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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Yak-52, G-YAKI

No & Type of Engines:  �  Ivchenko Vedeneyev M-�4P p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �986 

Date & Time (UTC):  7 September 2006 at �800 hrs

Location:  Popham Airfield, Hampshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passenger - �

Injuries:  Crew - None Passenger - None  

Nature of Damage:  Broken propeller; minor damage to flaps; two small 
dents to r�ght w�ng lead�ng edge

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  44 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  ��3 hours (of wh�ch �2 were on type)
 Last 90 days - � hour
 Last 28 days - � hour

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Following an uneventful local flight, the aircraft landed 
w�th �ts land�ng gear retracted.

History of the flight

On returning to Popham airfield after an uneventful 
20 minute local flight, the aircraft joined the cross-wind 
leg for a r�ght-hand c�rcu�t on Runway 03.  The p�lot 
reports that, at th�s po�nt, he attempted to lower the 
land�ng gear but the lever would not move beyond 
the MID or OFF select�on and the land�ng gear would 
not lower.  After several orb�ts, dur�ng wh�ch he made 
several further unsuccessful attempts, he made a pass 
over the airfield followed by a steep pull-up.  As this had 
no effect, the p�lot reports that late on the downw�nd leg 

he operated the emergency lower�ng system and that 

he heard the h�ss�ng of a�r but the land�ng gear stayed 

retracted.

The p�lot states that, as h�s passenger was now feel�ng 

s�ck, he dec�ded to land w�th the gear retracted but 

with the engine rotating and flaps extended.  Although 

�t was part of the des�gn �ntent�on that the Yak-52 

would be able to land w�th the land�ng gear retracted 

w�th m�n�mal damage, �t �s �nev�table that, �f the 

propeller �s st�ll rotat�ng, then damage to th�s (and the 

engine) will occur and, if the flaps are extended, they 

too w�ll �ncur damage.  The a�rcraft rolled to a halt 

w�th the expected damage, plus some m�nor dents �n 
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the lead�ng edge of the r�ght w�ng cons�stent w�th the 
wheels-up land�ng. The p�lot and passenger evacuated 
normally w�thout �njury.

After fitment of a replacement engine and propeller and 
some temporary a�rframe repa�rs, the a�rcraft was ferr�ed 

to �ts ma�ntenance organ�sat�on at Wh�te Waltham, who 
are spec�al�sts �n Yak a�rcraft.  There, extens�ve test�ng of 
the land�ng gear system d�d not repl�cate the symptoms 
reported by the p�lot and no faults were found. 


