
97

 AAIB Bulletin: 7/2006 G-GLSS EW/G2006/04/05 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: Agusta Bell 206B, G-GLSS

No & Type of Engines: � All�son 250-C20 turboshaft eng�ne

Year of Manufacture: �968

Date & Time (UTC): 5 Apr�l 2006 at �423 hrs

Location: Southend A�rport, Essex

Type of Flight: Tra�n�ng

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage: Helicopter destroyed

Commander’s Licence: Student P�lot

Commander’s Age: 55 years

Commander’s Flying Experience: 36 hours   (all on type)
 Last 90 days - �8 hours
 Last 28 days -   3 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the 
�nstructor p�lot and a statement from the student p�lot

Synopsis

The student pilot was flying a solo circuit exercise 
under the close supervision of his instructor.  After 
a sat�sfactory c�rcu�t the hel�copter p�lot attempted a 
normal landing.  In the subsequent descent the helicopter 
started to yaw and struck the ground, caus�ng both 
sk�ds to break off; �t cont�nued to yaw wh�lst rema�n�ng 
substantially upright.  As the yaw ceased, the main 
rotor blades h�t the ground, destroy�ng themselves 
and causing extensive damage to the helicopter.  The 
student p�lot rece�ved a head wound but was able to 
secure and vacate the helicopter.

History of the flight

The helicopter had flown from its base at Earls Colne 
�n Essex to Southend A�rport, crewed by an �nstructor 
pilot and his student.  The student pilot had flown less 
than two hours solo; th�s had �ncluded solo c�rcu�t 
exerc�ses on the prev�ous two days and h�s �nstructor 
remarked that the student had handled the exerc�ses 
well.  Runway 06 was in use at Southend, with CAVOK 
conditions and a surface wind from 010º (M) at 6 kt.  
The weather cond�t�ons were s�m�lar to those the student 
had experienced during the previous solo exercises.  
Helicopter circuits at Southend were flown parallel to, 
and to the north of, the main runway.

After arriving at Southend a dual circuit was flown 
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from a grass area adjacent to the runway. This was 
handled sat�sfactor�ly by the student, so the �nstructor 
then br�efed h�m for solo c�rcu�ts, rem�nd�ng the student 
of the expected handling differences when flying solo.  
The �nstructor also re-pos�t�oned a ballast we�ght, wh�ch 
would help counter the effects of flying without the 
instructor’s weight in the helicopter.  The instructor 
observed the student’s first circuit, which appeared good 
but w�th the comment that the trans�t�on to the hover was 
a little fast and the landing itself was not at the specified 
point.  The second circuit was very similar to the first 
�n�t�ally, w�th a s�m�lar sl�ght overshoot of the des�red 
landing area.  As the helicopter descended to a low hover 
�t began to yaw to the left and r�ght by up to �0º �n each 
direction.  The student was not happy with the hover so 
he �ncreased the hover he�ght to 6 to 8 ft wh�lst stab�l�s�ng 
the helicopter.  

The hel�copter then descended and aga�n began to yaw 
to the left.  The rear part of the left skid touched the 
ground and caused the rate of rotat�on to �ncrease as 
the helicopter pivoted about the contact point.  The 
hel�copter struck the ground, and the sk�ds broke away 
wh�le �t cont�nued to yaw wh�le the fuselage body 
remained upright.   It stopped rotating after about 400º 
of yaw and started to settle to one side.  At this point the 

ma�n rotor blades struck the ground and were destroyed, 
wh�le the rotor head and ma�n gearbox assembly were 
ripped from the fuselage and the tail boom detached.  
The student shut down the eng�ne and secured the 
hel�copter wh�lst h�s �nstructor rushed to the scene to 
assist. There was no fire, but the student sustained a 
head injury which required stitches.

Crash rescue

Once the �nstructor had helped the student to a safe 
place away from the hel�copter wreckage, he tr�ed to 
attract the attent�on of staff �n the control tower, s�tuated 
across the runway near the terminal buildings.  Initially 
all he could do was to wave a h�gh v�s�b�l�ty jacket but, 
when no help was forthcom�ng, he ventured back �nto 
the hel�copter to retr�eve a mob�le phone wh�ch he used 
to call the tower directly. 

Having cleared the student pilot to ‘land at your discretion 
north of runway’, the ATC aerodrome controller saw the 
helicopter come to a low hover in the expected place.  He 
then turned his attention to an aircraft on final approach 
to Runway 06 and was not aware that the hel�copter had 
crashed.  He was only alerted to the fact when the Airport 
F�re Serv�ce contacted h�m by rad�o to request clearance 
to attend the accident on the ‘north grass’. 


