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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-32R-300 Lance, G-DTCP

No & type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng IO-540-K�G5D p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �977 

Date & Time (UTC):  25 August 2006 at �4�� hrs

Location:  Cranfield Airport, Bedfordshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passenger(s) - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passenger(s) - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Nosewheel collapse, propeller damaged, eng�ne 
shockloaded and eng�ne exhaust stubs crushed

Commander’s Licence:  A�r Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  5� years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  26,000 hours (of wh�ch �60 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 250 hours
 Last 28 days -   80 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Dur�ng tax� the GPS assembly fell from the r�ght 
�nstrument panel.  The commander attempted to catch 
the un�t, w�th the a�rcraft st�ll �n mot�on.  Wh�lst the 
commander was d�stracted the a�rcraft departed the 
tax�way, caus�ng the a�rcraft to s�nk �nto a ‘french’ dra�n, 
lead�ng to the collapse of the nosewheel.

History of the flight

The commander’s intention was to fly a private flight 
from Cranfield to Farnborough.  The commander taxied 
the a�rcraft toward hold�ng po�nt A� for Runway 2�.  
As he passed the cross�ng for Runway �8, the GPS 
assembly fell from the r�ght �nstrument panel, pull�ng 
�ts w�r�ng w�th �t.  As �t appeared that the fall�ng un�t 

m�ght cause damage, the commander attempted to 
catch �t, requ�r�ng h�m to stretch across the r�ght seat.  
At th�s po�nt the a�rcraft was st�ll �n mot�on and was 
approaching a series of bends in the taxiway, firstly to 
the r�ght followed by a turn left.  The a�rcraft dr�fted to 
the left of the centre l�ne and departed the hard surface 
of the tax�way.  The commander attempted to rega�n 
the tax�way us�ng the rudder pedals, but the nosewheel 
sank �nto a ‘french’ dra�n that ran along the s�de of 
the tax�way.  The nosewheel subsequently collapsed 
caus�ng damage to the propeller and eng�ne.  The 
commander d�d not suffer any �njur�es and was able to 
ex�t the a�rcraft �n the normal manner.
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The GPS assembly had been held �n place on the 
�nstrument panel by the use of double-s�ded st�cky 
tape.  The commander suggested that the amb�ent heat 
had allowed the tape to soften, reduc�ng �ts adhes�ve 
propert�es and allow�ng the un�t to fall.

The commander has adm�tted, �n h�nds�ght, that he 
should not have been d�stracted by the fall�ng GPS 

assembly and, �nstead of try�ng to catch the un�t w�th 
the a�rcraft st�ll �n mot�on, he should have stopped the 
a�rcraft and then dealt w�th the s�tuat�on.  As a result 
of th�s acc�dent, the commander now makes a po�nt of 
check�ng the secur�ty of all ‘temporary’ �nstruments.


