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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Aeromot AMT-200S Super X�mango, G-CECJ

No & Type of Engines:  � Rotax 9�2-S2 p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2006 

Date & Time (UTC):  �7 August 2007 at �520 hrs

Location:  Lasham Airfield, Hampshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Substant�al damage to land�ng gear, w�ngs, propeller, 
cowl�ngs and eng�ne bearer

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  68 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  505 hours (of wh�ch �2 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �0 hours
 Last 28 days -   5 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The aircraft was on approach to land at Lasham Airfield 
where extensive glider operations were taking place.  
Wh�lst h�s concentrat�on was focussed on these act�v�t�es, 
the p�lot fa�led to not�ce that the a�rcraft had become too 
close to the ground, wh�ch �t struck w�th a relat�vely 
high rate of descent just outside the perimeter track.  The 
a�rcraft stopped w�th major damage to the a�rframe but 
with only minor back injury to the pilot.

History of the flight

The pilot was on his third solo flight in the aircraft, 
which he had just acquired.  He had been advised to 
avo�d land�ngs w�th a crossw�nd component �n excess 
of 5 kt so, as he approached the Aerodrome Traffic Zone 

from the south at a he�ght of 2,000 feet, he was look�ng 

for signs of the wind direction and strength.  From some 

smoke �n the d�stance he est�mated that the w�nd strength 

had decreased somewhat from when he had taken off, 

but he could not see a windsock.

In add�t�on to a verbal account, the p�lot prov�ded a 

sketch (Figure 1) describing the activity on the airfield 

and the presence of an a�rborne gl�der to the south of 

the field, which he thought might be in contention for 

the landing area.  He decided that he would land on the 

grass just to the south of the paved Runway 27, �n order 

to avo�d a gl�der wh�ch was be�ng towed just �ns�de the 

southern perimeter track.  Mindful of the proximity of the 
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glider winch launch queue, he intended to touch down 
�mmed�ately after cross�ng the eastern per�meter track, 
as shown in the sketch.  He was also concerned about 
h�s own tendency to bounce or balloon when land�ng a 
ta�lwheel a�rcraft on grass, (although he cons�dered that 
he had overcome on his previous solo flying sessions).  
He tr�mmed the a�rcraft for a 60 kt gl�d�ng approach 
w�th the eng�ne at �dle and h�s r�ght hand on the a�rbrake 
lever.  

In�t�ally us�ng a fa�r amount of a�rbrake to ach�eve 
the selected touchdown po�nt, the p�lot then not�ced 

a veh�cle be�ng dr�ven towards h�m on the per�meter 
track and he was concerned that the�r two paths m�ght 
intersect.  However, as he watched, the vehicle turned 
onto the grass and stopped but, when h�s full attent�on 
returned to the approach, he suddenly real�sed that he 
was too low.  He immediately closed the airbrake but 
d�d not th�nk of open�ng the throttle as the a�rcraft struck 
the ground: he did not recall flaring but concluded that 
he must have ach�eved a roughly level p�tch att�tude 
because the tailwheel fork broke off at the first impact.  
The a�rcraft came to rest �n about three fuselage lengths 
in long grass and on upward‑sloping rough ground.  
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Reproduct�on of p�lot’s sketch
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The p�lot sw�tched off the electr�cs, opened the canopy 
and prepared to evacuate.  However, someone who 
had arr�ved almost �mmed�ately (probably the veh�cle 
dr�ver) adv�sed the p�lot to rema�n �n the cockp�t as he 
was in some pain from his back.  Although the pilot was 
subsequently assisted in leaving the aircraft, he was 
satisfied that he would have been able to so on his own 
if fire had threatened.

Analysis

The p�lot cand�dly adm�ts that the pr�mary cause of 
th�s acc�dent was h�s own fa�lure to ‘av�ate’ due to 
distraction from the ground activity.  In his opinion, the 
aircraft must have encountered a significant increase 
�n rate of descent due to ‘s�nk’ or a change of w�nd 
grad�ent wh�ch went unrecogn�sed due to h�s concerns 
with the ground activity.  In future, he has resolved to 
fly approaches with this possibility in mind, his hand 
on the throttle or ready to use �t, and w�th reference to 
the airspeed indicator.

The p�lot also commented that he should have 
cons�dered us�ng the relat�vely uncluttered area north 

of Runway 27 (although he had earl�er noted a gl�der 

hav�ng just landed �n that area, not shown on the 

sketch).  He cited several reasons why this did not 

seem attractive at the time.  Firstly, he would have 

to extend his flight considerably to the east in order 

not to cross the extended centreline of Runway 27.  

Secondly, h�s normal park�ng spot was on the southern 

side of the airfield and he was uneasy at facing a long 

tax� �n a h�gh aspect rat�o a�rcraft w�th wh�ch he was 

still relatively unfamiliar.  Thirdly, the small wheels 

on the a�rcraft were very vulnerable to �rregular�t�es 

in the ground and he had previously found difficulty 

cl�mb�ng the ‘step’ where the grass met tarmac 

runways or taxiways.

F�nally, �t �s understood that a temporary seat cush�on 

from domest�c furn�ture was be�ng used pend�ng arr�val 

of prev�ously-ordered energy-absorb�ng cush�ons and 

that th�s may have been at least part�ally respons�ble for 

the discomfort caused to the pilot’s back.




