & Time (UTC):  23 October 2007 at �3�0 hrs

Location:  Bruntingthorpe Airfield, Leicestershire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to nosewheel leg, propeller, eng�ne mount, 
cab�n roof, w�ngt�ps, ta�lplane and rear fuselage

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  73 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  573 hours (of wh�ch �65 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �� hours
 Last 28 days -   2 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The a�rcraft landed ‘sl�ghtly long’ on damp grass and 

then turned off the runway near the end �nto soft ground, 

or a h�dden hole, caus�ng the a�rcraft to �nvert.

History of the flight

The Socata TB�0 �s a four-seat a�rcraft w�th a low w�ng 

and tr�cycle land�ng gear.  The p�lot was return�ng to 

Bruntingthorpe airfield after a local flight.  Bruntingthorpe 

is an unlicensed airfield with a 3,000 m paved runway 

and a 800 m grass runway alongs�de �t.  The p�lot was on 

an approach to the grass Runway 24.  The w�nd was l�ght 

and var�able, and the v�s�b�l�ty was greater than 5 km 

w�th no cloud below 3,000 feet.  The surface cond�t�on 

of the runway at the time was firm but damp.

The a�rcraft approached the runway at about 75 KIAS 

with full flap.  The pilot reported that he touched down at 

about 70 KIAS, approx�mately 200 m beyond the runway 

threshold.  The a�rcraft d�d not decelerate at the expected 

normal rate so he appl�ed the brakes and �n�t�ated a left turn 

onto the grass turn�ng area to the left s�de of the runway.  

The a�rcraft slowed down but the nosewheel dug �nto soft 

ground or a h�dden hole �n the grass, caus�ng the a�rcraft 

to flip upside down.  The pilot and his passenger were able 

to ex�t the �nverted a�rcraft v�a the ma�n door.

Pilot’s assessment of the cause

The p�lot bel�eved that the damp grass may have 

reduced �ts fr�ct�on and �ncreased the a�rcraft’s ground 
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roll.  He was also not fam�l�ar w�th the grass area on 
to wh�ch he then turned, as he normally turned off the 
runway 50 m before the end.


