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ACCIDENT 

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Europa, G-SHSH

No & type of Engines:  � Rotax 9�2-UL p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2002 

Date & Time (UTC):  27 June 2006 at �340 hrs

Location:  Kemble	Airfield,	Gloucestershire

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board:  Crew - 2 Passengers - None 

Injuries:  Crew - None  Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Propeller blades broken and m�nor damage to r�ght 
w�ng t�p

Commander’s Licence:  A�r Transport P�lot’s L�cence (�nclud�ng S�ngle Eng�ne 
P�ston Fl�ght Instructor’s Rat�ng)

Commander’s Age:  43 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  5,738 hours (of wh�ch � was on type)
 Last 90 days - 52 hours
 Last 28 days -   6 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report�ng Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Shortly after touchdown, the a�rcraft began to osc�llate 

�n p�tch and yaw and the p�lot was unable to correct these 

osc�llat�ons.  The propeller struck the ground and the 

aircraft	ground	looped	to	the	left.		It	was	the	pilot’s	first	

flight	in	a	mono-wheel	Europa.

History of the flight

The commander of the a�rcraft was conduct�ng a b�enn�al 

validation	 check	 on	 the	 second	 pilot	 during	 the	flight.		

The second p�lot was the a�rcraft owner and regularly 

flew	 this	 aircraft	 but	 the	 commander	 had	 no	 previous	

exper�ence on th�s part�cular type.  Runway 08, wh�ch 

had	an	asphalt	surface,	was	used	during	the	check	flight.		

The surface w�nd was from 080°	at	6	kt	and	the	visibility	

was good w�th a h�gh cloudbase.

With	the	validation	check	successfully	completed,	the	

commander	 took	control	 and	flew	a	normal	circuit	 to	

Runway 08 from wh�ch he landed.  On touchdown the 

aircraft	bounced	slightly;	however,	once	established	on	

the ground �t began to osc�llate �n p�tch and yaw. The 

commander was unable to correct these osc�llat�ons 

which	became	divergent,	culminating	 in	 the	propeller	

str�k�ng the ground.  Th�s caused a rap�d yaw to the 

left lead�ng to the a�rcraft’s r�ght w�ng t�p scrap�ng 

the ground and the a�rcraft stopp�ng on the runway 
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approx�mately 90° off the runway head�ng.  Both p�lots, 
who were wear�ng 4-po�nt harnesses, were un�njured 
and	 were	 able	 to	 evacuate	 the	 aircraft	 through	 the	
normal ex�ts.

The commander attr�buted the acc�dent to h�s lack of 
exper�ence on th�s type of a�rcraft.  Although he had 
previous	 tail	 wheel	 aircraft	 experience,	 the	 Europa’s	
land�ng gear, compr�s�ng a s�ngle ma�n wheel, a ta�l 
wheel and w�ng outr�ggers, has some un�que handl�ng 

characteristics.	 	 There	 have	 been	 nine	 groundloop	
occurrences reported to the AAIB s�nce 2000 of wh�ch 
the	 majority	 have	 occurred	 to	 pilots	 with	 less	 than	
20 hours on type when land�ng on asphalt or concrete 
runways.  Recent art�cles �n the Europa Club magaz�ne 
and	advice	 from	 the	PFA	emphasise	existing	guidance	
that where poss�ble, p�lots ga�n exper�ence us�ng grass 
str�ps before progress�ng to hard runway surfaces.  
Grass �s more tolerant to dr�ft dur�ng land�ng and makes 
d�rect�onal control eas�er dur�ng the rollout.




