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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P & M Av�at�on Qu�k GT450 m�crol�ght, G-GTSO

No & type of Engines:  � Rotax 9�2-UL p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2006 

Date & Time (UTC):  9 May 2006 at �4�5 hrs

Location:  Halsall, near Ormsk�rk, Lancash�re

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board:  Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - � (Ser�ous) Passengers - N/A 
             � (M�nor)

Nature of Damage:  The a�rframe and propeller were destroyed and the 
eng�ne was damaged

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence (M�crol�ghts) w�th �nstructor 
rat�ng

Commander’s Age:  50 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �,4�5 hours (of wh�ch 65 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 98 hours
 Last 28 days - 48 hours

Information Source:                                A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot.

Synopsis

The aircraft was engaged on an instructional flight for a 

flex-wing pilot who had not flown for about two years.  

After some general handl�ng, the p�lot under tra�n�ng 

carr�ed out two pract�ce forced land�ngs.  Dur�ng the 

recovery from the second of these, from a he�ght of 

about 40 feet agl, the a�rcraft struck the ground.  The 

�nstructor reported that power was appl�ed slowly dur�ng 

the manoeuvre and the control bar was pulled, rather than 

pushed, and he was unable to prevent th�s control �nput.

History of the flight

The aircraft was engaged on an instructional flight for a 
flex-wing pilot who had not flown for about two years.  
After the p�lot under tra�n�ng (P U/T) had successfully 
completed some general handl�ng over the coast �n good 
weather, and w�th a w�nd from the west-south-west at 
5-10 kt, the aircraft was flown inland to carry out some 
pract�ce forced land�ngs (PFLs).  

When it was apparent that the first PFL would not have 
been successful, the P U/T performed a go-around at a 
he�ght of about �00 feet agl, us�ng the correct techn�que, 
and made another attempt.  The �nstructor cons�dered that 
the field which the P U/T selected on the second occasion 
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was more su�table, be�ng an open area w�th no obstacles.  
In fact, the instructor had used this second field a number 
of t�mes before, somet�mes touch�ng down on the ma�n 
wheels.  He allowed the a�rcraft to descend to a he�ght of 
about 40 feet agl before �nstruct�ng the P U/T to ‘power 
out’.  The P U/T recalled push�ng the control bar forward 
and the a�rcraft accelerat�ng.  However, the �nstructor 
stated that power was appl�ed slowly and the control 
bar was pulled back, and he was unable to prevent th�s 
control �nput.  The a�rcraft struck the ground �n a nose 
down att�tude at 55-70 mph, w�th full power appl�ed, and 
was reported to have travelled a further 20-30 feet before 
stopp�ng.  The �nstructor turned off the eng�ne, fuel and 
electr�cs, and both occupants released themselves from 
the a�rcraft.  The �nstructor then called the emergency 
serv�ces on h�s mob�le ‘phone.  The a�rcraft suffered 
substantial damage but there was no fire.  Later, it 
was assessed that only the eng�ne was repa�rable.  The 
instructor received a serious back injury and was flown 
to hosp�tal by a�r ambulance.  The P U/T susta�ned m�nor 
�njur�es to an ankle and h�s back. 

The �nstructor concluded that the acc�dent was the result 
of the late appl�cat�on of power and the control bar be�ng 
pulled, rather than pushed, dur�ng the go-around.  The 
P U/T recalled ra�s�ng the nose of the a�rcraft dur�ng the 
go-around although he thought that the nosewheel was 
the first part of the aircraft to strike the ground.  The 
�nstructor also cons�dered that allow�ng the a�rcraft to 
descend to such a low he�ght contr�buted to the acc�dent.  
There was no ev�dence that �t came w�th�n 500 feet of 
any person, vessel, veh�cle or structure.

The �nstructor commented that the r�g�d�ty of the tr�ke 
keel and monopole prevented the a�rcraft from �nvert�ng 
when �t struck the ground, probably sav�ng both p�lots, 
who were wear�ng lapstraps, from more ser�ous �njur�es.  
Also, the field which they struck was described as having 
been left fallow for two years and had a soft surface, 
wh�ch he aga�n felt prevented more ser�ous �njur�es.




