
Your Legal Responsibilities as a Juror
By serving on this jury you are fulfilling a very important 
PUBLIC SERVICE.  This means you have some important     
LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES.

As a juror you have taken a LEGAL OATH or AFFIRMATION to try 
the defendant based ONLY on the evidence you hear in court. 

This means the FAIRNESS of the trial depends on you following a 
few very IMPORTANT LEGAL RULES.  These rules are explained to 
you in this Notice. 

You need to READ these rules, and make sure you UNDERSTAND 
and FOLLOW these rules at all times.  

You should keep this Notice with your SUMMONS at all times 
while you are on Jury Service.

If you do not follow the rules in this Notice, you may be in 
CONTEMPT OF COURT and committing a CRIMINAL OFFENCE. 
This is because these rules about what you can and cannot 
do as a juror are ORDERS OF THE COURT and also part of the 
CRIMINAL LAW.  You can be prosecuted for breaking these 
rules, and if you are found guilty the maximum sentence is two 
years in PRISON, a FINE or both.

What Would Happen If You or Any Juror Did Not Follow These Rules?

It is ILLEGAL for you to LOOK for any information at all about 
your case on the INTERNET or ANYWHERE ELSE during the trial.

This means you CANNOT LOOK for any information about:

• Any PERSON involved in the case.  This means any             
DEFENDANT, WITNESS or anyone associated with the case 
including the JUDGE and LEGAL TEAMS.

• The CRIME or CRIME SCENE.
• The LAW and LEGAL TERMS used in the case.
• COURT PROCEDURES.

It is also ILLEGAL for you to ask ANYONE else to LOOK FOR YOU. 

Looking for Information About Your Case
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Discussing the Case: 2 Rules
There are 2 RULES every juror must follow about discussing their case.
One rule tells you what you can discuss about the case WHILE THE TRIAL IS GOING ON.  
The other rule tells you what you can discuss about the case AFTER THE TRIAL IS OVER.

This is from the moment you take the juror oath until the judge finally 
discharges you from serving on the jury at the end of the trial.
During the trial you can ONLY DISCUSS the case with the 11 OTHER         
JURORS on your jury and only when you are ALL TOGETHER and there 
is no risk of you being overheard.  

This means that during the trial you CANNOT DISCUSS the case with 
FAMILY, FRIENDS or ANYONE else.  Discussing the case means writing 
or speaking about the case in person or on any SOCIAL NETWORKING 
SITES such as Facebook or Twitter or on blogs and chat rooms.

Once the trial is over and you are no longer serving on the jury, you 
CAN DISCUSS the case with anyone.  But there is ONE EXCEPTION.  

Even after the trial is over, you MUST NOT DISCUSS what was said 
or done by you or any other member of the jury while the jury was 
in the DELIBERATING ROOM trying to reach a verdict, unless it is for 
the purpose of an official investigation into the conduct of any juror.

What If Someone Tries to Speak to Me about the Case During the Trial?  
It is ILLEGAL for anyone who is not on your jury to TRY TO SPEAK 
WITH YOU during the trial about the case or try to influence you in 
any way about your decision in the case.  If this should ever happen 
it is very important that you TELL the COURT IMMEDIATELY.  If it      
happens when you are not at court you should CALL THE POLICE.

All the information you will need to decide the 
case will be given to the jury in the EVIDENCE you 
hear IN COURT and the instructions on the LAW 
that the JUDGE GIVES to the jury.

Deliberating Room

This also means that if you see or hear any stories about your 
case in the NEWS you should NOT PAY ANY ATTENTION to them.

News Stories about Your Case

RULE 1: DURING THE TRIAL

RULE 2: WHEN THE TRIAL IS OVER



Collective Responsibility of Your Jury

ALL 12 MEMBERS OF THE JURY must follow these rules.   

The jury MUST ACT AS A GROUP to make sure that everyone on the 
jury follows the oath you have each made to follow these rules.

What Do I Do If I Think Any of These Rules Have Not Been Followed?
If you think that any of these rules have not been followed during 
the trial it is extremely important that you TELL THE COURT about 
this IMMEDIATELY, but do not discuss it with your fellow jurors or 
anyone else.   

To tell the Court, you can speak with your USHER or JURY OFFICER 
or you can write a note to the JUDGE and give it to the usher. 

Why Do I Need to Follow These Rules?

It is your DUTY to REPORT any BREACHES of these rules by anyone, 
including any juror. This is necessary to ensure the trial is FAIR.

If every juror does not follow these rules the TRIAL may be STOPPED, 
the jury dismissed and the trial will have to start again with a new jury.  

This will cause PROBLEMS for everyone involved in the case and will 
waste everyone’s time and a lot of taxpayers’ MONEY. 

Help and Guidance for You at Any Time
If you have any concerns about what to do as a juror at any time you can 
always SPEAK WITH THE JURY OFFICER or SEND A NOTE TO THE JUDGE.  

The Jury Officer and the Judge are both there to help you    
carry out your important role as a juror properly.

What If I Feel Upset About My Experience as a Juror After the Trial?

When the trial is over, if you feel UPSET about anything to do with your 
case or if you just want to TALK about how you felt being a juror, HELP is 
available.  Your GP can help you find free counselling services. You can 
also talk to the SAMARITANS any day at any time you like in your own 
way about whatever is bothering you, no matter how small it may be.  
You can call them for FREE on 116 123 or EMAIL at: jo@samaritans.org
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