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Overview 

Following this week’s meeting of the Local Action Committee, the Secretary of State for 

Health and Social Care, drawing on epidemiological advice from the Chief Medical Officer, 

Joint Biosecurity Centre and Public Health England, has determined the following Watchlist 

(Table 1 and 2), highlighting the local authorities of greatest concern.  

The Watchlist is produced by first considering the lower tier local authorities with the highest 

weekly incidence rate and its trend, combined with a range of other indicators including the 

test positivity rate, an assessment of the local response and plans, and the trend of other 

metrics such as healthcare activity and mortality. The classification decision is therefore a 

blended assessment drawing on professional judgement.  

Whilst this list is determined at the granularity of lower tier local authority, the Contain 

Framework places responsibility for local action at the level of the upper tier local authority.  

The Watchlist classification uses definitions as set out in the Contain Framework:  

• Area(s) of concern - for areas with the highest case rate, where the local area is 

taking targeted actions to reduce case rate e.g. additional testing in care homes and 

increased community engagement with high risk groups  

• Area(s) for enhanced support - for areas at medium/high risk of intervention where 

there is a more detailed plan, agreed with the national team and with additional 

resources being provided to support the local team (e.g. epidemiological expertise, 

additional mobile testing capacity)  

• Area(s) of intervention - where there is divergence from the measures in place in 

the rest of England because of the significance of the spread, with a detailed action 

plan in place, and local resources augmented with a national support  

The following local authorities have been added to the watchlist as a result of the weekly 

Local Action Committee meeting: Barrow-in-Furness, Cheshire East, Cheshire West and 

Chester, Luton, Rotherham and Wakefield.  
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Table 1: Local Authority watchlist areas - areas of intervention 
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Table 2: Local authority watchlist areas - areas of enhanced support and concern 
 

 
 
Source: Public Health England (PHE) case data: Laboratory confirmed COVID-19 case rates per 100,000 

population tested under Pillar 1 and Pillar 2, by Local Authority. 'Rate per 100,000 population', calculated 

using ONS 2018 mid-year population estimates: 

www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/annu

almidyearpopulationestimates/mid2018 

Note: Data for specimens taken between 18 September and 24 September as extracted on 29 September. 
Trend arrow indicates whether there has been an increase, decrease or no change between this week and 
last week (specimens taken between 11 and 17 September). 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/annualmidyearpopulationestimates/mid2018
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/annualmidyearpopulationestimates/mid2018

