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 AAIB Bulletin: 8/2008 G-MDJE EW/G2008/05/29 

INCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cessna 208 Caravan I (floatplane), G‑MDJE

No & Type of Engines:  � Pratt & Wh�tney Canada PT6A-��4A turboprop eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  200� 

Date & Time (UTC):  24 May 2008 at �930 hrs

Location:  Overhead Part�ck, Glasgow

Type of Flight:  Commerc�al A�r Transport (Non-Revenue) 

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Water rudder detached in flight

Commander’s Licence:  Commerc�al P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  34 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  4,6�5 hours (of wh�ch 6.5 were on type)
 Last 90 days -  32 hours
 Last 28 days - 6.5 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Whilst flying over Glasgow at 1,200 ft, the left float 

water rudder fell from the a�rcraft due to a fa�lure of �ts 

attachment post.  The damage to the attachment post was 

cons�stent w�th the rudder hav�ng struck a submerged 

object.

History of the flight

The a�rcraft had taken off from the r�ver Clyde on 

a positioning flight to Loch Lomond.  Shortly after 

reach�ng �ts cru�s�ng alt�tude of �,200 ft, a v�brat�on was 

felt through the a�rcraft wh�ch lasted for approx�mately 

�0 seconds.  The p�lot carr�ed out a v�sual �nspect�on 

of the a�rframe from the cockp�t and saw that the left 

float water rudder was missing.  The aircraft diverted to 

Glasgow A�rport where an uneventful land�ng was made.  

The water rudder was later recovered from a garden; no 

one on the ground was �njured.

Exam�nat�on of the a�rcraft revealed that the water 

rudder attachment post at the rear of the left float had 

been d�storted, and a weld on the rudder p�vot tube 

had fa�led, allow�ng the separat�on of the rudder.  The 

damage was cons�stent w�th the water rudder hav�ng 

struck a submerged object.  The a�rcraft had operated for 

85 hours s�nce �ts last scheduled water rudder �nspect�on 

(requ�red at �00 hour �ntervals).  To prevent corros�on, 

a l�beral coat�ng of grease �s appl�ed to the rudder 

mechan�sm dur�ng the �nspect�on, and th�s �s l�kely to 

have obscured the presence of the damage dur�ng any 

subsequent pre‑flight inspection.


