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Dear Competition Commission, 
 
We wanted to make a few comments regarding Global’s merger with Real and Smooth on your published 
findings. 
  
On your provisional findings its shows that if the merger goes ahead, there is likely to be, a substantial 
lessening of competition in the radio market across North Wales. 
  
We feel you have surmised that commercial radio is the only avenue to choose which isn’t necessarily so. 
Radio serves its purpose for the spoken word and helps us create emotion with message we need to 
broadcast, however we also have a strong need for the written word. With extremely tight budgets we have 
to pay strict attention to the media which gives us the best return on investment. Therefore we have to 
include other media options such as newspapers and other media including digital and social media. 
Demographics and geography are very important factors and they absolutely impact on the decisions we 
take when placing advertising. Our business of road safety needs to target specific audiences and we need 
to tie in with specific police campaigns that run throughout the year, so an all adult campaign just simply 
isn't effective enough for us. 
  
We feel the merger would be an asset to Global’s portfolio in commercial radio for listeners in North Wales. 
It can only add value to the stations’ continuation of improving programming and marketing which in turn 
will help grow listening figures and increase the return on investment for local advertisers. 
  
 
 
 
 
Yours 
 
 
 
 
pp. G.B. Edwards 
Head of Environment & Infrastructure   
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