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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cessna �52, G-BPME

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-235-L2C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �982 

Date & Time (UTC):  28 Apr�l 2007 at �527 hrs

Location:  Southend A�rport, Essex

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to nose land�ng gear, eng�ne, eng�ne frame and 
propeller

Commander’s Licence:  Student p�lot

Commander’s Age:  38 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  2� hours (of wh�ch 2� were on type)
 Last 90 days - 5 hours
 Last 28 days -  � hour

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The aircraft was being flown by a student pilot on her 
second solo flight.  During the landing the  aircraft 
bounced tw�ce and then the nose land�ng gear 
collapsed.  

History of the flight

The student pilot flew a number of circuits with her 
�nstructor, wh�ch were completed sat�sfactor�ly.  He 
then left the a�rcraft so that she could pract�se some solo 
circuits; this was her second solo flight. Runway 06, in 
use at the t�me, has an asphalt surface �,605 m �n length.  
The land�ng threshold �s d�splaced by �74 m and there �s 
a publ�c road wh�ch crosses the undershoot, close to the 
touchdown end of the runway.  

As the a�rcraft crossed over the road at around 50 ft the 

p�lot felt the a�rcraft roll from s�de to s�de.  She then 

felt that the a�rcraft was too fast although �t had been 

tr�mmed for the approach at 65 kt.  As she pulled back 

to flare the aircraft for landing the nose pitched up at a 

greater rate than she expected and she released the back 

pressure.  The a�rcraft struck the runway surface and 

bounced.   She tr�ed to control the land�ng but the a�rcraft 

bounced aga�n and then came to a stop.  

The p�lot sa�d that at the t�me she could not remember 

what she should do �f the a�rcraft bounced but remembered 

afterwards that she should have opened the throttle for 

a go-around.  
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After the a�rcraft had stopped she selected the magnetos 
to ‘OFF’ and attempted to pull the m�xture to ‘�dle cut 
off’ but it was jammed.  The fire service arrived and she 
vacated the a�rcraft.  


