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We have bought radio airtime in one of the most affected marketplaces — Manchester - on
behalf of [¢<] and our view would be that choice and diversity will be lost in the merger.
Broadly we would agree with the main competitor Bauer Media UK's stance:

"Bauer Media UK recognises the importance and significance of today’s provisional decision
announced by the Competition Commission.

"We believe in a vibrant and competitive commercial radio sector which provides listeners
and advertisers with a rich choice now and in the future.

"We remain completely committed to supporting the achievement of this goal for the benefit
of listeners and advertisers alike and will continue to participate in the CC process."

We have a perfectly civilised and mutually beneficial relationship with Global and have had
the same with RSL in the past. Our position is one of advocating choice and competition.

[<]

Our view is that with the growth of acquisition and centralisation, everything possible to
preserve choice and competition in the marketplace should be encouraged. The emergence
of a new and vibrant tier of radio broadcasting at community level is a good thing — and we
have lobbied (through the CMA) the Culture Minister Ed Vaizey to support the greater de-
regulation of this sector.
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