
GLOBAL/GMG MERGER INQUIRY 

Third party response to the provisional findings 

20 March 2013 

 
 
I am the Finance Director of Agency AO, []. 
 
I have read that the Competition Commission is investigating Global's merger with Smooth 
Radio. I understand that the provisional findings concluded that there is likely to be, a 
substantial lessening of competition in the radio market based on the loss of rivalry in the 
North West of England. 

In the past we had used other mediums such as television and print but due to the lack of 
ROI, we were going to pull our advertising budgets. That was until we met with Global radio 
and saw the alternative medium we could use and found this to give us the ROI we required. 
I also believe that Capital, Real and Smooth target very different audiences.    
 
I fully support Global's merger with Real and Smooth Limited and hope that you will consider 
that the proposed merger is a positive step for radio in North West England. 
 
Agency AO 
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