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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Ikarus C42 FB80, G-SJEN

No & Type of Engines:  � Rotax 9�2-UL p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2004 

Date & Time (UTC):  �7 July 2007 at �8�5 hrs

Location:  ¼ nm east of Strathaven Airfield, Lanarkshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - �  Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to propeller, eng�ne, eng�ne cowl�ng, land�ng 
gear and fuselage .

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  36 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  255 hours (of wh�ch �45 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 67 hours
 Last 28 days - 22 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The a�rcraft was mak�ng an approach to land on 
Runway 09 when the p�lot assessed that the w�nd had 
sh�fted and favoured a land�ng on Runway 27.  He carr�ed 
out a missed approach and, having raised the flaps, 
entered a r�ght turn for a short c�rcu�t to the south, to 
position the aircraft on final approach for the reciprocal 
runway.   Dur�ng the turn the a�rcraft stalled and landed 
heavily in an almost level attitude in a field of long grass.  
The a�rcraft was extens�vely damaged but ne�ther the 
p�lot nor h�s passenger was �njured.

History of the flight

The a�rcraft, wh�ch was operat�ng close to �ts max�mum 
total we�ght author�sed (MTWA), was return�ng to the 

airfield after a short flight in the local area.  The surface 

w�nd was reported as hav�ng been from the east at 4.5 kt 

to 9 kt; tower�ng cumulus and cumulon�mbus clouds 

were nearby, over a r�dge of h�lls 4 nm to the south.  

The v�s�b�l�ty was greater than �0 km and the broken 

cloudbase overhead the airfield was at 3,000 ft agl.  The 

p�lot planned to land beyond the normal touchdown 

po�nt, touch�ng down on the smoother part of grass 

Runway 09.  On final approach, he noticed from the 

airfield’s windsock that, in the short period of time since 

be�ng on the downw�nd leg of the c�rcu�t, the w�nd had 

sh�fted through �80º and was now favour�ng a land�ng 

on Runway 27.  A go-around was commenced and the 

flaps were retracted; during the go-around lightning 
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was observed over the h�lls to the south.

The �ntent�on was to carry out a short c�rcu�t to the south 
of the airfield, over lower ground, before establishing 
the a�rcraft on left base for Runway 27 at 500 ft agl.  
As the a�rcraft turned to the r�ght over some trees, at a 
he�ght of approx�mately 300 ft agl, the p�lot reported that 
the controls became ineffective.  Witnesses at the airfield 
saw G-SJEN descend steeply before �t d�sappeared from 
v�ew beh�nd trees.  The p�lot has no recollect�on of 
the sequence of events between the controls becom�ng 
�neffect�ve and see�ng the propeller str�k�ng the ground 
as the aircraft slid to a halt in a field ¼ nm to the east of 
the airfield.  

Hav�ng made the a�rcraft safe, the p�lot and h�s passenger, 
who were both wear�ng four po�nt harnesses, vacated 
the a�rcraft through the�r respect�ve doors.  They were 
un�njured and were soon jo�ned by staff and members 
from the airfield.  Witness marks in the well established 

long grass �nd�cated that the a�rcraft had been �n a left 

w�ng low att�tude just before mak�ng a heavy three-po�nt 

land�ng on �ts land�ng gear.  Dur�ng the land�ng the nose 

and left ma�n land�ng gear collapsed and the a�rcraft came 

to a stop after slew�ng through about 90° to the left.

The a�rcraft suffered damage to the propeller, the nose 

and both ma�n land�ng gear, the fuselage, the eng�ne 

mounts and the eng�ne cowl�ng.

Meteorolog�cal observat�ons at �820 hrs at nearby 

Glasgow and Prestw�ck A�rports recorded surface w�nds 

from 240º at �� kt and from 260º at 8 kt, respect�vely.  The 

a�rcraft we�ghed 440 kg; close to �ts MTWA of 450 kg.

The p�lot concluded that the a�rcraft had stalled �n the 

turn.  He cons�dered that poss�ble w�ndshear, assoc�ated 

w�th the nearby cumulon�mbus clouds, a downdraught 

in the lee of the trees over which he flew and concern 

about the l�ghtn�ng were contr�butory factors.  


