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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Thruster T600N 450, G-CCCH

No & type of Engines:  �  Jab�ru A�rcraft Pty 2200A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2003 

Date & Time (UTC):  �5 July 2006 at �330 hrs

Location:  Cloughan Lane, Ballyclare

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries:  Crew - None  Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Severe damage to wings, fuselage and vertical fin

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  33 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  73 hours (of wh�ch 53 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �� hours
 Last 28 days -   4 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Whilst taking off from a grass field, the aircraft struck a 
hedge and overturned.

History of the flight

The pilot was landing at a private field belonging to a 
fr�end, about one m�le to the north of Ballyclare.  He 
assessed the w�nd as 2 to 3 kt from the south and made 
three pract�ce approaches at lower�ng he�ghts, dur�ng 
wh�ch he not�ced some buffet�ng on approach and cl�mb 
out, but this did not concern him.  The field was roughly 
square �n shape w�th power cables and trees runn�ng 
along the south-eastern boundary, so the p�lot landed on 
a south-easterly head�ng w�thout �nc�dent, stopp�ng �n 
approx�mately ¼ of the d�stance ava�lable.

After a stay of about 45 m�nutes, he and h�s passenger 
boarded the aircraft for the return flight.  He  judged that 
the w�nd cond�t�ons had not changed, so he elected to 
taxi the aircraft to the south-eastern corner of the field to 
commence the takeoff run �n a north-westerly d�rect�on.  
H�s rat�onale for do�ng th�s was to max�m�se the d�stance 
available (ie diagonally across the field) and to avoid 
the cables, even though �t meant there was a sl�ght 
crosswind at 90° to the aircraft’s heading.  After briefing 
his passenger and completing the pre-flight checks, the 
p�lot appl�ed full power and commenced h�s takeoff roll.  
From the beg�nn�ng, he had appl�ed sl�ght back pressure 
on the control column to protect the nosewheel and, 
w�th the a�rcraft just a�rborne, he relaxed the pressure 
to enable �t to accelerate.  However �t became apparent 
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that the a�rcraft was not go�ng to clear a 5-foot hedge on 
the field boundary and the pilot tried to coax the aircraft 
over the hedge and accept a forced touchdown �n the 
next field, which he knew was suitable.  Unfortunately 
the a�rcraft’s wheels h�t the top of the hedge, p�tch�ng 
it forward nose-first into the field whereupon it stopped 
immediately and flipped onto its back.

The p�lot and passenger ex�ted the a�rcraft un�njured and 
unass�sted v�a the doors: the p�lot turned off the master 
sw�tch and the fuel and alerted the emergency serv�ces.

The p�lot c�ted the follow�ng factors as causal to the 
acc�dent:

•	 The grass had recently been cut for s�lage but 
fresh growth had had an adverse effect on the 
a�rcraft’s performance.

•	 The amb�ent temperature was 26 C° - the 

warmest day of that per�od – and the effects 

on eng�ne and cl�mb performance were 

significant.

•	 The dec�s�on to take off w�th a cross-w�nd, 

although th�s was somewhat forced upon h�m 

by the presence of obstruct�ons. 

In summary, although he states that he was aware of 

the �nd�v�dual effects of the three factors on takeoff 

performance, the combined effects “were significantly 

more than the sum of the parts”.


