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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-30 Tw�n Comanche, N7EY

No & Type of Engines:  2 Lycom�ng IO-320-B�A p�ston eng�nes

Year of Manufacture:  �964 

Date & Time (UTC):  23 November 2007 at �345 hrs

Location:  Farley Farm Airstrip, Braishfield, Hampshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 
 
Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Left undercarr�age detached, left w�ng and propeller 
damaged, eng�ne shock loaded 

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  50 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  524 hours (of wh�ch  65 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 3� hours
 Last 28 days - 0.5 hour

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Approx�mately 40 metres �nto the takeoff roll, the 
a�rcraft veered to the r�ght, departed the grass runway 
and entered a field, causing the left main landing gear to 
detach and the left w�ng and propeller to be damaged.  

The p�lot bel�eved that the brakes may not have been 
fully released pr�or to commenc�ng the takeoff roll.  

History of the flight

The a�rcraft had been pos�t�oned at Farley Farm a�rstr�p 
for a maintenance check and for various modifications 
to be carr�ed out.  Th�s work had been completed and the 
purpose of the flight was to return the aircraft to its base 
at Wh�te Waltham.  The weather cond�t�ons at the t�me 

were good v�s�b�l�ty and a l�ght north-easterly w�nd.  The 

cond�t�on of the grass runway was reportedly damp.  

The pilot noted nothing abnormal during his pre-flight 

checks.  He chose Runway 24 for takeoff as the w�nd 

was l�ght and Runway 06 had an upslope.  He checked 

the rudder and brakes dur�ng tax� and both performed 

sat�sfactor�ly.  Wh�lst perform�ng the pre-takeoff checks, 

the a�rcraft moved forward sl�ghtly so he reappl�ed the 

brakes.  G�ven that there was a sl�ght ta�lw�nd for the 

takeoff, the p�lot brought the eng�nes up to full power 

before releas�ng the brakes.  Everyth�ng seemed normal, 

unt�l about 40 metres �nto the takeoff roll, when the 

a�rcraft suddenly veered to the r�ght, departed the runway 
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and entered a field.  It travelled over rough ground, 
caus�ng the left ma�n land�ng gear to detach, result�ng 
�n damage to the left w�ng and propeller.  The p�lot was 
uninjured and shut down the aircraft prior to exiting in 
the normal manner.

On exam�n�ng the tyre tracks �n the grass, he concluded 
that the ma�nwheels had locked up dur�ng the takeoff 

roll, poss�bly due to the brakes not hav�ng been fully 
released.  In h�nds�ght, he felt that �t would have been 
prudent to check that the brakes were fully off, by 
allow�ng the a�rcraft to roll forward a short d�stance 
before commenc�ng the takeoff roll.    


