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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Brantly B-2, N276SA

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng IVO-360-AIA   

Year of Manufacture:  �967

Date & Time (UTC):  �7 October 2007 at �340 hrs

Location:  Flixton Airfield (Disused), near Bungay, Suffolk

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  A�rcraft destroyed

Commander’s Licence:  A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  66 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  9,330 hours (of wh�ch 85 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 76 hours
 Last 28 days - �2 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the 
exam�ner and statement made by the operator

Synopsis

The p�lot and exam�ner were carry�ng out a pract�ce 
engine failure as part of a Licence Proficiency Check, 
when the eng�ne stopped.  The exam�ner took control and 
made an eng�ne-off land�ng dur�ng wh�ch the sk�ds dug 
�nto soft ground, caus�ng the a�rcraft to roll on �ts s�de.  
The cause of the engine failure has not been identified 
but was probably due to m�shandl�ng of the throttle.  A 
mechan�cal fa�lure cannot be ruled out as the operator 
d�d not prov�de ma�ntenance records for the a�rcraft. 

History of the flight

The p�lot had engaged an exam�ner to carry out h�s 
Licence Proficiency Check (LPC).  The aircraft departed 
Beccles Airfield, where it was based, at about 1300 hrs 

and flew to a private site 3 nm from the airfield to 

commence the test.  The w�nd at the t�me was from the 

north-west and reported at �0 kt by the exam�ner and �n 

excess of 28 kt by the p�lot under test.  V�s�b�l�ty was 

good w�th FEW clouds at 2,500 ft.

At the pr�vate s�te the p�lot conducted var�ous land�ngs 

under the superv�s�on of the exam�ner.  The exam�ner 

then requested the p�lot to carry out an eng�ne-off land�ng 

at the s�te but the p�lot was concerned about the presence 

of some wires and so the examiner instructed him to fly 

to a disused airfield at Flixton to carry out the exercise 

�nstead.
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With the aircraft over the disused airfield at 1,500 ft agl, 
the exam�ner asked the p�lot to carry out a pract�ce 
eng�ne fa�lure.  The p�lot d�d so, recover�ng from the 
autorotat�on at about 600 ft agl before cl�mb�ng back to 
2,000 ft agl.  The exam�ner bel�eved the p�lot had not 
used the throttle appropriately during the first practice 
eng�ne fa�lure and after hav�ng br�efed h�m, �nstructed 
h�m to carry out the exerc�se aga�n.  It appears that 
there was d�sagreement between the two p�lots over the 
proper use of the throttle for the exerc�se.  The p�lot 
entered a further autorotat�on, dur�ng wh�ch the eng�ne 
stopped. 
 
Once the exam�ner real�sed the eng�ne had stopped he 
took control and cont�nued the autorotat�on w�th the 
�ntent�on of carry�ng out an eng�ne-off land�ng on the 
disused airfield.  The examiner stated he commenced a 
flare at about 100 ft agl, judging that the aircraft was 
go�ng to touch down just short of a tax�way wh�ch was 
runn�ng across �ts path.  He was concerned that the 
a�rcraft sk�ds m�ght h�t a ra�sed edge to the tax�way 
wh�lst runn�ng on and so dec�ded to attempt to clear �t  
by stopping the flare.  The aircraft cleared the taxiway 
before touch�ng down and runn�ng on for a short 
d�stance.  The front of the sk�ds then dug �nto the soft 
ground, roll�ng the a�rcraft onto �ts s�de, the ma�n rotors 
cutt�ng through the ta�l and h�tt�ng part of the canopy.  
The exam�ner rece�ved m�nor �njur�es as a result of the 
�mpact but both p�lots were able to vacate the a�rcraft 
una�ded before contact�ng the emergency serv�ces by 
mob�le telephone.  The p�lot reported that the emergency 
serv�ces arr�ved approx�mately 20 m�nutes later, hav�ng 
had difficulty locating and accessing the accident site 
due to the disused status of the airfield.

Aircraft maintenance and insurance status 

The p�lot could not prov�de any ev�dence that the a�rcraft 
had e�ther val�d �nsurance or had been ma�nta�ned �n 

accordance w�th the necessary requ�rements.  He stated 
that wh�lst he was the operator, the a�rcraft was owned 
by a trust �n the USA w�th wh�ch he had no connect�on 

and to which he made no financial contribution to be 
able to use the a�rcraft.  The a�rcraft was also reg�stered 
�n the USA.

The p�lot stated that the owners would send an eng�neer 
over from the USA to carry out scheduled ma�ntenance, 
but that he had no �nformat�on ava�lable to h�m �nform�ng 
h�m when such ma�ntenance was due.  S�m�larly, he 
stated that the a�rcraft’s �nsurance was dealt w�th by the 
trust and aga�n, he had no �nformat�on about �t.

Enqu�r�es by the AAIB revealed that the a�rcraft was 
owned by a trust based �n Cornwall, UK wh�ch �s 
used by var�ous people to reg�ster N reg�stered a�rcraft 
operat�ng �n the UK.  Art�cle 8(�) of the A�r Nav�gat�on 

Order (ANO) requires an aircraft flying in the UK to 
be registered and in possession of a valid Certificate of 
Airworthiness.  The USA Certificate of Airworthiness is 
non-exp�r�ng and for a�rcraft of th�s we�ght, �s normally 
rendered val�d by an appropr�ate annual �nspect�on/
check.  The p�lot was unable to prov�de ev�dence of 
when the last �nspect�on/check was conducted.

Brantly Flight Manual

Under a sect�on ent�tled ‘POWER OFF LANDINGS’ 
the manual states the follow�ng:

‘The throttle should not be cut back to idle as it 
might result in engine stoppage.  An engine speed 
of 2,000 RPM is recommended.  Abrupt throttle 
changes should be avoided.’

CAA Flight Examiners’ Handbook (Helicopters)

Th�s handbook prov�des a reference for exam�ners 
to ensure flight tests are carried out using current 
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and standard�sed procedures.  Annex 6 relates to the 
LPC and requ�res the exam�ner to check a�rcraft 
documentat�on pr�or to conduct�ng the test and for the 
pre‑flight briefing to include instructions on how the 
throttle should be used dur�ng s�mulated malfunct�ons.

ANO 2005 Article 126

This requires that all flight instruction and testing for the 
purpose of becoming qualified for the grant of a pilot’s 
l�cence or the �nclus�on of an a�rcraft rat�ng must be 
carr�ed out at a l�censed aerodrome or at a UK Government 
aerodrome.  Test�ng for the renewal of an ex�st�ng rat�ng 
does not fall under the prov�s�on of th�s art�cle.

Analysis

Statements by both the exam�ner and the p�lot suggest 
the eng�ne stoppage was caused by the �ncorrect use of 
the throttle dur�ng autorotat�on.  However, at the t�me 
of wr�t�ng there has been no �nspect�on made of the 
eng�ne, wh�ch �tself was poss�bly overdue ma�ntenance 
act�on and a mechan�cal fa�lure cannot therefore be 
ruled out. 

Had a complete pre‑flight brief been conducted any 
d�fference �n op�n�on about the operat�on of the throttle 
should have been resolved prior to the flight taking 
place.  Equally any deficiency in the aircraft’s insurance 
or ma�ntenance status would have become apparent had 
the appropr�ate documents been checked.  

Wh�lst �t m�ght be argued a lack of �nsurance has no 
direct flight safety implications, a lack of appropriate 
cover can have devastat�ng effects on those who suffer 
the consequences of an acc�dent.

F�nally, the forced land�ng result�ng from the eng�ne 
fa�lure m�ght have been more successful had �t been 
conducted over an area w�th a surface more su�ted to 
run-on land�ngs.  Th�s, comb�ned w�th the presence 
of ded�cated emergency serv�ces, makes the use of a 
licensed airfield for such exercises prudent whether 
requ�red by the regulat�ons or not. 
 


