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Other sources of support

Other sources of support

For general information on protecting
your children from sexual abuse contact:
NSPCC Child Protection Helpline:
0808 800 5000

Stop It Now! UK and Ireland
Helpline 0808 1000 900

Help is also available by email:
help@nspcc.org.uk

This is a confidential helpline for adults
worried about the sexual behaviour
of people they know towards children,
including parents and carers worried
about the sexual behaviour of their
children. The helpline also engages with
those worried about their own sexual
thoughts or behaviour towards children
as well as with professionals needing help
with difficult cases. The Helpline operates
from 9am-9pm Monday-Thursday
and from 9am-7pm on Friday. More
information can also be found on
www.stopitnow.org.uk

If you are deaf or hard of hearing and
are worried about a child or need advice,
contact the NSPCC Child Protection BSL
Helpline through qualified British Sign
Language interpreters. Call the ISDN
videophone on 020 8463 1148 or access
the service online via IP videophone or
webcam to: nspcc.signvideo.tv.
Opening hours: 9am – 5pm.
The NSPCC Helpline is a confidential
and free service open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
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Email: help@stopitnow.org.uk
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To find out more about the scheme
or to make an enquiry contact:
Your constabulary
on [insert your force contact details]

You can visit
www.direct.gov.uk/
keepingchildrensafe
or
www.parentsprotect.co.uk
If you think a child is in immediate
danger, call the police on 999
Replace this box with your
force crest. Ranged right.
Maximum height 13mm;
maximum width 30mm.

To personalise this leaflet, replace the top two
type lines with your own details. 100% Black.

The Child
Sex Offender
Disclosure Scheme
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What is the Child Sex
Offender Disclosure Scheme?
The Child Sex Offender Disclosure
Scheme allows parents, carers, guardians
or another interested party to ask the
police to check if an individual who has
contact with a child has a record for child
sexual offences.
If police checks show the individual has
a record for child sexual offences, or
other offences that might put the child
at risk, the police will consider sharing
this information with the person(s) best
placed to protect the child, usually the
parent, carer or guardian.
The police will disclose information only if
it is lawful, necessary and proportionate
to do so in the interests of protecting the
child, or children, from harm.
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Who is the scheme for?

How does the scheme help?

The scheme is for any member of the
public who wants to find out if an
individual in contact with a child has a
record of child sexual offences.

The purpose of this scheme is to help
to protect children from harm.

They may have no specific reason to
be worried but are just being careful.
A single mother, for example, may want
to find out a bit more about her new
partner before asking them to move in.
The police will only consider telling the
person best placed to protect the child
– usually a parent, carer or guardian
– if the person being checked has a
record of child sexual offences or other
offences that indicate they may pose
a risk to a child.

The majority of child sexual offenders
are known to their victims. They are
often someone who has some form
of access to a child e.g. a friend of the
victim’s family, a friend of the victim,
or a member of the victim’s family.
The scheme can provide information
to parents, carers and guardians about
people involved in their children’s lives.
The police can also provide guidance
on how to spot warning signs of abuse
in both their children and individuals
that are in contact with their children,
that will help them to better safeguard
their children.
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What else is done to keep
children safe?
Every police force already has a public
protection team to manage sexual and
violent offenders and protect children
from harm.
This scheme is about ensuring people can
speak to the police about their concerns
in the knowledge that they will be taken
seriously. It sets up a formal process for
members of the public to register their
concerns and to receive feedback on how
those concerns were acted upon.
In allowing members of the public
to register their interest in a named
individual, the authorities may become
aware of a relationship between a child
and a registered sex offender of which
they were not previously aware.
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