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This infographic shows the individual indicators that form the water theme (B1 to B7)
in the 25 YEP and two related indicators that relate to the water use, quantity and
availability (E8 and F3) themes within the framework.
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This infographic combines the water theme indicators and adds in the other indicators
within the resilience to natural hazards (F1 and F2) themes, together with those that are
under the managing exposure to chemicals (H3 and H4) themes within the framework.

State of the water environment in England
16% of surface waters and 79% of individual tests achieve good ecological status

Note: Figures are percentages of water bodies assessed and where referred to as ‘at good status’ this is good or better status.
Hazardous substances: uPBTs are substances that are ubiquitous, persistent, bio-accumulative and toxic.
The 2019 water body classification data is published on data.gov.uk.
For other
5 data marked * contact: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
An accessible version of this slide is published on GOV.UK.
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Water body ecological classification
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European protected nature sites for water and
wetlands
Underlying SSSI unit condition by habitat
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Condition change – All SSSI units underlying water-dependent habitats
Favourable
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Unfavourable recovering
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•
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250,144ha
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Includes rivers, lakes, wetlands, estuaries and coasts, and other water-dependent habitats
Sites designated for birds may be in favourable condition without assessment of water quality
Excludes adverse condition reasons that are unrelated to Water Framework Directive drivers
Data retrieved: December 2019
Bespoke data analysis – not a published dataset
Further information: Natural England enquiries 0300 060 3900, enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
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Key issues and sectors affecting water
bodies in England

The figures in the separate row at the bottom of the table ‘% of water bodies
impacted by the activity of each sector’, and those in the separate column on the
right of the table ‘% of water bodies impacted by each issue’ are not summations
of the figures displayed in the main table. These percentages have been
calculated by only counting any particular water body once per sector or per
issue and so avoid including multiple entries as outlined above.
Reference: Environment Agency Challenges and Choices 2019.
An accessible version of this table is published on GOV.UK.

Key issues preventing good water quality
in England: notes for slide 10
The majority of the data used to produce the table are taken from the 2019 set of probable and
confirmed reasons for not achieving good status (RNAGs) linked to 2016 WFD classifications,
with the exception of:
1. Changes to the natural flows and levels of water. The data are for those water bodies that
do not have sustainable levels of abstractions. The sector contributions include suspected,
probable and confirmed RNAGs.
2. Invasive non-native species. This uses Environment Agency monitoring data and are for
water bodies that have specific invasive non-native species present which we consider to
be contributing to the water body not achieving good ecological status.
‘No sector responsible’ covers those situations where it is not possible to assign the failure to
achieve good status to the activities of a specific sector. We have used this category mainly for
invasive non-native species. Whilst the speed of their spread can be increased by poor
practice, it is not possible to say whether their presence in a particular water body is ‘natural’ or
due to someone’s actions.
Around 6% of water bodies have one or more RNAGs where the sector responsible is still
under investigation. Around 5% of water bodies have one or more RNAGs caused by a
different sector to those listed in the table. These are mainly where the issue is physical
modification.
For further information please contact enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

