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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-28-�40 Cherokee, G-AVGD

No & type of Engines:  Lycom�ng  IO-320-E2A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �967 

Date & Time (UTC):  9 September 2006 at �324 hrs

Location:  Wellesbourne Mountford Airfield, Warwickshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries:  Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - � (M�nor)
 
Nature of Damage:  Collapsed nosewheel, damage to r�ght w�ng t�p, nose 

unders�de, propeller and eng�ne mounts  

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  47 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �05 hours (of wh�ch 9 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �0 hours
 Last 28 days -   3 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Wh�lst land�ng �n a cross-w�nd from the left, the a�rcraft 
veered v�olently to the left as the nosewheel contacted 
the ground.  The p�lot bel�eved that th�s resulted from a 
comb�nat�on of a gust of w�nd and the appl�cat�on of too 
much left rudder together w�th left a�leron.

History of the flight

Following an uneventful flight from Cranfield, the 
a�rcraft jo�ned the c�rcu�t at Wellesbourne Mountford 
and positioned onto final approach for Runway 18.  The 
w�nd was reported as �00º/�� kt and the p�lot adopted the 
crab techn�que as he al�gned the a�rcraft w�th the runway 
centreline.  On short final approach he selected full flap 
and changed to the w�ng down method, �e he appl�ed 

left a�leron and r�ght rudder.  As the a�rcraft crossed the 

threshold the speed had reduced to about 65 mph; the 

p�lot �ncreased �t sl�ghtly by apply�ng a l�ttle more power.  

Touchdown on the ma�n wheels was reportedly smooth 

and occurred approx�mately �80 m from the threshold.  

However, when the nosewheel contacted the runway, the 

a�rcraft veered v�olently to the left and actually turned 

onto a d�sused runway that �ntersected Runway �8 some 

250 m from the threshold.  Dur�ng the turn, the r�ght 

w�ng t�p struck the ground but the a�rcraft subsequently 

r�ghted �tself.  As �t d�d so, the nosewheel collapsed, 

the propeller struck the ground and the a�rcraft came 

to an �mmed�ate halt.  The p�lot turned off the fuel and 

master sw�tch, and both occupants vacated the a�rcraft 



27©  Crown copyr�ght 2007

 AAIB Bulletin: 2/2007 G-AVGD EW/G2006/09/10 

without difficulty.  The only injuries were a graze to 
the passenger’s left leg, w�th the p�lot susta�n�ng a cut 
finger.  

The p�lot has subsequently commented that the a�rcraft 
may have encountered a gust between the ma�n and 

nosewheels touch�ng down.  As an �nst�nct�ve react�on 
to be�ng pushed to the r�ght, he cons�dered that he may 
have �nadvertently appl�ed too much left rudder, wh�ch, 
w�th left a�leron already appl�ed, may have caused the 
v�olent turn to the left.  


