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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-38-��2 Tomahawk, G-BMML

No & type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-235-L2A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �980 

Date & Time (UTC):  �2 September 2006 at �524 hrs

Location:  Barton Aerodrome, Manchester

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board:  Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  A�rcraft damaged beyond econom�c repa�r

Commander’s Licence:  Commerc�al P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  43 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  762 hours (of wh�ch 327 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 78 hours
 Last 28 days - 3� hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and AAIB �nqu�r�es

Synopsis

The instructor was teaching his student the short field 
takeoff techn�que from a grass str�p.  Shortly after tak�ng 
off the a�rcraft was seen to stall and crash �nto a hedge.  
Both the �nstructor and student were unhurt but the 
a�rcraft was damaged beyond econom�c repa�r.

History of the flight

The instructor had briefed the student on the short field 
takeoff techn�que w�th the �ntent�on that he would talk 
h�m through the departure and follow h�m through on 
the controls.  The a�rcraft was l�ned up on the threshold 
of Runway 09L, wh�ch �s a grass runway w�th a Takeoff 
Run Available (TORA) of 518 m.   One notch of flap 
(2�º) was selected and the a�rcraft was held on the brakes 

as the eng�ne power was �ncreased.  The brakes were 

released and as the a�r speed �ncreased the �nstructor 

noted that the eng�ne gauges read normally.  The rotat�on, 

accelerat�on �n ground effect and the �n�t�al part of the 

cl�mb went w�thout �nc�dent, but as the a�rcraft began 

to cl�mb away the �nstructor noted that the nose of the 

a�rcraft was too h�gh.  He therefore lowered the nose �nto 

the correct att�tude and �nstructed the student to ma�nta�n 

th�s att�tude; however the nose aga�n began to r�se and so 

the �nstructor took control of the a�rcraft.  At th�s po�nt 

the �nstructor reported that the controls felt ‘sloppy’ and 

he became aware that the a�rcraft was descend�ng.  He 

therefore lowered the nose and checked that the throttle 

lever was fully forward.  With insufficient runway 
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rema�n�ng on wh�ch to land, and consc�ous of a busy road 
d�rectly ahead, the �nstructor reported that he steered the 
a�rcraft towards a hedge �nto wh�ch �t then crashed.  The 
�nstructor and student, who were both unhurt, vacated 
the a�rcraft through the normal ex�ts.  The a�rcraft was 
extens�vely damaged as a result of h�tt�ng two concrete 
posts concealed �n the hedge.

Report from Flight Information Service Officer (FISO)

The FISO, who observed the a�rcraft tak�ng off from 
the tower, reported that at the t�me of the acc�dent the 
w�nd was from �60º at 5 kts.  He reported that dur�ng 
the takeoff run the accelerat�on seemed slow and once 
the a�rcraft reached the �ntersect�on of Runway 02/20 
the a�rcraft p�tched up and appeared to struggle to 
cl�mb away.  On reach�ng the end of Runway 09L 
the a�rcraft appeared to stall and to enter a steep 
nose-down p�tch att�tude.

The FISO reported that the emergency serv�ces 
responded �n good t�me, w�th the A�rport F�re Serv�ce 
responding immediately and the local fire service, 
ambulance and pol�ce arr�v�ng shortly afterwards.

Comments

The �nstructor reported that the a�rcraft was equ�pped 
w�th a vane type stall warner and that he was not aware 
of �t operat�ng dur�ng the acc�dent.  He bel�eves that 
the acc�dent happened because the a�rcraft p�tched up 
too much dur�ng the cl�mb caus�ng the a�rcraft to enter 
a stall.


