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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Vans RV-7A, G-CDRM

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-360-A�A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2006 

Date & Time (UTC):  9 June 2007 at �445 hrs

Location:  Croft Farm, �0 m�les north of Gloucester

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Substant�al damage to a�rframe and eng�ne shock-loaded

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  56 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  807 hours (of wh�ch �0� were on type)
 Last 90 days - 20 hours
 Last 28 days -   4 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The a�rcraft touched down normally on the threshold of 

Runway 09 at Croft Farm.  Dur�ng the land�ng roll, the 

a�rcraft encountered a ser�es of undulat�ons �n the grass 

runway surface and the nose land�ng gear forks dug �n.  

The a�rcraft p�tched over and came to rest �nverted on 

the runway.

History of the flight

The pilot and a colleague flew from Halfpenny Green 

to Croft Farm strip to attend a ‘fly in’.  Croft Farm has 

a s�ngle runway or�entated 09/27, 570 m �n length and 

�8 m w�de; �ts grass surface was descr�bed by the p�lot 

as dry and firm.  The daily inspection of the aircraft 

was carr�ed out by the p�lot and �t was found to be fully 

serv�ceable.  The nose land�ng gear wheel spat had been 

removed for modification.

The weather at Croft Farm was good w�th a l�ght w�nd, 
v�s�b�l�ty �n excess of �0 km and no cloud below 5,000 ft.  
The p�lot contacted Croft Farm on the rad�o and was 
requested to jo�n for Runway 09.  He reduced speed 
downwind and lowered two of the three stages of flap 
before turning onto the final approach.  The third stage 
of flap was then lowered and the IAS reduced to 80 kt, 
the normal approach speed.

The a�rcraft touched down at the runway threshold 

on ma�n land�ng gear wheels.  The grass surface was 

undulating and the pilot experienced some difficulty in 



7�©  Crown copyr�ght 2007

 AAIB Bulletin: 10/2007 G-CDRM EW/G2007/06/03 

settl�ng the nosewheel before apply�ng the wheel brakes.  
Approx�mately halfway down the runway the a�rcraft 
had slowed enough to cause the p�lot no concerns about 
complet�ng a successful land�ng, although the a�rcraft 
had m�grated to the left of the runway centrel�ne.  There 
was then another undulat�on wh�ch caused the nosewheel 
to l�ft off the ground before dropp�ng back down aga�n.  
The nosewheel attachment forks contacted the ground 
caus�ng the a�rcraft to p�tch down rap�dly.  The nose 
land�ng gear leg bent back, the propeller contacted the 
runway and the a�rcraft p�tched over onto �ts back.

The Airfield Rescue and Fire Fighting Service attended 
the scene �mmed�ately and w�th the ass�stance of others 
managed to ra�se the left w�ng, wh�ch allowed those 
onboard to escape.

Hav�ng �nspected the area after the acc�dent the p�lot noted 
a furrow made by the nose land�ng gear some �0 ft long.  
At the beg�nn�ng of the furrow was a small depress�on �n 
the runway surface, �nto wh�ch the nosewheel appeared 
to have dropped.  

Analysis

The p�lot cons�dered that the touchdown was normal but 
he was surprised that he experienced so much difficulty 
�n settl�ng the nosewheel on the runway.  He bel�eved that 
the depress�on �n the runway surface may have �n�t�ated 
the marked nose-down p�tch, and cons�dered that h�s 
brak�ng may have �ncreased th�s effect.  The nosewheel 
was of a caster�ng des�gn but there was no damage to 
�nd�cate �t had turned across the d�rect�on of travel.


