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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Mainair Rapier microlight, G-MZON

No & type of Engines:  � Rotax 503-2V p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �998 

Date & Time (UTC):  5 July 2006 at �4:29 hrs

Location:  Selby Home Farm, Stanton, Netherw�tton, 
Northumberland

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers  - �

Injuries:  Crew - � (Ser�ous) Passengers  - � (Ser�ous)

Nature of Damage:  A�rcraft tr�ke un�t destroyed

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  46 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  Approx�mately �07 hours (of wh�ch 50 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 5 hours
 Last 28 days - 0 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The a�rcraft fa�led to cl�mb away after takeoff and �n order 

to avo�d coll�d�ng w�th a bu�ld�ng, the p�lot attempted to 

make a r�ght turn.  The a�rcraft then descended rap�dly 

out of control and coll�ded w�th a dry stone wall.

History of the flight

Prior to the accident flight, the pilot had completed an 

uneventful solo flight.  On that occasion he had taken 

off to the west, accept�ng a sl�ght ta�lw�nd, as the a�rstr�p 

slopes downh�ll �n th�s d�rect�on.  He noted that the 

cl�mb performance had been poor, but attr�buted th�s to 

the ta�lw�nd.  

The pilot then planned to undertake a further flight 

w�th a passenger.  Not�ng from the w�nd sock that the 

easterly w�nd had �ncreased �n strength, he dec�ded to 

take off �nto w�nd th�s t�me, even though the str�p sloped 

upwards, as �t had been recently lengthened to g�ve an 

�ncreased marg�n of safety when tak�ng off uph�ll.  He 

ensured that h�s passenger was securely strapped �n and 

br�efed h�m pr�or to departure.  The p�lot then tax�ed 

the a�rcraft to the beg�nn�ng of the str�p, checked that 

the tr�m and hang po�nt were correctly set and appl�ed 

full power for takeoff.  The a�rcraft l�fted off at 50 mph 

and cl�mbed to a he�ght of 50 ft, but fa�led to cl�mb any 

h�gher.  Real�s�ng that they were �n danger of coll�d�ng 

w�th one of the bu�ld�ngs beyond the eastern end of the 

str�p, he attempted to make a r�ght turn.  The a�rcraft then 
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descended rap�dly out of control and struck a dry stone 
wall, caus�ng severe �njur�es to the p�lot and passenger 
and severely damag�ng the tr�ke.  A local landowner 
ass�sted �n the�r evacuat�on.

The weather cond�t�ons at the t�me of the acc�dent were 
good, w�th an easterly w�nd of approx�mately 8 kt and an 
ambient temperature of around +30ºC.

In the p�lot’s assessment, contr�butory factors to the 
acc�dent were the reduced cl�mb performance due to the 
h�gh amb�ent temperature and the poss�b�l�ty of a down 
draft or rotor effect from the bu�ld�ngs and trees located 
near the eastern end of the str�p.




