AAIB Bulletin: 3/2012

G-BFPO

EW/G2011/11/06

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:
No & Type of Engines:
Year of Manufacture:
Date & Time (UTC):
Location:

Type of Flight:

Persons on Board:
Injuries:

Nature of Damage:
Commander’s Licence:
Commander’s Age:

Commander’s Flying Experience:

Information Source:

The aircraft was on its first flight after maintenance
to the right main landing gear microswitch. The pilot
had cycled the gear in flight satisfactorily and was
on approach to land. However, on selecting the gear
down, only two green lights illuminated. Believing
that the microswitch on the right main gear had shifted,
he continued with the landing. After touchdown the
aircraft’s nose dropped, allowing the propeller to
contact the runway and the pilot noticed that that it was
the nose gear green light which was not illuminated.
He applied full power and took off again with full flap,

with some vibration. The flaps were retracted and the

Rockwell Commander 112B, G-BFPO

1 Lycoming [0-360-C1D6 piston engine
1976

25 November 2011 at 1615 hrs
Coventry Airport
Private

Crew - 1 Passengers - None
Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Damage to propeller blades and engine shock-loaded
Private Pilot’s Licence

41 years

349 hours (of which 138 were on type)

Last 90 days - 38 hours

Last 28 days - 3 hours

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot

engine rpm was reduced in the climb out. The pilot
cycled the gear twice and obtained three greens, before
landing without further incident. Airfield fire service
personnel, who had seen sparks during the initial
touchdown, attended and the runway was searched and

cleared of debris.

The pilot considered that the recent maintenance to the
right gear had caused him to think there was a problem
with the right gear, when in fact the problem was with

the nose gear.
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