
70©  Crown copyr�ght 2008

 AAIB Bulletin: 4/2008  G-MTIA EW/G2007/04/27 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Gem�n� Flash IIA, G-MTIA

No & Type of Engines:  � Rotax 503 p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �987 

Date & Time (UTC):  �8 Apr�l 2007 at �700 hrs

Location:  Caernarfon A�rport, Wales

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to keel, front strut and left s�de strut

Commander’s Licence:  Student p�lot

Commander’s Age:  69 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  65 hours (of wh�ch  2 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 5 hours
 Last 28 days - 3 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

During his first solo flight, the student misjudged the 
flare and the aircraft landed heavily and bounced. The 
student �n�t�ated a go-around and dur�ng the subsequent 
c�rcu�t the a�rcraft handled normally. On land�ng, the 
front strut and the tr�ke keel fa�led, and the a�rcraft came 
to a halt on the runway.

History of the flight

The aircraft was being flown by its owner, who was a 
student pilot on his first solo flight. The weather was 
good, w�th a l�ght w�nd and good v�s�b�l�ty. The student 
had just completed two c�rcu�ts for Runway 26 w�th 
h�s �nstructor; the c�rcu�ts and land�ngs were assessed 
as sat�sfactory. The student was then br�efed for a solo 
flight using the same runway. 

The solo c�rcu�t progressed normally unt�l after 
completing the final turn. The student then decided 
that rather than flying the circuit as he had done when 
flying with his instructor, he would remain high above 
an area on the approach wh�ch he cons�dered m�ght 
conta�n turbulence. He reported that after the area 
of poss�ble turbulence, he steepened the approach so 
he could land �n the normal place. As he came over 
the threshold the a�rspeed and rate of descent were 
h�gher than normal The student reported that he 
made insufficient allowance for this increased rate 
of descent during his landing flare. This resulted in a 
very heavy land�ng from wh�ch the a�rcraft bounced 
up to a he�ght of around 20 ft.  The student appl�ed 
power and �n�t�ated a go-around. 
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Dur�ng the subsequent c�rcu�t the a�rcraft handl�ng was 
normal. The next approach was flown with a normal 
approach angle. Dur�ng the land�ng, there was no 
cush�on�ng from the suspens�on and the front strut and 
the tr�ke keel broke. The a�rcraft came to a halt and the 
p�lot ex�ted the a�rcraft unhurt.

The p�lot cons�ders that there may have been a 
pre-ex�st�ng part�al crack �n the keel wh�ch may have 
contr�buted to �ts fa�lure dur�ng the heavy land�ng. 


