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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-28R-200-2 Cherokee Arrow II, G-AZSF

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng IO-360-C�C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �972 

Date & Time (UTC):  6 May 2008 at �5�5 hrs

Location:  Wellesbourne Mountford Airfield, Warwickshire

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Propeller damaged and eng�ne shock-loaded, damage to 
underside of fuselage and flaps

Commander’s Licence:  A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  48 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  6,778 hours (of wh�ch 200 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 65 hours
 Last 28 days - 23 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Whilst carrying out an assessment flight for the issue 
of a Certificate of Competence, the aircraft was landed 
w�th the land�ng gear �n the retracted pos�t�on. Due to 
a m�sunderstand�ng, the cand�date and the exam�ner 
each assumed the other had completed the final 
pre-land�ng checks.

History of the flight

The aircraft was being flown from the front left seat by 
the cand�date p�lot under the superv�s�on of an exam�ner 
in the right seat.  The purpose of the flight was to carry 
out a post-tra�n�ng sk�lls test to enable the exam�ner to 
issue a Certificate of Competence, CAA form F170A.  
Th�s �s a prerequ�s�te for undertak�ng a CAA sk�lls test 
for the �ssue of a Commerc�al P�lot’s L�cence.

The bulk of the assessment tasks had been completed 
and the aircraft had returned to the airfield to complete 
the remaining circuit elements.  During the first circuit, 
the exam�ner rem�nded the cand�date to call the ‘reds, 
blues and three greens’ check, out loud.  This is a final 
check before land�ng, to ensure the eng�ne m�xture and 
propeller controls are set to the correct pos�t�on and the 
land�ng gear �s locked down.

The second c�rcu�t was a bad weather c�rcu�t.  Th�s 
entails flying closer to the airfield and at a lower level 
than normal, to enable an a�rcraft to rema�n �n s�ght 
of the airfield in poor visibility.  The examiner called 
out “reds, blues and three greens” w�th the �ntent�on of 
rem�nd�ng the cand�date to call the checks out loud.  The 
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cand�date understood th�s call to mean these checks had 
been completed.

The a�rcraft landed w�th the land�ng gear retracted and 
sl�d to a stop on the runway.  The a�rcraft was shut down 
and the two un�njured occupants d�sembarked.

Comment

The exam�ner reported that he had been closely 
mon�tor�ng the cand�date’s bad weather c�rcu�t and 
approach, and had not not�ced that the land�ng gear 
rema�ned retracted.

The cand�date on hear�ng the �nstructor call ‘reds, blues 
and three greens’, assumed th�s meant the checks had 
been completed.  In th�s h�gh workload env�ronment 
the assumpt�on may well have been subconsc�ously 
re�nforced by the cross-cockp�t author�ty grad�ent and 
that dur�ng tra�n�ng a student becomes used to follow�ng 
d�rect�ons from an �nstructor.

The result was that the cand�date and the exam�ner each 
assumed the other had completed the final pre‑landing 
checks.


