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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�tts S-�C Spec�al, G-BRVL

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng IO-320-B�A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �98� 

Date & Time (UTC):  �� August 2007 at �230 hrs

Location:  F�shburn, Co Durham

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 
  
Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Two w�ng t�ps damaged; spats broken

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  37 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  2,2�9 hours (of wh�ch �65 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 98 hours
 Last 28 days - 37 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The a�rcraft landed normally, then swung gently to the 
left and entered a wheat field where it came to a halt on 
�ts nose and a w�ng-t�p.

Pilot report

The pilot reported that following an uneventful flight 
from Leem�ng, he carr�ed out an overhead jo�n followed 
by an 800 ft c�rcu�t.    A s�de-sl�pped approach, w�th 
the r�ght w�ng down was carr�ed out at �00 mph.  The 
aircraft was flared, the wings were levelled and a 
tail‑wheel first landing carried out touching down just 
beyond the threshold. The a�rcraft soon settled on the 
main wheels although it became airborne again briefly 
as a consequence of a bump �n the grass surface.  The 
a�rcraft then dr�fted left and the p�lot made a moderate 

correct�on w�th r�ght rudder.  The throttle rema�ned 

closed from the touchdown, w�th the st�ck held fully 

back.  The left  lower w�ng then contacted long grass at 

the runway edge caus�ng the a�rcraft to sw�ng further to 

the left and enter a wheat field, despite full right rudder 

appl�cat�on.

On enter�ng the crops, the p�lot centred the rudder and 

a�lerons and the a�rcraft ran stra�ght wh�lst qu�ckly 

decelerat�ng.  The r�ght lower w�ng touched the ground 

and the a�rcraft came to rest on �ts sp�nner, the spats and 

the left upper w�ng-t�p.

The pilot concluded that although he flew a right wing 

down s�de-sl�pped approach, normal for the P�tts, the 
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unfam�l�ar narrow grass runway and the lack of v�s�b�l�ty 
of the left s�de of the str�p, coupled w�th a local surface 
camber to the left, influenced his ground run.  


