No: 1/86 Ref: EW/C943

Aircraft type
and registration: Piper Navajo — PA31 G-BHIZ (light twin engined fixed wing
aircraft)

Year of Manufacture: 1970

Date and time (GMT): 20 November 1985 at 1848 hrs

Location: Blue Bell Hill 2000 metres southwest of Rochester aerodrome
Type of flight: Private — business

Persons on board: Crew — 1 Passengers — 2

Injuries: Crew — 1 (fatal) Passengers — 2 (fatal)

Nature of damage: Aircraft destroyed

Commander’s Licence: Commercial Pilot’'s Licence (Aeroplanes)
Commander’'s Age: 50 years

Commander’s Total
Flying Experience: 5525 hours (of which more than 3000 were on type)

Information Source: AIB Field Investigation.

The aircraft was returning to Rochester after an overnight business trip to Paris. It landed at
Southend airport at 1815 hours where HM Customs clearance was obtained. The aircraft left
Southend at 1831 hours for the 14 mile flight to Rochester. It was dark with snow, frost and fog
warnings in force. The stratus cloud base at Rochester was estimated to be 600 feet and visibility
was estimated to be 2000 metres in rain and snow. Having established RTF communications with
Rochester AFIS the aircraft was seen in the downwind position for runway 03 left hand at a height
of 3—400 feet. This visual contact was confirmed at the pilot’s request. The aircraft was next seen
overhead the airfield at a similar height. When the pilot again reported “downwind” he said that if
he was not happy with his approach he might attempt an approach to the reciprocal runway 21.
Eye witnesse in the village of Burham, which lies 1.5 nautical miles south west of the airfield, saw
the aircraft making a left handed approach over the River Medway valley at low level. It then
headed over the centre of Burham towards the airfield and shortly afterwards crashed into the
steep upper slopes of Blue Bell Hill some 45 feet below the ridge summit of 510 feet. The elevation
of Rochester aerodrome is 436 feet. A severe fire followed the impact and the three occupants
were killed.

The Chief Inspector of Accidents has ordered an Inspector’s Investigation into this accident.
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