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I am the Director of Driven Car Sales – we offer quality pre owned cars at affordable prices 
across the North East.  
 
It has been brought to my attention that the Competition Commission is currently looking into 
the merger of Global Radio and Real & Smooth Ltd.  
 
Driven Car Sales have had a successful relationship advertising with numerous platforms 
across the North East, including commercial radio, digital media and local press.  
 
I have been informed that your provisional findings concluded that there was the risk of a 
‘substantial lessening of competition’ in the radio market due to the loss of rivalry across the 
North East.  
 
Speaking as an advertiser in this area I would like to make it clear that radio competes for 
advertising across multi-media platforms and not exclusively radio. Also it is very clear that 
Capital, Real and Smooth all target very different audiences. Naturally as an advertiser this 
is crucial for us because we will target different campaigns to a very different demographic.  
 
Contrary to ‘lessening competition’ I fully believe this proposed merger will in fact bring huge 
benefits to the North East Radio market – not just for my company but for advertisers and 
listeners as a whole.   
 
Firstly, in terms of increased investment in radio, this will see huge benefits to the audience. 
Then, secondly as an advertiser, the potential discounts across all on one companies brands 
could be very beneficial.  
 
I fully support the merger and hope that you will consider it as an extremely positive step for 
commercial radio in the North East.  
 
Driven Car Sales 
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