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Jonathan Rees QC was appointed Director of Service Prosecutions (DSP) in November 2020. He is a 
highly experienced criminal barrister and, at the time of his appointment, was listed as a leading 
criminal silk in Chambers and Partners and the Legal 500. He took silk in 2010 and practised from 
chambers at 2 Hare Court. 

 
During his 13 years as Treasury Counsel at the Old Bailey, he developed a wealth of experience 
prosecuting grave and complex cases, many of which attracted national media attention. For example, 
in recent years he prosecuted Stephen Port, ‘the Grindr serial killer’, and Darren Osborne, the man 
who carried out the Finsbury Park terror attack.  
 
Jonathan was one of a panel of three experts who went to China to provide advice to the Supreme 
People’s Court in connection with their People’s Assessors System. He is committed to ethnic 
minority achievement and is a governor of a large secondary school in Southall, West London. 


