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Preface 
Purpose 

This note provides a summary of and links to country of origin information (COI) for 
use by Home Office decision makers handling particular types of protection and 
human rights claims. It is not intended to be an exhaustive survey of a particular 
subject or theme. 

It is split into 2 main sections: (1) general background to the country concerned, 
including demography and geography; and (2) issues which may be relevant to 
protection claims. It does not contain an assessment of a general risk of persecution 
or serious harm, availability of protection or reasonableness of internal relocation. 

Decision makers must consider all claims on an individual basis, taking into account 
each case’s specific facts. 

 

Country of origin information 

The country information in this note has been carefully selected in accordance with 
the general principles of COI research as set out in the Common EU [European 
Union] Guidelines for Processing Country of Origin Information (COI), April 2008, 
and the Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and 
Documentation’s (ACCORD), Researching Country Origin Information – Training 
Manual, 2013. Namely, taking into account the COI’s relevance, reliability, accuracy, 
balance, currency, transparency and traceability.  

The structure and content of the country information section follows a terms of 
reference which sets out the general and specific topics relevant to this note. 

All information included in the note was published or made publicly available on or 
before the ‘cut-off’ date(s) in the country information section. Any event taking place 
or report/article published after these date(s) is not included.  

All information is publicly accessible or can be made publicly available. Sources and 
the information they provide are carefully considered before inclusion. Factors 
relevant to the assessment of the reliability of sources and information include:  

• the motivation, purpose, knowledge and experience of the source 

• how the information was obtained, including specific methodologies used 

• the currency and detail of information 

• whether the COI is consistent with and/or corroborated by other sources. 

Multiple sourcing is used to ensure that the information is accurate and balanced, 
which is compared and contrasted where appropriate so that a comprehensive and 
up-to-date picture is provided of the issues relevant to this note at the time of 
publication.  

The inclusion of a source is not, however, an endorsement of it or any view(s) 
expressed.  

Each piece of information is referenced in a footnote. Full details of all sources cited 
and consulted in compiling the note are listed alphabetically in the bibliography.  

http://www.refworld.org/docid/48493f7f2.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/48493f7f2.html
https://www.coi-training.net/researching-coi/
https://www.coi-training.net/researching-coi/
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Feedback 

Our goal is to provide accurate, reliable and up-to-date COI and clear guidance. We 
welcome feedback on how to improve our products. If you would like to comment on 
this note, please email the Country Policy and Information Team. 

 

Independent Advisory Group on Country Information 

The Independent Advisory Group on Country Information (IAGCI) was set up in 
March 2009 by the Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration to 
support him in reviewing the efficiency, effectiveness and consistency of approach of 
COI produced by the Home Office.  

The IAGCI welcomes feedback on the Home Office’s COI material. It is not the 
function of the IAGCI to endorse any Home Office material, procedures or policy. 
The IAGCI may be contacted at:  

Independent Advisory Group on Country Information  

Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration 

5th Floor 

Globe House 

89 Eccleston Square 

London, SW1V 1PN 

Email: chiefinspector@icibi.gov.uk   

Information about the IAGCI’s work and a list of the documents which have been 
reviewed by the IAGCI can be found on the Independent Chief Inspector’s pages of 
the gov.uk website.  

  

  

mailto:cipu@homeoffice.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/independent-chief-inspector-of-borders-and-immigration/about/research
mailto:chiefinspector@icibi.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/independent-chief-inspector-of-borders-and-immigration/about/research#reviews
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Background information 
Section 1 updated: 24 May 2022  

1. History 

1.1.1 For a brief history of Egypt, including the recent past, see: 

• the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ 
(Background), Last updated 18 April 2022;  

• the BBC, ‘Egypt Profile’;  

• Goldschmidt, Arthur Eduard et al, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Egypt’  (EB 
Egypt 2021), Last revised 2 November 2021.  

Back to Contents 

 Section 2 updated: 24 May 2022 

2. Geography and demography 

2.1 Country snapshot 

Full country 
name 

Officially Arab Republic of Egypt, formerly United Arab 
Republic1 

Area Total: 1,001,450 sq km - land 995,450 sq km; water 6,000sq 
km2 (approximately 4 times the area of the UK3) 

Flag  

4 

Population  Estimates vary: 102,334,403 (2020) to 106,156,690 (2022 est)5 

Capital city Cairo6 

Other main 
cities/towns 

See Main population centres 

 
1 EB, ‘Egypt’ (Facts and stats), last revised 2 November 2021 
2 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (Geography), last updated 18 April 2022 
3 CIA World Factbook, ‘United Kingdom’ (Geography), last updated April 2022  
4 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ last updated 18 April 2022 
5 UNPFA, ‘Population Trends- Egypt’  
6 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (Government), last updated 18 April 2022 

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13313370
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/united-kingdom/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
https://pdp.unfpa.org/apps/0aeda6af00dd4544ba50452da2dda474/explore
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
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Location Northeastern corner of Africa - borders Libya to the west, Sudan 
to the south, Israel to the northeast, Mediterranean coastline to 
the north, and the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba to the east7 

Languages Arabic (official), English and French used in education and 
business8  

Ethnic 
groups 

Egyptian 99.7%, other 0.3%.9 Egyptians are a mixture of 
‘indigenous African population with those of Arab ancestry’ as 
well descendants of Persians, Romans, Greeks, Crusaders, 
Turks, and Circassians invaders and migrants10  

Religious 
groups 

Muslim (predominantly Sunni) 90%, Christian (majority Coptic 
Orthodox, other Christians include Armenian Apostolic, Catholic, 
Maronite, Orthodox, and Anglican) 10%.11  

Islam is the official religion of Egypt12 

Back to Contents 

2.2 Map 

2.2.1 The CIA World Factbook published a map of Egypt13. 

 

2.2.2 Other maps are available at: United Nations, Geospatial, location information 
for a better world Egypt.  

Back to Contents 

 
7 EB, ‘Egypt’ (Land), 2 November 2021   
8 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (People and society), last updated 18 April 2022 
9 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (People and society), last updated 18 April 2022 
10 EB ‘Egypt, (People), 2 November 2021 
11 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (People and society), last updated 18 April 2022 
12 USSD , 2020 Report on International Religious Freedom’ (Executive summary), 12 May 2022  
13 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ last updated 18 April 2022 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/eg.html
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-report-on-international-religious-freedom/egypt/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
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2.3 Administrative divisions 

2.3.1 According to Bertelsmann Stiftung Transformation Index, ‘Egypt Country 
Report 2022’ of 23 February 2022 (BTI 2022 Country Report), ‘Egypt is 
divided into 27 governorates, which are partially further subdivided into 
regions, towns and villages. Yet the administrative structure is highly 
centralized, with governors and executive organs appointed by the president 
and serving at his discretion.’14  

2.3.2 For a list of the 27 administrative governorates see CIA World Factbook, 
‘Egypt’ (Government). 

Back to Contents 

2.4 Main population centres 

2.4.1 The EB Egypt 2021, stated, ‘Most of Egypt’s people live along the banks of 
the Nile River and more than two-fifths of the population lives in urban 
areas.’15 Similarly, the CIA World Factbook stated that most of the country is 
desert, so about 95% of the population is concentrated in a narrow strip of 
fertile land along the Nile River, which represents only about 5% of Egypt’s 
land area. As of 2022, approximately 21.7 million people were living in Cairo, 
5.4 million in Alexandria, and 764,000 in Bur Sa'id16.   

2.4.2 For information of major population centres see; CIA World Factbook, Egypt 
(population distribution map); Goldschmidt, Arthur Eduard et al, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Egypt’ (Demographic trends), Last revised 2 
November 2021. 

Back to Contents 

2.5 Transport network 

2.5.1 Egypt has extensive rail, road, air and water transport networks see CIA 
World Factbook, Egypt (Transportation), Arthur Eduard et al, Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, Egypt’, (Economy – transportation and communication) 2 
November 2021. 

Back to Contents 

Section 3 updated: 24 May 2022 

3. Constitution 

3.1.1 According to the EB Egypt 2021, ‘Egypt has operated under several 
constitutions, both as a monarchy and, after 1952, as a republic’.17  

3.1.2 For information on Egypt’s constitution and constitutional history see Egypt: 
country policy and information notes, ‘Country Policy and Information Note: 
Egypt : Opposition to the State’, Goldschmidt, Arthur Eduard et al, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Egypt’ (Constitutional framework). 

 
14 BTI, ‘2022 Country Report’ (Political transformation), 23 February 2022 
15 EB ‘Egypt’, (Demographic trends), 2021 
16 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (People and society), last updated 18 April 2022 
17 EB, ‘Egypt 2021’, (Government and society), 2021 

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/#government
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-dashboard/EGY
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/egypt/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt


 

 

 

Page 9 of 42 

3.1.3 For a copy of  2014 Constitution of Egypt see Constitute Egypt 2014 (rev. 
2019 (translated by The International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance).  

Back to Contents 

Section 4 updated: 24 May 2022 

4. Politics 

4.1 Political system 

4.1.1 According to EB Egypt 2021, ‘[t]he Egyptian constitution proclaims the Arab 
Republic of Egypt to be a democratic state with Islam as its state religion and 
Arabic as its national language.’18  

4.1.2 The US Department of State, ‘2021 Country Report of Human Rights 
Practices’ dated 12 April 2022 (USSD 2021 Human Rights Report) stated, 
‘[a]ccording to its constitution, Egypt is a republic governed by an elected 
president and bicameral legislature, with the upper house reconstituted in 
2020 as the Senate after a six-year absence.’19 

4.1.3 For information on Egypt’s political system see The Country Policy and 
Information Note, Egypt : Opposition to the State . 

Back to Contents 

4.2 Political parties  

4.2.1 USSD Egypt Human Rights Report 2021 stated the following: 

‘The constitution grants citizens the ability to form, register, and operate 
political parties. The law requires new parties to have a minimum of 5,000 
members from each of at least 10 governorates. … No political activity may 
be practiced and no political parties may be formed based on religion or 
discrimination based on gender, origin, or sectarian basis or geographic 
location. No activity that is hostile to democratic principles, secretive, or of 
military or quasi-military nature may be practiced. Political parties may not be 
dissolved except by virtue of a court judgment.”.’20 

4.2.2 However, Freedom House,’ Freedom in the World 2022 – Egypt’ (FH 
Freedom in the World 2022) covering events in 2021, stated, ‘[p]olitical 
parties are legally allowed to form and operate, but in practice there are no 
political parties that offer meaningful opposition to the incumbent 
leadership’.’21  

4.2.3 Similarly, the BTI 2022 Country Report noted that whereas Egypt has 
officially a ‘multiparty system since 1977, in practice the NDP [National 
Democratic Party] monopolized the political arena during the Mubarak era 
and after 2013 coup, ‘all parties that had been critical of the new regime 
were gradually silenced or brought under the regime’s control. In 

 
18 EB ‘Egypt 2021’, (Government and society), 2021 
19 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Executive summary), 12 April 2022 
20 USSD, ‘2021Human Rights Report’ (Freedom to participate in the political Process), 12 April 2022 
21 FH, ‘Freedom in the World 2022’, (Political pluralism and participation), 28 February 2022  

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Egypt_2019?lang=en
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Egypt_2019?lang=en
https://www.britannica.com/place/Egypt
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2068728.html
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consequence, the 2020 elections were contested almost solely by pro-
regime parties.’22  

4.2.4 For information on political parties and their leaders see CIA World 
Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (political parties) and on treatment of opposition see BTI, 
‘2022 Country Report: Egypt’ (political and social integration), 23 February 
2022; and Country Policy and Information Note, Egypt: Opposition to the 
State . 

Back to Contents 

Section 5 updated: 24 May 2022 

5. Economy 

5.1.1 Economic snapshot: 

Currency Egyptian pound (EGP) 

Exchange rate 1 GBP = 22.97 EGP (28 April 
2022)23 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
per person 

US$3,161.3 (2021)24 

GDP growth 5.7% (April 2022)25  

Inflation rate (average consumer 
prices) 

7.5% (April 2022)26  

Unemployment rate Figures vary from 7.3%27 to 9.3% 
(2021)28 

Labour force by occupation Agriculture: 23.3% 

Industry: 28.2% 

Services: 48.6% (2021 est) 29 

Poverty rate (as a measure of 
biennial Household Income, 
Expenditure and Consumption 
Survey) 

Decreased from 32.5 % in 
2017/2018 to 29.7 in 2019/2020%30 

5.1.2 According to Egypt’s Ministry of Planning and Economic Development 
(MPED) report dated 2021, real growth rose from 5.3% in 2017/18 to 5.6% in 
2018/2019, and the government budget deficit fell from 12% of GDP in 
2013/2014 to 8.2% in 2018/2019.31 A World Bank report dated 1 November 

 
22 BTI, ‘2022 Country Report’ (Political participation), 23 February 2022 
23 XE Currency Converter, ‘Convert British Pounds to Egyptian Pounds’ 28 April 2022 
24 UN Data, ‘Egypt’ ‘n.d. 
25 IMF, ‘Arab Republic of Egypt’, April 2022  
26 IMF, ‘Arab Republic of Egypt’, April 2022 
27 IMF, ‘Arab Republic of Egypt’, April 2022   
28 World Bank, Data Egypt’, 2022  
29 UN Data, ‘Egypt’ ‘n.d. 
30 UNDP ‘Egypt Human Development Report 2021’ (page123), 26 September 2021. 
31 MPED, ‘Egypt’s 2021 Voluntary National Review’ (page19), 2021  

https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2069653/country_report_2022_EGY.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2069653/country_report_2022_EGY.pdf
https://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/
http://data.un.org/en/iso/eg.html
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS?locations=EG
http://data.un.org/en/iso/eg.html
https://egypt.un.org/en/146158-egypt-human-development-report-2021
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/279512021_VNR_Report_Egypt.pdf
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2021 stated that real growth further declined 3.6% in 2019/2020 and was 
estimated to decline to 3.3 % in 2020/2021.32 

5.1.3 Unemployment, according to the MPED report, fell from 13.3% in 2013/2014 
to 7.5% in 2018/2019.33 The World Bank reported that total unemployment 
(as % of total labour force modelled ILO estimate) was 9.3 % in 2020/202134.  

5.1.4 For further and updated information about the economic generally see IMF, 
Country Report No. 21/163 Arab Republic of Egypt (July 2021), CIA World 
Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (Economy), BTI, ‘2022 Country Report’ (Economic 
transformation), 23 February 2022; World Bank, ‘Egypt’ and the UNDP, 
‘Human Development Report - Egypt’.  

5.1.5 According to the MPED Report, since 2015 Egypt undertook various 
measures to end poverty which resulted in a reduction of poverty. The report 
noted that poverty declined from 32.5% in 2018 to 29.7% in 202035. The 
World Bank reported that ‘around 30 percent of the population continued to 
live below the national poverty line.’ 36  

5.1.6 For information on Egyptian government measures to end poverty and 
challenges faced see Ministry of Planning and Economic Development, 
Egypt’s 2021 Voluntary National Review ; World Bank, ‘Egypt’, last updated 
16 May 2022. 

Back to Contents 

Section 5 updated: 24 May 2022 

 

6. Healthcare 

6.1 General medical system and facilities 

6.1.1 The World Health Organization (WHO) report dated 1 May 2018 stated that 
the new Constitution 2014 addresses health as a fundamental human right 
and declares commitment to covering the whole population with quality 
health services. The report further noted that Article 18 puts Egypt on track 
for progressing towards Universal Health Coverage and the new Social 
Health Insurance (SHI) law has established the legislative structure to fulfil 
the constitutional mandate37.  

6.1.2 The MPED report of 2021 stated that Egypt affirms the universal right to high 
quality healthcare and the government had worked to build and maintain an 
inclusive and effective healthcare system that guarantees high quality 
healthcare services and promotes overall wellbeing. The report noted that 
‘public spending on health grew from 4.9% in 2018 to 6.1% in 2020 and 
medical insurance coverage grew from 51.1 million in 2015 to 56.9 million in 
201938. 

 
32 World Bank, ‘Egypt’ (Overview) last updated 1 November 2021 
33 MPED, ‘Egypt’s 2021 Voluntary National Review’ (page19), 2021  
34 World Bank, Data Egypt ‘, 2022 
35 World Bank, ‘Egypt’ (Overview) last updated 16 May 2022 
36 World Bank, ‘Egypt’ (Overview) last updated 16 May 2022 
37 WHO, ‘Country Cooperation Strategy Egypt - at a glance’ updated May 2018 
38 MPED, ‘Egypt’s 2021 Voluntary National Review’ (pages 24,30), 2021  

https://enterprise.press/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/IMF-SBA-EGYPT-report.pdf
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/EGY
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/EGY
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/279512021_VNR_Report_Egypt.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/279512021_VNR_Report_Egypt.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/egypt/overview#1
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/egypt/overview#1
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/279512021_VNR_Report_Egypt.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS?locations=EG
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/egypt/overview#1
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/egypt/overview#1
https://www.who.int/countries/egy/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/279512021_VNR_Report_Egypt.pdf
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6.1.3 The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), ‘Country of 
origin Information Report – Egypt’ of 17 June 2019 (DFAT COI 2019 report) 
stated that responsibility for the provision of health is divided between the 
Ministry of Health, which funds primary care clinics, the Ministry of Higher 
Education, which funds university hospitals and various independent 
ministries including defence, transport, aviation, electricity and interior, and 
the Health Insurance Organisation39. WHO in its May 2018 report stated the 
new law reorganizes the health system into: ’Social Health Insurance 
Organization (SHIO)’, ’Public Provider Organization’, ’Accreditation and 
Monitoring’ besides ‘the Ministry of Health and Population (MOHP)’40. 

6.1.4 According to the DFAT COI 2019 report, ‘Many Egyptians lack access to 
affordable public health care, particularly in rural areas, and the standard of 
public hospitals is very low. Quality in the private sector is better but limited 
to those few who can afford it’.41 Similarly, USSD 2021 Human Rights Report 
stated, ‘[t]he government provided services, such as free health care, to all 
citizens, but the quality of services was often poor. Other benefits, such as 
social insurance, were available only to employees in the formal sector’.42 
The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office’s (FCDO) guidance 
on living in Egypt for UK citizens updated 4 March 2021 noted that the 
quality of hospital care in Egypt is not always up to NHS standards, facilities 
attached to university medical schools usually have higher quality equipment 
and better trained staff and that private hospitals usually offer a higher level 
of medical care but can be costly43. 

6.1.5 However, WHO in its May 2018 report stated, ‘Egypt has an elaborate 
network whereby 95% of population lives within 5 km radius of a given health 
facility’.44 The UN in a report dated 21 August 2019 noted that between 2015 
and 2018, Egypt constructed 20 new hospitals, medical centres and health 
units in 20 governorates and expanded 38 existing hospitals, medical 
centres and health units. During this period it also added 22,334 beds to 
hospitals of the General Authority for Health Insurance and linked the 
specialized medical councils to the 13 medical sub-councils in a video -
conferencing network45. 

6.1.6 For information on medical facilities, professionals and pharmacies see US 
Embassy in Egypt, Medical Assistance. 

6.1.7 For details of the key health initiatives challenges for the health sector in 
Egypt see WHO, ‘WHO Country Cooperation Strategy at a glance: Egypt’, 1 
May 2018 and ‘Egypt: Health profile 2015’, 2016; for health indicators see 
WHO, The Global health observatory – Egypt’, no date.  

 

Official – sensitive: Start of section 

 
39 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (Paragraphs 2.14 to 2.15), 17 June 2019 
40 WHO, ‘Country Cooperation Strategy Egypt - at a glance’ updated May 2018 
41 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 2.14 to 2.15), 17 June 2019. 
42 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Worker rights), 12 April 2022 
43 FCDO, ‘Living in Egypt’ (Health), 4 March 2021 
44 WHO, ‘WHO country cooperation strategy at a glance: Egypt’, updated 1 May 2018 
45 UN, ‘National Report submitted…’ (paragraph 40), 21 August 2019 

https://eg.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/local-resources-of-u-s-citizens/doctors/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-CCU-18.02-Egypt
https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2016_EN_19264.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/countries/country-details/GHO/egypt?countryProfileId=769a6347-35ca-4f43-8bf7-54ff8d1c951f
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.who.int/countries/egy/
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2071155.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-egypt--3#health
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-CCU-18.02-Egypt
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/34/EGY/1
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The information on this page has been removed as it is restricted for internal Home 
Office use. Official – sensitive: End of section 

Back to Contents 

6.2 Mental health 

6.2.1 The WHO ‘Egypt Health profile 2015’ noted, ‘neuropsychiatric disorders are 
estimated to contribute to 15.1% of the burden of disease and the suicide 
rate is estimated at 1.7 per 100 000 per year.’46   

6.2.2 According to DFAT COI report 2019, ‘[t]he availability of mental health care 
is limited. Most mental health resources are allocated to a small number of 
centralised psychiatric hospitals rather than being integrated into primary 
health care.’47 Similarly, the FCDO travel advice updated March 2020 stated, 
‘[a]ccess to specialised treatment for psychiatric illness is limited and may 
not be available outside major cities.’48 The WHO concurred, noting in its 
2015  report that ‘most mental health services are provided at institutional 
level in mental health hospitals where almost all mental health staff/ 
providers are concentrated.’49 

6.2.3 For information on number of mental health resources see WHO, ‘Health 
profile 2015 – Egypt’ (p.18), 2016 and‘ Mental health Atlas 2017’, 1 January 
2018. 

Back to Contents 

6.3 Covid-19 

6.3.1 According to the BTI 2022 Country Report Egypt was severely impacted by 
COVID-19 in respect to infections, deaths and economic repercussions. The 
pandemic placed additional burden on the health system, and doctors and 
nurses complained about the lack of equipment and tough work conditions50.  

6.3.2 For information on Covid cases, see the WHO, ‘WHO website’; Egypt State 
Information Service, Your Gateway to Egypt, Coronavirus (COVID-19); on 
government measures and policies, see BTI, ‘Egypt Country Report 2022’, 
23 February 2022; UNDP ‘Egypt COVID-19 Response and Recovery 
Interventions of the United Nations in Egypt’ IMF, ‘Policy Responses to 
Covid-19’ (Egypt), 1 July 2021; WHO ‘Egypt’, no date. 
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7. Media and telecommunications 

7.1.1 According to various reports, the media in Egypt is under strict government 
control. The BBC-Monitoring report dated April 2021 stated that authorities 
tightened their grip on traditional and social media following a government 
crackdown on the supporters of ousted Islamist President Mohammed Morsi 

 
46 WHO, ‘Health profile 2015 – Egypt’ (page18), 2016  
47 DFAT, Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 2.16), 17 June 2019. 
48 FCDO, ‘Travel Advice’ (Health), updated 19 September 2020  
49 WHO, ‘Health profile 2015 – Egypt’ (page 18), 2016 
50 BTI, Country Report 2022’ (Stateness), 23 February 2022 

https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2016_EN_19264.pdf?ua=1
https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2016_EN_19264.pdf?ua=1
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/mental-health/mental-health-atlas-2017-country-profiles/egy.pdf?sfvrsn=39d75625_1&download=true
https://www.who.int/countries/egy/
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/144011/Coronavirus-(COVID-19)?lang=en-us
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2069653/country_report_2022_EGY.pdf
ttps://egypt.un.org/en/89430-egypt-covid-19-response-and-recovery-interventions-united-nations-egypt?msclkid=8d727680d05111ecb95ca7614a271292
ttps://egypt.un.org/en/89430-egypt-covid-19-response-and-recovery-interventions-united-nations-egypt?msclkid=8d727680d05111ecb95ca7614a271292
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19#E
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19#E
https://covid19.who.int/region/emro/country/eg?msclkid=8d72d20fd05111ecab36ddf31fd4fac7
https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2016_EN_19264.pdf?ua=1
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/egypt/health
https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2016_EN_19264.pdf?ua=1
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/EGY
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and laws passed in recent years51. The BTI 2022 Country Report stated, ‘the 
media remained under strict state control.’52 Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) 2022 likewise reported that media pluralism is essentially non-existent 
with independent media censored and targeted by prosecutors and 
television and radio serving as loudspeakers for political propaganda53. 

7.1.2 For more information about the media and treatment of media workers, see 
the, RSF, ‘2022 World Press Freedom Index : a new era of polarisation’. 

7.1.3 Internet and media snapshot: 

International 
dialling code 

+20 54 

Internet domain .eg 55 

Broadcast media • National Media Authority (NMA) - state-run, 
operates domestic and satellite networks, 
including Nile News, Nile TV International and 
Nile TV thematic channels 

• Dream TV - private, via satellite 

• Al-Mihwar - private, via satellite 

• Al-Nahar - private, via satellite 

• ON E - private, via satellite 

• Al-Hayah - private, via satellite CBC - private, via 
satellite  

• CBC - private, via satellite 

News agencies • Middle East News Agency (MENA) - state-run 

• Masrawy - news portal 

• Mada Masr - news, in English 

• Egyptian Streets - news, in English 

Newspapers • Al-Ahram - state-owned daily, the oldest 
newspaper in the Arab world 

• Al-Ahram Weekly - in English 

• Al-Jumhuriyah - state-owned daily 

• Al-Misri al-Yawm - private daily 

• Al-Shuruq - private daily 

• Al-Yawm al-Sabi - private daily 

 
51 BBC Monitoring, ‘Egypt’ (media guide), 28 April 2021 
52 BTI ‘ Country Report 2022’ Executive summary), 23 February 2022 
53 RSF, ‘RSF’s 2022 World Press Freedom Index : a new era of polarisation’ (Egypt), 2022 
54 Countrycode.org, ‘Egypt Country Code’, n.d.  
55 CIA World Factbook, ‘Egypt’ (Communications), updated 10 May 2022 

https://rsf.org/en/rsfs-2022-world-press-freedom-index-new-era-polarisation
https://www.maspero.eg/
http://www.dreams.tv/
http://www.elmehwartv.com/
https://al-nahar.tv/
https://www.on-eg.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/AlHayahTVNetwork
http://www.cbc-eg.com/
http://www.cbc-eg.com/
http://www.mena.org.eg/
http://www.masrawy.com/
http://www.madamasr.com/
http://egyptianstreets.com/
http://www.ahram.org.eg/
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/
http://www.algomhuria.net.eg/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/
http://www.shorouknews.com/
http://www.youm7.com/
https://monitoring.bbc.co.uk/product/c202j301#section1
https://rsf.org/en/rsfs-2022-world-press-freedom-index-new-era-polarisation
https://www.countrycode.org/
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• Egypt Independent - in English, sister paper of Al-
Misri al-Yawm 

• Daily News Egypt - private, in English  

Radio • National Media Authority (NMA) - state-run, 
operates national, regional and external services 
including flagship General Programme 

• Nile FM - private, Western pop 

• Nogoum FM - private, Arabic pop 56 
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8. Citizenship and nationality 

8.1.1 Citizenship is legislated for in Law No. 26 of 1975 Concerning Egyptian 
Nationality, amended in Law No. 154 of 14 July 2004 amending Law No. 26 
of 1975, Decree No. 12025 of 26 July 2004 concerning certain provisions 
enforcing Law No. 154.  

8.1.2 For more information on dual citizenship, naturalisation and revocation of 
citizenship, see Citizenship Law in Africa – A Comparative Study (search the 
document for ‘Egypt’), January 2016, and European Union Agency for 
Asylum, COI Query -Egypt Legislation on Nationality and implementation’ 24 
February 2022. 
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9. Official documents 

9.1 Passports  

9.1.1 The Ministry of Interior prints all passports and issues passports to Egyptians 
living within Egypt. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs issues passports to 
Egyptians living abroad and all diplomatic, official and service passports. 
Egypt also issues travel documents to Palestinians however, these travel 
documents do not guarantee Palestinians entry or residence in Egypt57.  

9.1.2 For more information about for Palestinians moving into/out of Egypt from 
the Gaza strip, see Country Policy and Information Note, Occupied 
Palestinian Territories: Background information, including actors of 
protection, and internal relocation. 

9.1.3 The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report stated,  

‘The law imposes penalties on individuals designated by a court as terrorists, 
even without criminal convictions. … The effects of a designation include a 
travel ban, asset freeze, loss of political rights, and passport cancellation. 
The court designation may be appealed directly to the country’s highest 
appeals court,  and authorities do not inform most individuals of their 

 
56 BBC News, ‘Egypt profile – Media’, 29 June 2021 
57 USSD, ‘Egypt – Reciprocity Schedule’ (Passports), n.d. 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/
http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/
https://www.maspero.eg/
http://www.nilefmonline.com/
http://www.nogoumfmonline.com/
https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=search&docid=3ae6b4e218&skip=0&query=Law%20No.%2026%20of%201975%20Concerning%20Egyptian%20Nationality&coi=EGY
https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=search&docid=3ae6b4e218&skip=0&query=Law%20No.%2026%20of%201975%20Concerning%20Egyptian%20Nationality&coi=EGY
https://www.ecoi.net/en/countries/egypt/national-laws/?page=1
https://www.ecoi.net/en/countries/egypt/national-laws/?page=1
https://www.ecoi.net/en/countries/egypt/national-laws/?page=1
https://www.ecoi.net/en/countries/egypt/national-laws/?page=1
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/publications/citizenship-law-africa#publications_download
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/publications/citizenship-law-africa#publications_download
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2068807/2022_02_Q16_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Egypt_Citizenship_Law.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/occupied-palestinian-territories-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/occupied-palestinian-territories-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/occupied-palestinian-territories-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Egypt.html
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impending designation before the court rules’. 58 The DFAT COI report also 
noted that passports are not issued to a person on a travel ban list59. 

9.1.4 The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report further stated: 

‘The government imposed travel bans on some human rights defenders and 
political activists who were under investigation or formally charged. Local 
human rights groups maintained that authorities used travel bans to 
intimidate and silence human rights defenders. A 2018 court ruling stated a 
travel ban “does not require the investigation of certain facts and their 
certainty,” but there must be “serious evidence that there are reasons for it 
and that the decision to prevent travel is due to security reasons and the 
interests of the state”.’60  

9.1.5 For information on requirements for issuance of new passports see DFAT, 
‘Country Information Report – Egypt’, Marsad, ‘Egypt announces regulations 
for issuance of new passports and renewal passports of Egyptians abroad’, 
5 July 2021; and European Union Agency for Asylum, COI Query -Egypt 
Legislation on Nationality and implementation’ 24 February 2022; European 
University Institute, Report on citizenship law: Egypt, 2021 

9.1.6 For a copies of Egyptian passports, see the European Council’s Public 
Register of Authentic travel and identity Documents Online. 
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9.2 Identity cards  

9.2.1 The DAFT COI report 2019 report stated: 

‘Egyptians can obtain a national identity card from the age of 16. National 
identity cards, which include the religion of the cardholder, are mandatory for 
adults in Egypt. Many key transactions are essentially impossible to 
conclude without them, including renting or buying property or vehicles, 
applying for passports and opening bank accounts. Some banks require 
clients to provide national identity cards to access their accounts. It can be 
difficult finding employment without an identity card. Failure to obtain a 
national identity card does not usually result in prosecution. According to in-
country sources, an estimated 5 million women do not have national identity 
cards.’61 

9.2.2 For details on requirements for issuance of ID cards see DFAT, ‘Country 
Information Report – Egypt’,  Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada 
(IRBC)’s Responses to Information Requests - Egypt: Passports including 
their appearance and security features; requirements and procedures to 
obtain a passport, including whether documents required to apply for a 
passport can be obtained by a proxy (2019–October 2021) (paragraph 3.1), 
25 October 2021, and Egypt: Information on national identity cards, including 
appearance; requirements and procedures to obtain the card, and whether 
documents required to apply for a card can be obtained by a proxy (2010-
June 2016), 26 May 2016. 

 
58 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Freedom of movement), 12 April 2022. 
59 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.50 to 5.51), 17 June 2019 
60 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Freedom of movement), 12 April 2022. 
61 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (Paragraphs 5.46 to 5.47), 17 June 2019 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://marsad-egypt.info/en/2021/07/05/egypt-announces-regulations-for-issuance-of-new-passports-and-renewal-passports-of-egyptians-abroad/
https://marsad-egypt.info/en/2021/07/05/egypt-announces-regulations-for-issuance-of-new-passports-and-renewal-passports-of-egyptians-abroad/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2068807/2022_02_Q16_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Egypt_Citizenship_Law.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2068807/2022_02_Q16_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Egypt_Citizenship_Law.pdf
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/71906
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/prado/en/search-by-document-country.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/prado/en/search-by-document-country.html
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458470&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458470&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458470&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458470&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456540
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456540
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456540
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456540
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
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9.3 Birth, death, divorce and marriage certificates 

9.3.1 The Central Civil Registration Office (CCRO) holds information in relation to 
births, deaths and marriages. Persons experiencing or affected by these 
events would generally report them to local authorities in the first instance 
through the CCRO’s local and field offices. Local health units may also 
register births and deaths62. 

9.3.2 For information about the process for obtaining various certificates, see 
USSD,  Egypt – Reciprocity schedule’ no date; and DFAT, ‘Country 
Information Report – Egypt’ 
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9.4 Fraudulent and forged documents 

9.4.1 According to the DFAT COI report 2019 ‘Identity fraud is uncommon. The 
penalties for engaging in identity fraud are severe which discourages the 
practice. Fraudulently obtained genuine documents are also uncommon due 
to cross checking by various ministries.’ 

9.4.2 DFAT assessed that ‘…identity fraud does occur and that it is possible to 
obtain an identity card fraudulently, but these cases are not common 
because of the risk of prosecution and heavy penalties. Cases of identity 
fraud that are referred to or discovered by authorities are investigated and 
prosecuted.’63 
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10. Corruption  

10.1.1 The DFAT COI 2019 report stated that ‘Despite […a] strong official 
framework, corruption is widespread throughout Egypt’ and that the 
‘payment of baksheesh, or tips, in order to receive basic services is part of 
everyday life’. The report further noted that ‘legislation is enforced unevenly, 
leading government officials to act with impunity.’64 The USSD 2021 Human 
Rights Report stated that although the law provides criminal penalties for 
corruption by officials the government did not consistently implement the law 
effectively65.  

10.1.2 The 2021 Transparency International (TI) corruption perception index (CPI), 
scored Egypt 33/100 (a country’s score is the perceived level of public sector 
corruption on a scale of 0-100, where 0 means highly corrupt and 100 
means very clean) and ranked it 117/180 (a lower ranking indicates a greater 
level of corruption)66.  

 
62 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.41 to 5.45), 17 June 2019 
63 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.52 to 5.53), 17 June 2019 
64 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 2.24), 17 June 2019 
65 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report  (Corruption and lack of transparency …), 12 April 2022 
66 TI, ‘Corruption Perception Index 2021’, 2021 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Egypt.html
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2071155.html
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021/index/egy


 

 

 

Page 18 of 42 

10.1.3 For prevalence of corruption within government generally see BTI, ‘2022 
Country Report - Egypt’, 23 February 2022; and GlobalSecurity.org Egypt- 
Corruption, no date; and TI, ‘Corruption Perception Index 2021. 
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Human rights issues relevant to 
protection claims 
The issues below are not exhaustive. Rather they are topics which may be relevant 
to protection claims.  

 

Official – sensitive: Start of section 

The information on this page has been removed as it is restricted for internal Home 
Office use. Official – sensitive: End of section 

 

11. Human rights – overview 

11.1.1 USSD 2021 Human Rights Report  stated:  

‘Significant human rights issues included credible reports of: unlawful or 
arbitrary killings …; forced disappearance by state security; torture and 
cases of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment by the 
government; harsh and life-threatening prison conditions; arbitrary detention; 
political prisoners or detainees; politically motivated reprisals against 
individuals located in another country; arbitrary or unlawful interference with 
privacy; serious abuses in a conflict…; serious restrictions on free 
expression and media … serious restrictions on internet freedom; substantial 
interference with the freedom of peaceful assembly and freedom of 
association … restrictions on freedom of movement …  serious and 
unreasonable restrictions on political participation; serious government 
restrictions on domestic and international human rights organizations; and 
crimes involving violence or threats of violence targeting lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, or intersex persons ….’67 

11.1.2 FH Freedom in the World 2022 stated:  

‘President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who first took power in a 2013 coup, has 
governed Egypt in an increasingly authoritarian manner. Meaningful political 
opposition is virtually non-existent, as expressions of dissent can draw 
criminal prosecution and imprisonment. Civil liberties, including press 
freedom and freedom of assembly, are tightly restricted. Security forces 
engage in human rights abuses and extrajudicial killing with impunity. 
Discrimination against women, LGBT+ people, and other groups remain 
serious problems, as does a high rate of domestic violence.68 
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67 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report ’ (Executive summary), 12 April 2022 
68 FH, ‘Freedom in the World 2022’ (Overview), 28 February 2022 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2068728.html
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12. Children 

12.1.1 According to UNICEF, ‘The State of the World’s Children 2021’ report, in 
2020, 38.4 % of the Egyptian population (39,988,000 out of 102,334,000) 
was under 18 years69. 

12.1.2 Egypt is a signatory of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC)70 and has introduced laws to protect children from abuse and 
provide them with an education. According to the USSD 2021 Human Rights 
Report, ‘[t]he constitution stipulates the government shall protect children 
from all forms of violence, abuse, mistreatment, and commercial and sexual 
exploitation.’71 Despite the legal protection, the report stated that abuses 
occurred, including female genital mutilation [FGM], trafficking, under-age 
marriage and mistreatment in detention including torture and sharing cells 
with adults72. 

12.1.3 An undated UNICEF report observed, ‘Egypt has made recent gains in the 
reduction of child mortality and nearly universal access to education. 
However, a rapidly growing population and increasing levels of poverty and 
inequality are exacerbating health, nutrition, education and protection risks 
for boys, girls and women throughout the country and mitigate the inter-
generational transmission of poverty and inequity.’73 

12.1.4 For information on education and abuses against children see USSD, ‘2021 
Human Rights Report ’ (Child abuse) 12 April 2022; DFAT, Country 
Information Report – Egypt’ (Education), 17 June 2019; on FGM see 28 Too 
Many, Egypt; on abuses see HRW, ‘“No One Cared He Was A Child”; 
UNICEF, ‘A Familiar Face’, October 2017, and child labour see, US 
Department of Labor ‘Child Labour and Forced Labour Reports Egypt’,2020. 

Back to Contents 

13. Civil society, including human rights defenders 

13.1.1 The DFAT COI 2019 report stated, ‘[t]he ability of individuals and 
organisations to carry out human rights-related activities has been 
considerably tightened under the Sisi administration. The government has 
increasingly restricted the ability of international and domestic NGOs to 
receive foreign funding.’74 The report further noted that authorities used The 
Law on Associations and Foundations Working in the Field of Civil Work 
(Law70/2017) which was introduced in May 2017 and the provisions under 
the Counter-Terrorism Law and other state of emergency measures against 
human rights defenders and other activists75. 

13.1.2 USSD 2021 Human Rights Report noted that  ‘independent domestic human 
rights NGOs struggled to operate as a result of pressure from security forces 
throughout the country’. The report went on to say that ‘[a]uthorities 
sometimes allowed civil society organizations not registered as NGOs to 

 
69 UNICEF, ‘The State of World’s Children 2021’, (p. 188), October 2021  
70 OHCHR, Treaty Bodies (Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), no date 
71 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report ’ (Child abuse) 12 April 2022 
72 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report ’ (Child abuse) 12 April 2022 
73 UNCEF, ‘Partnerships for Children 2018-2022’ (Foreword), no date 
74 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 3.59), 17 June 2019 
75 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 3.60 – 3.63), 17 June 2019 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.28toomany.org/country/egypt/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/03/23/no-one-cared-he-was-child/egyptian-security-forces-abuse-children-detention
https://www.unicef.org/egypt/sites/unicef.org.egypt/files/2018-04/Violence_in_the_lives_of_children_and_adolescents.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/egypt
https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-worlds-children-2021
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.unicef.org/egypt/media/2806/file?msclkid=f5f05b57d06c11ec8992b7f88c3350c8
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
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operate, but such organizations reported harassment, along with threats of 
government interference, investigation, asset freezes, or closure.76 

13.1.3 For information on regulations of NGOs see DFAT, Country Information 
Report Egypt’ (Groups of interest), 17 June 2019; USSD, ‘2021 Human 
Rights Report’ (Freedom of expression), 12 April 2022; and Country Policy 
and Information Note on Egypt: Opposition to state. 
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14. Conflict-related abuses 

14.1.1 Since 2013 security forces have been engaged in a military conflict with 
militant Islamists claiming affiliation with the Islamic State (IS) in North Sinai 
province which was placed under a localised state of emergency in October 
2014. In February 2018, security forces launched ‘Operation Sinai 2018’ 
which significantly intensified the offensive in North Sinai in an attempt to 
create a buffer zone along the Gaza border.77  

14.1.2 Most attacks in North Sinai have been carried out against government and 
military installations and personnel. However, some attacks have targeted 
civilians suspected of working with the authorities. Terrorist and armed 
groups also abducted civilians. As the USSD 2021 Human Rights Report, 
stated, IS-Sinai killed approximately 22 civilians, 51 security forces and 
abducted 26 civilians between January and July 2021. Some abductees 
were released while others were shot or beheaded78. 

14.1.3 The USSD, ‘Country Reports on Terrorism 2020', covering events in 2020 
based to a series of official government publications reported that security 
forces reportedly killed more than 150 suspected terrorists. Using open-
source reporting, the report stated there were an estimated 234 terrorist 
attacks across the country in 2020, of which the vast majority were claimed 
by ISIS-SP [ISIS-Sinai Province]. These attacks and a subsequent three-
month security operation displaced an estimated 10,000 local residents. 
According to the report, the North Sinai governor released the first official 
Egyptian government statistics on civilian casualties in the governorate, 
which reported 1,004 civilian deaths and 2,800 civilian injuries over the past 
six years. The report did not distinguish whether civilian casualties resulted 
from terrorism or government CT operations, or from both. The North Sinai 
governor reported in June paying more than $220 million in compensation 
for residents harmed by counterterrorism operations from 2015 to 2020.79 

14.1.4 For terrorist attacks and war on terror see Helena Burgrova in Heinrich-Böll-
Stiftung ‘Egypt's failing War on Terror’ February 2017; National Consortium 
for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), Global 
Terrorism Database’, 2021; and Egypt Country Security Report (osac.gov). 
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76 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Section 5), 12 April 2022  
77 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report Egypt’ (paragraph 2.38, 2.39), 17 June 2019 
78 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report ‘ (Conflict related abuses), 12 April 2022  
79 USSD, ‘Country Reports on Terrorism 2020’, (Egypt) 16 December 2021  

https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/country-information-reports
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/country-information-reports
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/egypt-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/egypt-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://tn.boell.org/sites/default/files/policy-brief-egypt-1-security.pdf
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd
https://www.osac.gov/Content/Report/f9535564-b44b-40f6-971b-1c31033d9a55
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/country-information-reports
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/egypt
https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2020/


 

 

 

Page 22 of 42 

15. Crime  

15.1.1 According FCDO travel advice for UK nationals, not Egyptian citizens, 
updated 22 March 2022, ‘the crime rate in Egypt is generally low, but over 
the years visitors have sometimes suffered armed robberies, muggings 
(including in taxis), sexual assaults, and break-ins to accommodation and 
cars’. The advice further stated, ‘since January 2011, Egypt has experienced 
significant political turmoil and the political environment remains restrictive. 
This has sometimes involved violent protests and disturbances, which have 
resulted in a number of deaths.’80  

15.1.2 The FCDO81 report and USSD travel advisory for Egypt dated 2 May 202282 
further stated that terrorist groups continue to plot attacks in Egypt.  
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16. Criminal justice system 

16.1 Penal code 

16.1.1 The CIA World Factbook noted Egypt has a ‘mixed legal system based on 
Napoleonic civil and penal law, Islamic religious law, and vestiges of 
colonial-era laws.83 The Egyptian penal code was promulgated in 193784 but 
has since been amended. A copy of the Egyptian Penal Code can be found 
at UNODC Criminal Code of Egypt (English). 
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16.2 Judiciary  

16.2.1 The DFAT COI 2019 report stated the judiciary is a powerful actor in 
Egyptian society and has broad public support and respect with senior 
judges generally seen as professional and independent85. 

16.2.2 The Egyptian judiciary has 3 major strands: the common court system which 
deals with basic civil and criminal matters (the Court of Cassation, is the final 
venue for appeal); the State Council responsible for administrative disputes 
(the Supreme Administrative Court is the highest instance) and the Supreme 
Constitutional Court which has competence over constitutionality of laws and 
to interpret legislative texts86. 

16.2.3 The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report stated, ‘[t]he constitution provides for 
an independent judiciary’ and ‘the government generally respected court 
orders’.87 According to the report ‘Article 184 of the Constitution guarantees 
the independence of the judiciary, and prohibits interference in judicial 
affairs; Article 186 guarantees the independence and permanent status of 

 
80 FCDO, ‘Foreign travel advice – Egypt’, updated 21 March 2022  
81 FCDO, ‘Foreign travel advice ’, updated 21 March 2022 
82 USSD ‘Egypt Travel Advisory’, 2 May 2022 
83 CIA World Factbook , ‘Egypt’ (Government), updated 26 April 2022 
84 Government of Egypt, ‘Penal Code, No 58 of 1937’, August 1937, unofficial translation  
85 DFAT ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 5.11), 17 June 2019 
86 FH, ‘Freedom in the World 2022 – Egypt’ 28 February 2022 
87 USSD, Human rights Report 2021’ (Denial of fair public trial) 12 April 2022 
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judges; and  Article 198 prohibits the arrest or detention of lawyers engaged 
in defence work.’88  There is  also an independent Public Prosecution Office 
headed by a Prosecutor-General, who is a senior judge whose role is to 
conduct neutral and unbiased investigations89.  

16.2.4 However, according to reports the judiciary has increasingly come under 
government control. The BTI 2022 Country Report stated that although the 
judiciary has long enjoyed a degree of independence with further 
improvements made by the 2014 constitution, the regime has gradually 
brought it under tighter government control. The April 2019 constitutional 
amendments, the report noted further expanded the president’s control over 
it90. FH 2022 Freedom in the World report stated: 

‘… the executive branch exerts influence over the courts, which typically 
protect the interests of the government, military, and security apparatus and 
have often disregarded due process and other basic safeguards in cases 
against the government’s political opponents and all forms of independent 
expression. The 2019 constitutional amendments further strengthened the 
president’s supervisory powers over the judiciary and undermined its 
independence.’91 

16.2.5 The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report stated ‘[t]he law provides for the right 
to a fair and public trial, but the judiciary often failed to uphold this right. …  
Individual courts sometimes appeared to lack impartiality and to arrive at 
outcomes that were politically motivated or without individual findings of 
guilt’.92  

16.2.6 The 2021 USSD Human rights Report93, AI report dated 18 February 202094 
and the BTI 2022 Country Report95 all stated that civilians accused of 
threatening national security are tried by military courts. This occurred in the 
context of the state of emergency, frequent application of the 2015 terrorism 
law and the April 2019 constitutional amendments.   

16.2.7 The use of military courts to try civilians undermined fair trial.  According to 
the USDD 2021 Human Rights Report: 

‘Military courts did not meet basic standards. Military courts are not open to 
the public. Defendants in military courts nominally enjoyed the same fair trial 
assurances as those in civilian courts, but the military judiciary has wide 
discretion to curtail these rights on public security grounds and regularly did 
so. Military courts often tried defendants in a matter of hours, frequently in 
groups, and sometimes without access to an attorney, leading lawyers and 
NGOs to assert they did not meet basic standards of due process.’ 96 

16.2.8 For information about the judiciary, including its effectiveness and availability 
of legal aid, see AI, ‘Human Rights in the Middle East and North Africa…’ the 

 
88 DFAT ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 5.10-5.11), 17 June 2019 
89 DFAT ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 5.11), 17 June 2019 
90 BTI, ‘2022 Country Report’ (Political participation), 23 February 2022 
91 FH, Freedom in the World 2022- Egypt’ (Rule of law)‘ 28 February 2022 
92 USSD, ‘2021Human Rights Report’ (Denial of fair trial), 12 April 2022 
93 USSD, ‘2021Human Rights Report’ (Denial of fair trial), 12 April 2022 
94 AI, ‘Human Rights in the Middle East and North Africa…’ (page 20), 18 February 2020 
95 BTI, ‘2022 Country Report’ (Rule of law), 23 February 2022 
96 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Trial procedures),12 April 2022 
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DFAT ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.10 to 5.28), 17 
June 2019;  Equal Rights Trust, ‘A Past still Present’ (Legal Aid System), 
December 2018; HRW, ‘Egypt: Constitutional Amendments Entrench 
Repression’, 20 April 2019 and World Report 2020’ (Egypt); International 
Commission of Jurists, ‘Egyptian Judiciary: A Tool of Repression, September 
2016’; UN General Assembly, The human rights report for 2019 (section 1e); 
USSD, Human rights Report 2021; UN General Assembly, 'National report 
submitted in accordance with paragraph 5 of the annex to Human Rights 
Council resolution 16/21*’. 
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17. Detention  conditions and capital punishment 

17.1 Prisons 

17.1.1 According to USSD 2021 Human Rights Report, ‘prison conditions were 
harsh and life threatening due to widespread overcrowding and lack of 
adequate access to medical care, proper sanitation and ventilation, food, 
and potable water.’97 Similarly AI stated in its report dated February 2020, 
that torture remained rife in formal and informal places of detention and 
‘overcrowded and unhygienic cells, lack of ventilation, prolonged solitary 
confinement and denial of family visits contributed to inhumane conditions of 
detention across the country.’98 

17.1.2 For more information on prison conditions see USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights 
Report ’ (Prison and detention conditions); HRW, ‘Submission to the UN 
Human Rights Committee in Advance of its Review of Egypt’ (Prison 
Conditions and deaths in custody (Arts. 7, 10) 28 January 2022; HRW, 
Egypt: Apparent Covid-19 Outbreaks in Prisons, 20 July 2020; Country 
Policy and Information Note, Opposition to State, Section 4.4, Conditions in 
Detention; Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy (TIMEP);  Detention 
Conditions in Egypt 29 August 2019.World Prison Brief, ‘Egypt’, no date.  

Back to Contents 

17.2 Death penalty 

17.2.1 The DFAT COI 2019 report noted that under the Criminal and Military 
Codes, 104 offences are punishable by execution which is carried out by 
hanging and firing squad for military personnel.99 According to various 
reports the use of the death penalty and executions have increased 
dramatically, despite serious concerns about due process violations and 
politicized prosecutions.100  

17.2.2 USSD 2021 Human Rights Report reported at least 53 mass trials have 
taken place since 2011 in which 2,182 persons were sentenced to death101. 

 
97 USSD, ‘Human rights Report 2021’ (Prison and detention center conditions),12 April 2022 
98 AI, ‘Human Rights in the Middle East…’,18 February 2020. 
99 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 4.8), 17 June 2019 
100 FH, ‘2020 Country Report’ (Rule of law), 4 March 2020 
101 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report ’ (Trial procedures), 12 April 2022 
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HRW report dated October 2020 stated that 49 people were executed in ten 
days102 and in its World Report 2022 that in the first six months of 2021 
authorities executed 80 people103. AI report dated January 2022 ranked 
Egypt third-worst in numbers of executions worldwide104.  

17.2.3 For information on death sentences and executions see AI Global Report,  
‘Death Sentences and Executions 2020’ 21 April 2021; Egyptian Front for 
Human Rights ‘Executions in Egypt (2013-2018)’ 4 April 2019; Reprieve, The 
death penalty in Egypt: Ten years after the uprising’ 24 May 2021,  TIMEP, 
‘Executions and the Death Penalty’ 17 June 2019.  
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18. Ethnic/nationality groups 

18.1.1 The Egyptian society is largely homogenous with both Sunni Muslims and 
Christians accepting the idea of a unified nation and identify as Arab 
Egyptians. The Amazigh, Bedouins, and Nubians are the only ethnic 
minorities.105 The country also hosted approximately 6.3 million migrants 
more than half of which were from Sudan and South Sudan106. 

18.1.2 According to USSD Human Rights Report 2021, Nubians and Bedouins 
faced racial or ethnic violence and discrimination. Migrants also reported 
incidents of racial insults and sexual harassment due to their skin colour107. 
in addition, FH stated in its 2021 report that ‘Christians, Shiite Muslims, 
people of color, and LGBT+ people face discrimination and are denied 
access to rights, which in turn affects their ability to participate in political 
life.’108 
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19. Freedom of movement 

19.1 General comments on freedom of movement  

19.1.1 The USSD Human Rights Report 2021 noted that the government generally 
respected freedom of internal movement, foreign travel, emigration, and 
repatriation, with some exceptions, including the treatment of potential 
refugees and asylum seekers109. 
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102 HRW, ‘Egypt: 49 Executions In 10 Days’, 22 October 2020 
103 HRW, ‘World Report 2022 – Egypt’ (Fair trials, due process, death penalty), 13 January 2022 
104 HRW, ‘World Report 2022 – Egypt’ (Fair trials, due process, death penalty), 13 January 2022 
105 BTI, 2022 Country Report’ (Stateness), 23 February 2022 
106 USSD 2021 Human Rights Report’ (Systemic racial or ethnic violence …), 12 April 2022 
107 USSD ‘Human rights Report 2021’ (Systemic racial or ethnic violence …), 12 April 2022 
108 FH, ‘Freedom in the World 2022 – Egypt' (Political pluralism and participation), 28 February 2022  
109 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Freedom of movement),12 April 2022 
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19.2 Internal movement  

19.2.1 The DFAT COI 2019 report  noted, ‘Article 62 of the Constitution guarantees 
freedom of movement, residence and emigration’ and that ‘there is no legal 
impediment to internal movement within Egypt, and Egyptians can and do 
relocate for a variety of reasons’.’110  

19.2.2 The FH 2020 Country Report noted, ‘internal travel and access are restricted 
tightly in North Sinai and to a lesser extent in other governorates along 
Egypt’s borders’ and that ‘Sinai residents are subject to curfews, 
checkpoints, and other obstacles to travel.’111 Similarly, the USSD 2021 
Human Rights Report 2021 noted that ‘[c]itizens and foreigners may not 
travel freely in areas of the country designated as military zones’ and that the 
government sought to prevent travel to North Sinai on safety grounds.112 
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19.3 Foreign travel  

19.3.1 The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report noted that there are restrictions on 
foreign travel for men who have not completed compulsory military service 
and have not obtained an exemption and citizens between ages 18 and 40 
require permission from the Interior Ministry to travel to 16 countries113 in 
order to make it more difficult to join terrorist groups and to stop the flight of 
criminals. Authorities also maintained a “no-fly” list that prevented some 
defendants in court cases from fleeing the country and imposed travel bans 
on some human rights defenders and political activists who were under 
investigation or formally charged. According to local human rights groups 
authorities used travel bans to intimidate and silence human rights 
defenders114. 

19.3.2 According to the DFAT COI 2019 report: 

‘The Passport Control Department of the Interior Ministry is responsible for 
conducting exit checks, which are strictly enforced. When leaving Egypt, 
Egyptians must present a valid passport and a valid visa for their destination 
country, if required. Egyptian males are required to show evidence of their 
military service status (including proof of exemption, if relevant). …  

‘Egypt keeps records of entries and exits from the country, and security 
services have the capacity to find out if an individual is in Egypt or abroad. 
Egyptian law prevents persons from leaving the country if they have criminal 
charges against their names. These names are recorded on a ‘warning list’, 
amended by judges and the Prosecutor-General, against which all travellers 
are checked prior to departing from the country. Credible human rights 
organisations have reported that the Interior Ministry and the Egyptian 
General Intelligence Service can amend this ‘warning list’ to include persons 
of interest to the security apparatus, including for political reasons…’115  

 
110 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 5.32), 17 June 2019 
111 FH, ‘2020 Country Report’ (Personal autonomy and individual rights), 4 March 2020 
112 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Freedom of Movement … ),12 April 2022 
113 These are Georgia, Guinea, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Qatar, South 
Africa, South Korea, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, and Yemen 
114 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Freedom of movement), 12 April 2022 
115 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.33 to 5.34), 17 June 2019 
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19.3.3 For information on ‘warning list see DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – 
Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.35 to 5.36), 17 June 2019 and on exit and entry 
procedures see Refugee Board of Canada, Egypt: Exit and entry procedures 
at airports and land borders (2017 to September 2019). 
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19.4 Returnees 

19.4.1 The 2019 DFAT Report noted: 

‘The International Organization for Migration (IOM) runs a program in Egypt 
that assists voluntary returnees, in co-operation with the country from which 
they are returning. Egyptian authorities co-operate with the IOM in these 
arrangements. DFAT assesses that people who return to Egypt after several 
years’ absence will not face any adverse attention on their return due to their 
absence. Likewise, DFAT assesses that failed asylum seekers will not face 
adverse attention because of their failed application for asylum when they 
return to Egypt. 

‘Egypt accepts involuntary returnees. Egyptian officials generally pay little 
regard to failed asylum seekers upon their return to the country, although it is 
possible that some individuals will be questioned upon entry or will have their 
entry delayed. Many thousands of Egyptians enter and leave the country 
every day. Egyptians who out-stay their work or tourist visas in other 
countries are regularly returned to Egypt with no attention paid to them by 
authorities. DFAT is not aware of failed asylum seekers being reported by 
airport authorities to the Ministry of Interior or any of the security services 
beyond the normal processes for returning Egyptian nationals.  

‘DFAT assesses that Egyptian embassies or other officials usually take note 
of political activities conducted by Egyptians abroad. However, only 
particularly high-profile cases (i.e. those that gain media notoriety in Egypt) 
are generally of interest to Egyptian authorities. Lower profile political 
activists may be questioned on return to Egypt but are unlikely to be 
detained or otherwise mistreated.’116 
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20. Media workers and bloggers  

20.1.1 The BTI 2022 Country Report noted that article 65 of the constitution grants 
freedom of thought, opinion and expression while article 71 prohibits the 
censorship, suspension or closure of media organizations. However, in 
practice those freedoms are severely restricted. The report cites the  
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) which stated that at least 27 
journalists were imprisoned at the end of 2020, which is the third-highest 
number globally. The restrictions extends to bloggers and social media users 

 
116 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.38 to 5.40), 17 June 2019 
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who have been detained for criticizing the  ruling elite, sharing atheist views 
or defending homosexuality, among other issues117. 

20.1.2 The DFAT COI 2019 report stated,  ‘[u]nder the Sisi administration, the 
ability of journalists and social media users to exercise freedom of 
expression has been significantly reduced.’118 USSD 2021 Human Rights 
Report also stated that journalists regularly faced criminal prosecution for 
criticizing the government. According to the report, police arrested several 
journalists during the year for covering politically sensitive topics and while it 
released some others remained in detention119. AI 2021/2022 report on 
human rights situation in Egypt noted that ‘authorities continued to block at 
least 600 websites containing news or information on human rights and other 
topics.’120 

20.1.3 For information about the treatment of media workers and bloggers see 
state, including people affiliated with political parties and groups, see USSD, 
2021 Human Rights Report, (Freedom of expression), 12 April 2022; DFAT, 
Country Information Report Egypt’ (Media) 17 June 2019 
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21. Political opposition 

21.1.1 For information about the treatment of critics of the state, including people 
affiliated with political parties and groups, see; ‘Country Policy and 
Information Note Egypt: Opposition to state’. 
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22. Religious freedom  

22.1.1 For information on religious freedom see Country Policy and Information 
note on Egypt: Christians. 
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23. Security forces 

23.1 Structure and effectiveness 

23.1.1 According to CIA World Factbook, the security forces consist of the Egyptian 
Armed Forces (EAF) -  Army, Navy, Air Force, Air Defense Command, and 

 
117 BTI, ‘2022 Country Report’ (political participation), 23 February 2022 
118 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 3.68), 17 June 2019 
119 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Freedom of expression), 12 April 2022 
120 AI, Human rights situation; Egypt 2021’ (Right to freedom of expression), 29 March 2022 
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Border Guard Forces and Interior Ministry - Public Security Sector Police, 
the Central Security Force and National Security Sector121. 

23.1.2 The Interior Ministry supervises law enforcement and internal security, 
including the Public Security Sector Police responsible for law enforcement 
nationwide; the Central Security Force which protects infrastructure and is 
responsible for crowd control and the National Security Sector which is 
responsible for internal security threats and counterterrorism along with other 
security services122.  

23.1.3 According to DFAT COI 2019 report, the roles and responsibilities of the 
police force are set out in Articles 206 and 207 of the constitution and the 
‘Supreme Police Council, which is composed of senior police officers and the 
State Council’s Chief Legal Officer, assists the MOI [Ministry of Interior] in 
organising police affairs123. 

23.1.4 The DFAT COI 2019 report further noted that ‘professionalism varies across 
the police’ and ‘the effectiveness of the police in general is limited by a 
shortage of equipment, a lack of training, low pay and poor investigative 
skills, particularly in relation to investigating cases of sexual assault’. 
According to the report, ‘The police do not enjoy the same high public 
esteem as the Egyptian military. The police’s ability to deal with evidence is 
widely mistrusted, particularly in relation to politically sensitive cases…’ 124 

23.1.5 The armed forces are responsible for external defense, but they also have a 
mandate to assist police in protecting vital infrastructure during a state of 
emergency125. Law 136/2014 allows the military to assist police in the 
protection of vital public facilities and provides military personnel with arrest 
authority during periods of significant turmoil126.  

23.1.6 The 2020 Global Fire Power Index, ranked Egypt’s military 9th out of 138 
countries. It holds a PwrIndx [Power Index] score of 0.1869 (The Global 
Firepower ranking utilizes over 50 individual factors to determine a given 
nation's power index score with categories ranging from military might and 
financials to logistical capability and geography. A score of 0.0000 is 
considered 'perfect').127 It also estimated the active military personnel to be 
440,000 to 920,000 with 480,000 reserves128. 

23.1.7 According to the DFAT COI 2019 report, ‘[m]ost Egyptians view the military 
as an institution that offers stability and it enjoys considerable power, 
prestige, independence, and popular support. The majority of Egyptian 
males will serve in the military at some stage.’ 129 The report noted that 
Egyptian military long played a prominent role in Egyptian political and 
economic life. It held interim power in Egypt from February 2011 (Mubarak’s 

 
121 CIA World Factbook ‘Egypt’ (Military and security), last updated 28 April 2022 
122 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Executive summary), 12 April 2022  
123 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 5.5 to 5.6), 17 June 2019 
124 DFAT, Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph  5.7), 17 June 2019 
125 USSD, Human rights Report 2021’ (page1) 12 April 2022  
126 DFAT, Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.2 to 5.3) , 17 June 2019 
127 Global Power Index, 2022 Military Strength Ranking, updated 9 April 2022 
128 Global Fire Power, ‘Egypt Military Strength (2020)’ (Manpower), updated April 2022 
129 DFAT, Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.2 to 5.3) , 17 June 2019 
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https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/country-information-reports
https://www.globalfirepower.com/countries-listing.php
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=egypt
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resignation) until June 2012 (Morsi’s election), removed Morsi from power in 
July 2013, and again held interim power until Sisi’s election in May 2014130. 

Back to Contents 

23.2 Human rights violations  

23.2.1 HRW report ‘Security Forces Dealt’ dated 7 September 2021 stated: 

‘Under the pretext of combating terrorism, President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s 
government has effectively given the Interior Ministry’s police and National 
Security Agency free rein to suppress all opposition, including peaceful 
dissent, with near-absolute impunity for grave abuses. The result has been 
one of the worst prolonged human rights crises in the country’s recent 
history. Much of the reporting by human rights groups and investigative 
journalists has focused on the extralegal killings of peaceful protesters, mass 
arbitrary arrests, forced disappearances, and ill-treatment and torture in 
custody.’131 

a. Torture  

23.2.2 Torture is prohibited by the Egyptian constitution. According to the USSD 
2021 Human Rights report under Article 52 torture in all forms and types is a 
crime with no statute of limitation and the penal code forbids public officials 
from using torture under any circumstances to induce a confession132. 
Besides, Egypt is a signatory to the U.N. Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights133. 

23.2.3 Despite the legal protections, various report stated that security forces 
routinely resort to torture as a means of obtaining confessions. The DFAT 
COI 2019 report134, USSD 2021 Human Rights Report,135 AI report dated 29 
March 2022,136 FH 2022 Country Report137 and Human Rights First report 
dated 15 July 2021,138 all reported that  security forces engaged in torture 
including beatings, electric shocks, psychological abuse, sexual assault, 
suspension in contorted positions and indefinite solitary confinement in dire 
conditions.  

23.2.4 DFAT COI 2019 report  noted police brutality and impunity for abuses by 
security forces persist139. The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report also noted 
that the government failed to consistently punish or prosecute officials who 
committed abuses or comprehensively investigate allegations of human 
rights abuses.140 And the BTI 2022 Country Report stated that military and 

 
130 DFAT, Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraph 5.2 to 5.3) , 17 June 2019 
131 HRW, ‘Security Forces Dealt with Them’, 7 September 2021 
132 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report (Torture …), 12 April 2022 
133 TIMEP, ‘Torture in Egyptian … ’ (Background), 15 September 2017 
134 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.9),17 June 2019 
135 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights …Report ‘ (Torture …),12 April 2022 
136 AI, ‘Egypt’ (Torture …), 29 March 2022 
137 FH, ‘2020 Country Report’ (Section F), 4 March 2020 
138 Human Rights First, ‘Creating Time Bombs: How Abuse in Egypt’s Prison … ’, 15 July 2021 
139 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 5.9),17 June 2019 
140 USSD, ‘2021 Human rights Report 2021’ (Executive summary), 12 April 2022 
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security personnel are rarely prosecuted and are legally protected against 
civil prosecution141. 

23.2.5 However, there were reported cases of police officers being prosecuted for 
abuses. The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report reported that on 4 April 2021 
the Court of Cassation upheld a 2019 verdict acquitting 6 police officers and 
2 non-commissioned police personnel charged with torturing to death a 
citizen and forging official documents inside a police station in 2017. On the 
same date a criminal court reconvicted 2 non-commissioned police 
personnel for torturing to death a donkey-cart driver, in a Cairo police station 
in 2016 and  in December 2020 sentenced a police officer and 8 other non-
commissioned personnel to 3 years in prison and acquitted  a police corporal 
charged in the cased142. 

23.2.6 For more information on torture and other abuses the security forces see AI, 
‘Permanent State of Exception: Abuses by the Supreme State Security 
Prosecution’, 27 November 2019, and ‘Human Rights in the Middle East and 
North Africa’ (Egypt); BTI ‘2022 Country Report: Egypt’, 23 February 2022; 
DFAT Country Information Report – Egypt’, 17 June 2019; ‘Egypt: Security 
Forces Disappear, Torture Children’, March 2020, and ‘“No One Cared He 
Was A Child” Egyptian Security Forces’ Abuse of Children in Detention’, 23 
March 2020; USSD, 2021 Human Rights Report ‘ (Torture ….), 12 April 
2022; Dignity, Torture in Egypt: Systemic and systematic no date; The 
Guardian(UK), We’re next’: Prisoner’s secret filming appears to show torture 
in Cairo police station’, 24 January 2022; Human Rights First, Creating Time 
Bombs: How Abuse in Egypt’s Prison System Fuels ISIS Recruitment’, 15 
July 2021 

23.2.7 For information about treatment of government critics, see Country Policy 
and Information Note on Egypt: Opposition to state. 
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b. Extra-judicial killings 

23.2.8 The 2019 DFAT report noted that ‘International human rights organisations 
allege that police and military actions since the 2011 revolution have resulted 
in the extrajudicial deaths of several thousand people, with few credible 
investigations or prosecutions of those responsible. …’ The report further 
stated that, ‘Human rights groups also allege that security forces have 
committed widespread abuses during the protracted campaign against 
militant groups in the Sinai, including extrajudicial killings. …’ 143  

23.2.9 According to HRW report dated September 2021: 

‘Between January 2015 and December 2020, according to 123 Interior 
Ministry statements and pro-government media reports citing unnamed 
security officials, security forces killed at least 755 alleged “militants” or 
“terrorists” in 143 alleged shootouts or gun battles in 19 governorates across 
the country. In most of these statements the authorities said those killed 

 
141 BTI ‘2022 Country Report’ (Consensus building), 23 February 2022 
142 USSD, Human rights Report 2021 (Torture and other cruel … treatment), 12 April 2022 
143 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report Egypt’ (Paragraph 4.1, 4.2), 17 June 2019  
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were members of the Muslim Brotherhood. Thirty-one of these incidents, 
involving the killings of 297 alleged militants, were in Egypt’s North Sinai.’144 

23.2.10 For information on extra judicial killings see HRW, ‘Egypt: ‘Shootouts’ 
Disguise Apparent Extrajudicial Executions’ 7 September 2021;  Reuters, 
‘Special Report: Egypt kills hundreds of suspected militants in disputed gun 
battles’ 5 April 2019; Carnegie Endowment, ‘Egypt’s Invisible Executions’ 25 
April 2019  
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c. Arbitrary arrest and detention  

23.2.1 USSD 2021 Human Rights report stated, ‘The constitution prohibits arbitrary 
arrest and detention and provides for the right of any person to challenge the 
lawfulness of his or her arrest or detention in court’.145  

23.2.2 However, the DFAT COI 2019 report stated that arrests without reference to 
any of these constitutional protections occur frequently largely due to the 
passing of a 2015 counter-terrorism law that gives prosecutors greater 
power to detain suspects without judicial review and significantly expanded 
the definition of activities for which individuals and groups may be 
designated terrorists146. USSD 2021 Human rights Report also noted that 
incidents of arbitrary arrests and detentions remained frequent and 
authorities deprived individuals of the right to challenge the legality of their 
detention147. 

23.2.3 According to BTI 2022 Country Report,  Egypt has some 60,000 political 
prisoners, and the practices of forced disappearance, torture and 
extrajudicial killings are widespread’.148 

23.2.4 For information on arrest procedures see DFAT, ‘DFAT Country Information 
Report Egypt’ (para. 4.16), 17 June 2019. 
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24. Sexual orientation and gender identity and expression 

24.1.1 According to the DFAT COI 2019 report, ‘although Egyptian law does not 
explicitly outlaw homosexuality, it is nevertheless a strict social taboo across 
socio-economic backgrounds and geographic locations.’ The report noted 
that individuals discovered or perceived to be LGBTI are likely to face 
significant hostility and a high risk of official and societal discrimination in 
both urban and rural areas . According to the report, police harassment of 
LGBTQI+ included physical assault, forced payment of bribes, entrapment, 
forced anal examinations,  torture, including severe and repeated beatings 

 
144 HRW, ‘Security Forces Dealt with Them’ 7 September 2021 
145 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report‘(Arbitrary arrest and detention), 12 April 2022 
146 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report Egypt’ (paragraph 4.17), 17 June 2019 
147 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Arbitrary arrest and detention), 12 April 2022 
148 BTI, ‘2022 Country Report’ (Executive summary), 23 February 2022 
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and sexual violence, verbal abuse, and denial of access to legal counsel and 
medical care149 

24.1.2 The International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA) ‘State Sponsored 
Homophobia report of December 2020 stated: 

‘There is no law that explicitly criminalises same-sex sexual activity in Egypt. 
However, Law No. 10/1961 on the Combating of Prostitution is selectively 
used to target individuals of diverse sexual orientations and gender 
identities. The main charges brought include “habitual practice of  
debauchery” (Article 9-c), “publicising an invitation to induce debauchery” 
(Article 14), and “incitement to debauchery” (Article 1). While these articles 
provide for a maximum of three years imprisonment, Bedayaa, a local NGO, 
noted that some cases could receive up to six years.’150 

24.1.3 A HRW report dated October 2020  noted that LGBTQ+ persons faced 
torture including severe and repeated beatings, sexual violence, verbal 
abuse, denial of access to legal counsel and medical care151. USSD 2021 
Human Rights Report stated, ‘while the law does not explicitly criminalize 
consensual same-sex sexual activity, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, and intersex (LGBTQI+) persons were arrested and prosecuted on 
charges such as “debauchery,” “prostitution,” and “violating family values,” 
for which the law provides for prison sentences of up to 10 years.’152 

24.1.4 USSD 2021 Human Right Report, further reported that ‘authorities did not 
use antidiscrimination laws to protect LGBTQI+ individuals’ and ‘legal 
discrimination and social stigma impeded LGBTQI+ persons from organizing 
or advocating publicly in defense of their rights. Intimidation and the risk of 
arrest greatly restricted open reporting and contributed to self-censorship.’153  

24.1.5 For further information see DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ 
(paragraphs 3.90 to 3.97) June 2019; HRW, ‘Egypt’s Denial of Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity’, 20 March 2020 and ‘Egypt: Security Forces 
Abuse, Torture LGBT People’, 1 October 2020; Human Dignity Trust, Egypt 
page, no date; AI ‘Transgender Activist Released’, 27 March 2020; 
International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA) State-Sponsored 
Homophobia 2020’, December 2020 and ‘Our Identities under Arrest’ 
December 2021. 
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25. Women 

25.1.1 The 2014 constitution grants equal rights to all citizens (Article 9) and Egypt 
is a signatory to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women. Nevertheless, AI 2021/2022 Human Rights - 
Egypt report stated,  ‘[w]omen continued to face discrimination in law and 

 
149 DFAT, ‘Country Information Report – Egypt’ (paragraphs 3.90 to 3.91), 17 June 2019 
150 ILGA, ‘State-Sponsored Homophobia 2020’, December 2019 
151 HRW, ‘Egypt: Security Forces Abuse, Torture LGBT People’, 1 October 2020 
152 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report (Acts of violence, criminalization …) 12 April 2022  
153 USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report (Acts of violence, criminalization …) 12 April 2022 
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practice.’154 The BTI 2022 Country Report noted that despite the legal 
guarantees in reality the government has done very little to effectively 
implement gender equality. ‘Traditional gender roles, which are broadly 
accepted in society and reflected in state policies, lead to persistent 
inequalities between genders, constraining women’s opportunities to seek a 
role in public life or generate an income.’155 

25.1.2 The USSD 2021 Human Rights Report noted that widespread societal 
discrimination, threats to physical security and workplace bias in favour of 
men hindering women’s social and economic advancement. The report 
further noted sexual harassment, domestic violence,  and FGM/C were 
serious problems. The report further noted that the law allows leniency 
towards men who kill their wives upon discovering them in an act of adultery 
and does not specifically address ‘honour’ crimes, which authorities treated 
as any other crime156.  

25.1.3 For more information on women issues see Center for Egyptian Women’s 
Legal Assistance (CEWLA) - Report on women's rights’, 23 September 2021 
and Thematic, 80th CEDAW Session18 October–12 November, 2021; 
USSD, ‘2021 Human Rights Report’ (Discrimination and societal abuses), 12 
April 2022; UNICEF ‘Towards faster progress to end female genital 
mutilation by 2030’, 28 May 2018, and 28 Too Many ‘Country Profile: Egypt’, 
November 2017; Library of Congress ‘Egypt: New Law Enhancing the 
Penalties for FGM Approved by Parliament’, 14 September 2016; EuroMed 
Rights, ‘Egypt: Situation report on Violence against Women’, 13 November 
2018; HRW,  ‘Egypt: Spate of 'Morality' Prosecutions of Women’, 17 August 
2020; Government of Egypt, ‘The National Strategy for Combating Violence 
against Women 2015-2020’, 2015; ‘OHCHR, ‘Efforts to combat violence 
against women in Egypt: milestones, challenges, and recommendations’, 8 
June 2021.  
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