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INCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cessna F�72M Skyhawk, G-BEMB

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-320-E2D p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �976 

Date & Time (UTC):  30 October 2007 at �000 hrs

Location:  South of Shoreham A�rport

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 
  
Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  None

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  64 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  385 hours (of wh�ch 290 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �2 hours
 Last 28 days -   0 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The p�lot d�verted and undertook a precaut�onary land�ng 
after experiencing an aileron control restriction in flight.  
It �s bel�eved that the restr�ct�on was caused by the 
engagement of the autop�lot. 

History of the flight

The p�lot and h�s passenger departed Goodwood for 
a flight to Lydd.  Shortly after informing Shoreham 
Approach that he was south of Shoreham at 3,�00 feet, 
the p�lot began to exper�ence a problem w�th the a�lerons, 
which he described as freezing and trying to fight back. 
He had to use �ncreas�ng amounts of r�ght rudder and 
had to apply cons�derable pressure to the yoke to keep �t 
from mov�ng to the left.  At th�s stage the p�lot bel�eved 
that a loose object was part�ally jamm�ng the controls.  

He �nformed Shoreham Approach of h�s problem and 
the controller suggested a descent and r�ght base jo�n for 
Runway 02.  The pilot did not want to fly over Shoreham 
town and therefore declared a ‘MAYDAY’ and told the 
controller that he had severe control problems and was 
unable to land on Runway 02.  The controller therefore 
cleared h�m for an approach for Runway 20, wh�ch 
would enta�l a downw�nd land�ng.  The a�rcraft made 
an uneventful land�ng and dur�ng the tax� to the park�ng 
area the p�lot noted that when he relaxed h�s gr�p on 
the yoke �t moved fully to the left.  After the a�rcraft 
was shut down and the electr�cal power turned off, the 
a�lerons operated normally.
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Engineering investigation

Two days after the �nc�dent, an eng�neer�ng organ�sat�on 
based at Shoreham was asked to �nspect the a�rcraft 
and an eng�neer carr�ed out a funct�onal check of the 
controls, wh�ch operated sat�sfactor�ly.  The a�rcraft was 
equ�pped w�th a bas�c autop�lot that had w�ng levell�ng 
and head�ng fac�l�t�es that were act�vated by two separate 
rocker sw�tches.  The eng�neer engaged the w�ng levell�ng 
funct�on and reproduced the symptoms wh�ch the p�lot 
exper�enced on the ground.  Because the eng�neer was 
unable to ver�fy the �ntegr�ty of the autop�lot, he pulled 
and gagged the autop�lot c�rcu�t breaker. The a�rcraft has 
since flown satisfactorily with the system inhibited.

Comment

The p�lot’s and eng�neer’s reports �nd�cate that at some 
point during the flight the autopilot wing levelling 
funct�on became engaged.  The eng�neer �nformed the 
AAIB that unless there �s a fault �n the autop�lot, �t 
de-latches when power �s turned off and �s turned on by 
mov�ng the rocker sw�tches after the electr�cal power 
�s turned on.  The p�lot sa�d that he v�sually checked 
that the autopilot was switched off during his pre‑flight 
check and that ne�ther he nor h�s passenger touched the 
autopilot controls during the flight.


