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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  M�les M65 Gem�n� �A, G-AkHP

No & Type of Engines:  2 Blackburn C�rrus M�nor II p�ston eng�nes

Year of Manufacture:  �947 

Date & Time (UTC):  30 July 2007 at �703 hrs

Location:  Shoreham Airfield, Sussex

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 
  
Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to rudder of adjacent a�rcraft

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  N/k

Commander’s Flying Experience:  2,000 hours (of wh�ch 0 were on type)
 Last 90 days - N�l 
 Last 28 days - N�l

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and add�t�onal AAIB �nqu�r�es

Synopsis

Wh�lst tax��ng away from the fuel pumps, the wheel 
brakes became �neffect�ve.  In an attempt to stop the 
a�rcraft us�ng the park�ng brake lever, the lever fa�led.  
Desp�te shutt�ng down both eng�nes, the a�rcraft rolled 
forward and coll�ded w�th the ta�l of a parked T�ger 
Moth, caus�ng damage to �ts rudder.

Circumstances of the accident

The a�rcraft had recently been acqu�red by the owner.  
His intention was to conduct a familiarisation flight from 
Shoreham to L�ttle Staughton w�th a passenger, who had 
approx�mately 20 hours exper�ence on type.  

After start�ng the eng�nes the a�rcraft was tax�ed to the 

fuel pumps.  Brake operat�on was normal dur�ng the tax� 

and held the a�rcraft w�th the eng�nes runn�ng wh�lst 

wa�t�ng for another a�rcraft to complete refuell�ng.  It 

then pulled forward and the eng�nes were shut down as 

the a�rcraft was parked by the fuel pumps.  

After refuell�ng, the eng�nes were restarted, the brakes 

were released and the a�rcraft started to roll forward.  At 

th�s po�nt the p�lot attempted to turn the a�rcraft to the r�ght 

but found that �t would not respond e�ther to d�fferent�al 

brak�ng �nputs or to the park�ng brake lever on the 

�nstrument panel.  In the attempt to stop the a�rcraft, the 

lever fractured at �ts base and bent backwards.  The p�lot 

stopped the eng�nes by sw�tch�ng off both magnetos, but 
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the a�rcraft cont�nued to roll at a slow walk�ng pace unt�l 
�t struck the ta�l of a T�ger Moth a�rcraft that was parked 
close to the tax�way.  The Gem�n� was undamaged, but 
m�nor damage was caused to the T�ger Moth’s rudder.
  
The Gem�n� a�rcraft �s equ�pped w�th cable operated drum 
brakes; pull�ng the ratcheted park�ng brake lever appl�es 
the brakes to both ma�n wheels, but v�a a m�x�ng un�t that 
also enables the brakes to be appl�ed d�fferent�ally us�ng 
the rudder pedals.  The owner of the a�rcraft �n�t�ated 
an �nvest�gat�on of the brak�ng system after the �nc�dent 

but found no fa�led component other than the operat�ng 
lever.  However, he cons�dered that th�s fa�led as a result 
of excess�ve force appl�ed dur�ng h�s �ncreas�ngly frant�c 
efforts to halt the a�rcraft. 
 
The brake system r�gg�ng procedure �s somewhat 
complex and the nature of the des�gn �s such, �n the 
op�n�on of the owner, that a small r�gg�ng error can result 
�n a d�sproport�onate loss of brak�ng effect�veness.  After 
re-r�gg�ng the system, the brakes operated sat�sfactor�ly.  


