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Dear

 
Thank you for your email of 21 November in which you requested the following information: 
 

“Under the freedom of information act I would like a copy of any Army Dress Committee notes 
that have been issued since the 359th meeting on the 7th March 2019 
 
Also if they are available the dress regulation for the pipes and drums of the Royal Scots 
Dragoon Guards and those to the pipes and drums of the various battalions of the Royal 
Regiment of Scotland.” 
 

I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) 2000. A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of 
Defence, and I can confirm that information in scope of your request is held.  
 
The minutes of 360 h meeting of the Army Dress Committee held in February 2020 is attached at 
Annex A. Some information has been redacted in accordance with Section 40(2) of the FOIA, in 
order to protect personal information as governed by the Data Protection Act 2018. Section 40 is an 
absolute exemption and there is therefore no requirement to consider the public interest in deciding 
to withhold the information. Please note the name of the Committee’s Chairman has been misspelt 
and should read Maj Gen Sharon Nesmith.  
 
Information has also been redacted under Section 23 of the FOIA (information supplied by, or relating 
to, bodies dealing with security matters). Section 23 is also an absolute exemption. Under Section 
16 of the Act (Advice and Assistance) I can confirm that there have been no subsequent Army Dress 
Committee meetings.  
 
The dress regulations of the Pipes and Drums of the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards can be found at 
Annex B.  
 
The dress regulations of the Pipes and Drums of the seven Battalions of the Royal Regiment of 
Scotland is held by the Ministry of Defence, however is exempt under Section 21 of the Act because 
it is reasonably accessible to you by other means. The regulations are already in the public domain 
and can be found at the following link: 
 
https://theroyalregimentofscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/SCOTS-Dress-Regs-Part-2.pdf  
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first 
instance.  Following this, if you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content 
of this response, you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information 



Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-
FOI-IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 
40 working days of the date of this response.  
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be 
found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Army Policy & Secretariat 
 
 
  



















Dress Regulations of the Pipes and Drums of the Royal Scots 

Dragoon Guards 

 

 

Pipers 

 
Full Dress:  Feather Bonnet, belts, dirk, doublet, plaid kilt, hair sporran, spats,   

hosetops, sgian-dubh, brogues. 

 

No. 1 Dress:  As above, with Glengarry and small white hackle instead of a Feather     

Bonnet. 

  

No. 2 Dress:  Kilt or trews with No. 2 jacket. If kilt is worn, a leather sporran and 

lovat hose will also be worn.  

 

Duty Piper:  Before guard mounting – kilt, leather sporran, heavy wool jersey, lovat 

hose.  

 

   From guard mounting – No. 2 Dress trews. 

   A small hackle is worn at all times when Duty Piper.  

 

Review Order:  (Used on semi-important occasions). Kilt, spats and hair sporran with 

No. 2   jacket, small white hackle, belts, dirk and Glengarry.  

 

Trews may also be worn with spats and No. 2 Dress jacket for certain 

occasions e.g. nonplaying parade.  

 

Working Dress:  Barrack dress trousers or trews, Glengarry and heavy wool jersey.  

 

Officers’ Mess Functions:  

 

a. Guest Night (Mess Dress) 

 

(i) Attendance. Pipe Major and 2 x Pipers 

(ii) Dress. Full Dress with Banners 

 

b. Blues Night  

 

(i) Attendance. 3 x Pipers (Piper Major not required) 

(ii) Dress. No. 1 Dress. No Banners.  

 

c. Black Tie Night  

 

(i) Attendance. 1 x Piper 

(ii) Dress. No. 1 Dress. No Banner 

 

 

NOTE: Pipe ribbons are worn on parades. Capes in inclement weather.  

 



Drummers 

 
Full Dress:  Bearskin, plume, scarlet jacket, belts, overalls, boots and spurs.  

 

No. 1 Dress:  Atholl bonnet, small white hackle, doublet, shoulder chains, dress 

cords, belts, trews, spats, brogues. 

 

No. 2 Dress:  No. 2 jacket, trews, Atholl bonnet, small white hackle if on duty.  

 

Review Order: No. 2 Jacket, small white hackle, spats, trews, Atholl bonnet, white     

belts. 

 

Working Dress:  Barrack dress trousers or trews, Atholl bonnet, heavy wool jersey.  

 

NOTE: Drag ropes are worn on important parades on the side of the tenor drums.  The Bass 

drummer wears a leopard skin in No. 1 and Full Dress.  

 

 

 

Dancers 

 
Depending on the occasion and the time available to change, one of two Dresses can be 

used: 

 

a. Doublet, dancing plaid, dancing shoes, long diced hose or RS hose, no sgian-dubh, 

kilt, hair sporran, Glengarry and white hackle waist belt only.  

 

b. Mess jacket, white shirt and bow tie, waist belt, Glengarry and small white hackle, 

hair sporran, kilt, long diced hose or RS hose, dancing shoes, no sgian-dubh. 
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