
       

         

       

         

          

         

         

  

           

           

          

           

            

           

           

        

           

            

       

         

         

        

PRIME MINISTER’S COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

VIRTUAL MEETING 2 and 3 December 2020: Meeting Summary 

Attendees: Patrick Vallance, Nancy Rothwell, Julia Black, Chris Bishop, Philip 

Bond, Muffy Calder, David Cannadine (Day 1), Suranga Chandratillake, Josh 

Fleming, Jim Hall, Alex Jones (Day 2), Saul Klein, Ottoline Leyser, Max Lu, Robert 

Lechler, Paul Newman, Jim McDonald, Dervilla Mitchell, Fiona Murray, Brooke 

Rogers, Adrian Smith, Paul Stein, Nick Stern, Jo Shanmugalingam (Day 1) 

Apologies: Charles Roxburgh 

Guests: Rt Hon. Michael Gove, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister 

for the Cabinet Office, Mr Simon Case, Cabinet Secretary, Rt. Hon. Alok Sharma 

MP, Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Susannah 

Storey, Director General for Digital and Media Policy in the Department for Digital, 

Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), Philip Earl, Deputy Director of Data for DCMS, 

Tom Rodden, CSA for DCMS, Joanna Whittington, Director General, Energy 

Security, Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), Mike 
Tynan, Chair, Nuclear Innovation and Research Advisory Board, Robin Grimes, CSA 

for Ministry of Defence in Nuclear Science and Technology, Paul Monks, CSA 

for Department for BEIS, Madelaine Gabriel, Director of inclusive innovation team, 
Nesta, Francesca (Check) Warner, Co-Founder and CEO, Diversity VC, 

Deborah Okenla, Founder, Your Start-up Your Story (YSYS), Professor Nic Beech, 

Vice Chancellor Middlesex University, Dr Hayaatun Sillem, CEO Royal Academy of 

Engineering and Chair of the Government’s Innovation Expert Group. 

https://www.nesta.org.uk/team/madeleine-gabriel/


 

          
      

            
       

      
  

           
      
    

        
       

           
        

        
             

           
       

            
        

  

           
           

          
       

 

             
        

        
          
      

        
           

   

         
      

Day 1 

1. The Chair welcomed Professor Adrian Smith to his first CST meeting as 
President of the Royal Society. 

2. The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Rt. Hon. Michael Gove, MP set 
out plans for Government Reform and outlined his priorities for 
strengthening government capability for analysis, evaluation, and access 
to expertise. 

3. The Cabinet Secretary, Simon Case, presented an overview of the 
priorities of the current Government, key challenges and areas where 
CST advice could be helpful. 

4. The Business Secretary, Rt. Hon. Alok Sharma MP outlined the 
Government’s priorities for research, science and innovation, including a 
refreshed industrial strategy, action to achieve net zero and a green 
industrial revolution, and implementation of the R&D roadmap. 

5. Members received updates on the recent Spending Review, and the 
Integrated Review of Security, Defence, Development and Foreign Policy. 

6. Members noted submission of advice to the Prime Minister on science 
and technology for improving educational outcomes and discussed 
current work to develop advice on the role of science and technology for a 
more sustainable health system and for levelling up. 

Day 2 

7. Susannah Storey, Director General for Digital and Media Policy in the 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) gave an update 
on current priorities of the Department for a National Data Strategy, 
including feedback from a recent consultation and proposals for future 
action. 

8. Members received an update on the role of nuclear in the context of the 
Government’s 10-point plan for achieving net zero and discussed 
opportunities and challenges for research and innovation activities. Joanna 
Whittington provided an update on progress to date in developing a 
strategy for nuclear energy and members noted the forthcoming Energy 
White Paper. Mike Tynan presented on NIRAB’s recent report on nuclear 
for net zero and Professor Robin Grimes presented a brief overview of the 
Royal Society’s report on co-generation. 

9. Members discussed the topic of inclusive innovation, current issues and 
activity and explored areas for potential CST advice. Madelaine Gabriel 



         
       

        
        

       
        

      
        

        

         
    

          
        

  
  

gave an update on Nesta’s work to develop a policy framework covering the 
different dimensions of inclusive innovation. Check Warner introduced her 
work to increase diversity in the venture capital industry and Deborah 
Okenla spoke about connecting people with opportunities in tech and 
opportunities for practical action. Professor Nic Beech presented on 
academic participation in innovation including the need for iteration, inter-
disciplinarity and inter-professional skills and modes of funding. Dr 
Hayaatun Sillem introduced the Government’s new Innovation Expert Group 
(IEG) and previous work to promote diversity and inclusion in engineering. 

10.Members reflected on the discussions over the two days and considered 
areas for future CST work. 

11.The Chair thanked Sir Robert Lechler for his contribution to CST as he 
steps down as President of the Academy of Medical Sciences. 

CST Secretariat 
December 2020 




