
Weekly Influenza and COVID-19 

Surveillance graphs

PHE publishes a weekly national influenza and COVID-19 surveillance 

report which summaries the information from the surveillance systems 

which are used to monitor influenza, COVID-19 and other seasonal 

respiratory viruses in England. 

Additional figures based on these surveillance systems are included in this 

slide set.

The figures presented in this slide set are based on data from week 4 

(between 25 and 31 January 2021).
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Confirmed COVID-19 cases in 

England
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Weekly COVID-19 incidence per 100,000 population by age group and 
region, weeks 48 to 4
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Weekly COVID-19 incidence per 100,000 population by ethnicity and 
region, weeks 48 to 4
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Weekly COVID-19 rate per 100,000 population by IMD quintile (1 being 

the most deprived and 5 being the least deprived), weeks 48 to 4
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Cumulative rate of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population tested under Pillar 1 and 

2, by upper-tier local authority, England (box shows enlarged map of London area) 
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Cumulative rate (from week 27) of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population tested 

under Pillar 1 and 2, by upper-tier local authority, England (box shows enlarged 

map of London area) 
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Weekly positivity of laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cases by reason 

for test, weeks 41 to 4
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Respiratory Datamart system (England)
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Respiratory DataMart ïInfluenza subtypes
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Respiratory DataMart ïRespiratory syncytial virus (RSV)



Respiratory DataMart ïother respiratory viruses
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Community surveillance
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COVID-19 clusters or outbreaks in educational settings

DataInformation
ÅWe report on new acute respiratory infection (ARI)incidents reported to Health Protection Teams(HPTs)and entered on

HPZonein the previousreportingweekin educationalsettingsby locality
Å Individualcasenotes are reviewedby an epidemiologistand an assessmentmadeabout whether the criteria for a confirmed

COVID-19clusteror outbreakaremet. Seedefinitionsbelow.
ÅThe incidents captured on HPZonerepresent a subset of all ongoing clusters and outbreaks in England. A variety of

arrangementsare in placewith localauthoritiesand other stakeholderssupportingHPTs,however,data may not routinely be
documentedon HPZone. Asa result,the numberof outbreaksreportedfor someof the regionsareunderestimates

Caveats
ÅA nationalschoolhelplinestarted operatingon 17 September2020and a Universitieshelplinestarted operatingon 7 October

schoolsin Englandwereclosedfor half-term duringweeks43or/ and44.
ÅFrom Week 1 2021 the third national lockdowncame into effect and schoolswere closedwith the exceptionof vulnerable

childrenandchildrenof keyworkers. Earlyyearssettingshaveremainedopen.

Definitions

Cluster: two or more test-confirmedcasesof COVID-19 amongindividualsassociatedwith a specificnon-residentialsetting with
illnessonsetdateswithin a 14-dayperiod(in the absenceof detailedinformationaboutthe type of contactbetweenthe cases).
Outbreak: two or more test-confirmedcasesof COVID-19 amongindividualsassociatedwith a specificnon-residentialsettingwith
illnessonsetdateswithin 14days,andoneof:
Å Identified direct exposurebetweenat least2 of the test-confirmedcasesin that setting (for exampleunder one metre faceto

face,or spendingmorethan15minuteswithin 2 metres)duringthe infectiousperiodof oneof the cases.
ÅWhenthere is no sustainedlocalcommunitytransmission- absenceof an alternativesourceof infection outsidethe settingfor

the initially identifiedcases
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Number of COVID-19 confirmed clusters or outbreaks by type of 

educational setting, England
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Cumulative number of confirmed COVID-19 clusters or outbreaks by type of 
educational setting and PHE Centre since week 36, England

*Number of outbreaks for Week 4 in brackets

PHE Centres Nursery 
Primary 

School

Secondary 

School
Combined

Special 

Educational 

Needs (SEN) 

schools

College 

University
Total 

East of England 8 (1) 16 (0) 40 (0) 0 (0) 9 (0) 13 (0) 86 (1)

East Midlands 78 (4) 150 (3) 103 (0) 0 (0) 44 (1) 22 (0) 397 (8)

London 79 (10) 323 (12) 354 (0) 1(0) 54 (0) 41 (0) 852 (22)

North East 1 (0) 18 (0) 24 (0) 0 (0) 9 (0) 6 (0) 58 (0)

North West 25 (6) 70 (0) 88 (0) 0 (0) 49 (2) 11 (0) 243 (8)

South East 122 (8) 253 (5) 304 (0) 1 (1) 104 (4) 35 (0) 819 (18)

South West 28 (3) 81 (2) 91 (2) 0 (0) 46 (1) 26 (0) 272 (8)

West Midlands 64 (7) 216 (6) 170 (1) 0 (0) 60 (2) 23 (0) 533 (16)

Yorkshire and Humber64 (4) 163 (4) 118 (0) 0 (0) 58 (4) 25 (0) 428 (12)

Total 469 (43) 1290 (32) 1292 (3) 2 (1) 433 (14) 202 (0) 3688 (93)
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Contacts by exposure/activity setting in week 4, England

(Data source: NHS Test and Trace)

Note: categories have been grouped as follows: leisure / community includes eating out, attending events and celebrations, 

exercising, worship, arts, entertainment or recreation, community activities and attending play groups or organised trips; other

workplace includes: retail, manufacturing or construction, hospitality, transport, emergency services or border force, food production 

and agriculture, prison, financial services, civil service or local government, information and communication, military, critical national 

infrastructure.

Personal services include hairdressers, barbers, tattooists and nail bars.
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Events and activities reported by people testing positive, prior to symptom 

onset in week 4, England

(Data source: NHS Test and Trace)

Note: óOtherô includes a wide range of different activities and settings, each of which has small numbers of individuals, as well as activities which 

did not fit any specific category and were added as Other by the case. This includes: all within óactivitiesô: Arts, entertainment or recreation; Civil 

service or government; Close contact services; Community and charity activities; Critical national infrastructure; Emergency services; Financial 

services; Food production; Hospitality; Immigration border services; Information and communication; Military; Personal care; Prison; Private 

events and celebrations; Public events and mass gathering; event within a shared household; Sport events; Supported living; Teaching and 

education; Transport; óOther (combined)ô includes all exposure group types that have small counts such as ñwent to churchò, ñwent to the zooò 

within that event type. 
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Common locations reported by people testing positive in week 4, England

(Data source: NHS Test and Trace)

Excludes 12 common exposures classed as óotherô at the third level of classification (these could be from several 2nd level categories such as Eating out, 

Entertainment and day trips, Sport events etc). Also excludes 9 where no third level categorization was available (includes second level categories such as 

Prison / detention facility, other occupational sector, information and communication). See appendix for more information.

The data is based on a revised definition for common exposures. Previously, >2 cases in the same location were counted as common exposures. The 

revised definition further splits this into separate common exposures if the eventôs settings are different. Additionally, the revised definition excludes 

exposure events without a known event date. Furthermore, this data now only includes common exposures identified during the reporting week. This differs 

from the previous version where a common exposure could be included in multiple reporting weeks depending on its exposure duration.

As a result of these differences, the data will not be comparable with previous versions.

Setting All ages** %

Supermarket (visiting and working) 45 37.80%

Educational setting (attending and working) 27 22.70%

Nursery preschool (attending and working) 16 13.40%

Primary school (attending and working) 9 7.60%

Hospital (working) 4 3.40%

Social care (working) 3 2.50%

Care home (working) 3 2.50%

Secondary school (attending) 2 1.70%

Warehouse (working) 2 1.70%



{ǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ΨŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ-ŀƎŜΩ 
cohorts
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Å Data source: SGSS Pillar 1 (NHS and PHE testing) and Pillar 2 (community testing) ï

England

Å Educational-age cohorts have been calculated using dates of birth that correspond to a

particular year group. School year groups run from 1 September to 31 of August of the

following calendar year.

Å We include all cases regardless of whether or not they attended an educational setting

or whether or not the educational setting was open during the reporting period

Å Data for the most recent week are provisional and likely to be an underestimate

Å From early December a mass testing programme has been rolled out in Higher

Education Institutions using Lateral Flow Devices ahead of students returning home for

the Christmas break. This will impact testing trends and positivity data during this period.
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Methodology and limitations



Å The table aside represents the birth cohorts for 

each year group 
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Methodology and limitations - Birth cohort ïYear group 

Birth cohort Year group 

01/09/1998 to 31/08/1999 Uni Year 4 

01/09/1999 to 31/08/2000 Uni Year 3 

01/09/2000 to 31/08/2001 Uni Year 2 

01/09/2001 to 31/08/2002 Uni Year 1 

01/09/2002 to 31/08/2003 Year 13 

01/09/2003 to 31/08/2004 Year 12 

01/09/2004 to 31/08/2005 Year 11 

01/09/2005 to 31/08/2006 Year 10 

01/09/2006 to 31/08/2007 Year 9 

01/09/2007 to 31/08/2008 Year 8 

01/09/2008 to 31/08/2009 Year 7 

01/09/2009 to 31/08/2010 Year 6 

01/09/2010 to 31/08/2011 Year 5 

01/09/2011 to 31/08/2012 Year 4 

01/09/2012 to 31/08/2013 Year 3 

01/09/2013 to 31/08/2014 Year 2 

01/09/2014 to 31/08/2015 Year 1 

01/09/2015 to 31/08/2016 Reception 

01/09/2016 to 31/08/2017 Pre-school 

01/09/2017 to 31/08/2018 Nursery 

 



Weekly number of laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cases in 

nursery/preschool, primary, secondary and college/university age cohorts
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Weekly incidence of laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cases per 100,000 

population in nursery/preschool, primary school, secondary school and 

college/university age cohorts
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Weekly incidence of laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cases per 

100,000 population in educational age cohorts presented by Year 

group, from nursery to Year 6, week 47 to 4
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Weekly incidence of laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cases per 

100,000 population in educational age groups presented by secondary 

school year groups (Year 7 to Year 13), week 47 to 4
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