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Responsiveness alone is not enough; it must be backed up by a credible and practised 
military capability and it is on this foundation of military readiness that the need to train 
regularly is built. Low flying is a perishable skill that can only be perfected and maintained 
through rigorous training and continuous practice in a realistic environment. Low flying 
skills are used to protect the Nation. This includes assisting in peace-keeping and 
providing humanitarian support, as well as providY^W ce``_bd Q^T QccYcdQ^SU d_ dXU LBqc
civil authorities on request.

Military aircrew train at low level within a clear regulatory framework that sets out what 
activities they are authorised to conduct, and what limitations are placed on those 
activities. The safety of the public, crews, and aircraft is of paramount concern. The 
regulations and limitations are designed to ensure that training is appropriate for the 
operational task, and is conducted so that all risks to life are mitigated to a level that is 
both tolerable and as low as reasonably practicable, with minimum potential for 
disturbance to the public. Low flying regulations can be found at the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-article-ra-2330-low-flying

Foreign military forces, including the UK-based United States Air Force Europe units, may 
fly within the UKLFS under the principle of reciprocity, and must comply with the same 
regulatory framework as UK aircraft.

All flying activity in the UKLFS must be specifically authorised and the vast majority booked 
in advance as part of aircrew planning to avoid conflict with other aircraft. Flying units are 
required to subsequently provide booking returns with actual times and low flying areas 
utilised. Detailed information on actual routes flown is not provided to LFOF.

Further information can be found in the Background Quality Report
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Low Flying

Total low flying in UKLFS

The combination of both routine and operational low flying hours is 34 056 hours of low 
flying within the UK Low Flying System for the FY 2018/2019, an increase of 16.8 per cent 
compared to the previous year.

Operational Low Flying only takes place in 3 TTAs where fixed wing aircraft can operate 
between 250 feet MSD and 100 feet MSD. Routine low flying for fixed wing aircraft is from 
250 feet MSD to 2,000 feet MSD.

Total Low Flying
Routine Low 

Flying (hours)

Operational Low 

Flying (hours)
Total hours

2016-2017 29 554 166 29 720 

2017-2018 29 024 126 29 150 

2018-2019 33 931 125 34 056

Routine low flying

The amount of routine low flying, shown in hours flown, is given in the table below.

Routine Low 

Flying

Fixed Wing 

(hours)

Rotary Wing 
Total hours

(hours)

2016-2017 9 054 20 500 29 554 

2017-2018 6 798 22 227 29 024 

2018-2019 12 390 21 541 33 931

In FY 2018/2019, fixed-wing activity accounted for 36.5 per cent and rotary-wing 63.5 per 
cent of the 33 931 hours of routine LF activity.

Total routine LF activity rose by 16.9 per cent, fixed-wing activity rose by 82.3 per cent 
from the previous year. The figures for FY 2018/2019 reflect a return to a consistent 
level of activity after reduced levels in the previous period, in part due to the drawdown 
of the C130 fleet. An increase in throughput from other flying training in FY 2018/2019 
led to a requirement for more Operational Conversion Unit (OCU) training, which 
accounts for some of this increased activity.

Rotary-wing activity decreased by 3.1 per cent compared to the previous year.

Day low flying

Of the routine LF activity in FY 2018/19, 74.4 per cent was conducted during day light 
hours. The amount of routine day time low flying conducted in the FY 2018/2019, shown 
in hours flown, is given in the table below.
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Day Low Flying 1
Fixed Wing Rotary Wing 

Total hours
(hours) (hours)

2016-2017 7 190 15 074 22 264 

2017-2018 6 228 17 045 23 272 

2018-2019 9 552 15 705 25 258

1Routine- excludes operational

In FY 2018/2019, fixed-wing activity accounted for 37.8 per cent and rotary-wing for 62.2 
per cent of day time low flying hours.

Routine day LF activity increased by 8.5 per cent compared to the previous year, fixed 
wing activity increased by 53.4 per cent and rotary wing decreased by 7.9 per cent.

Night low flying

The amount of night time low flying conducted in the FY 2018/2019, shown in hours flown, 
is given in the table below. Night time activity accounted for 25.6 per cent of routine low 
flying.

Night Low Flying
Fixed Wing Rotary Wing 

Total hours
(hours) (hours)

2016-2017 1 864 5 426 7 290 

2017-2018 570 5 182 5 752 

2018-2019 2 837 5 836 8 674

In FY 2018/2019, fixed-wing activity accounted for 32.7 per cent and rotary-wing 67.3 per 
cent of night time low flying activity.

Routine LF activity at night increased by 50.8 per cent compared to the previous year. 
Fixed wing activity at night increased by 398.0 per cent, due to a requirement for 
instructors to complete QPI/QFI training in accordance with Military Aviation Authority 
(MAA) guidelines. An greater requirement for Night Vision Goggles (NVG) low flying 
training to provide support for operational taskings also contributed to increase in hours 
flown.

Rotary wing activity increased by 12.6 per cent, partly due to favourable weather 
conditions, allowing routine night flying training and currency flying to take place.

Operational low flying

The amount of operational low flying conducted in the FY 2018/2019, shown in hours 
flown, is given in the table below. Operational low flying accounted for 0.4 per cent of all 
LF activity, reflecting no change from the previous year.
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Operational Low 

Flying

LFA 7(T) Wales 
LFA 14(T) 

Scotland 
LFA 20(T) Borders 

Total hours

(hours) (hours) (hours)

2016-2017 4 65 98 166 

2017-2018 4 31 91 126 

2018-2019 7 45 73 125

The timetable of planned operational low flying is published on the Gov.uk website at the 
following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/operational-low-flying-training-timetable

TVAA (Thames Valley Avoidance Area)

The Thames Valley Avoidance Area covers the Greater London area where special 
restrictions are imposed on military flying due to population density and aerial congestion. 
The amount of day and night low flying conducted in the TVAA in the FY 2018/2019 is 
given in the table below, and accounts for 2.1 per cent of all LF activity during this period.

TVAA Low Flying Fixed Wing Rotary Wing Total

2016-2017 66 428 494

2017-2018 22 557 579

2018-2019 90 636 726

Further statistics for day and night time low flying activity for individual areas can be found 
in the accompanying Excel Tables

Low flying activity by area

The Charts below show the hours flown, day and night, ranked by LFA for FY 2018/2019 
compared to previous years.

The intensity of low flying activity varies by area, LFAs 1 and 2 rank higher than other day 
areas and NRR1 and NRR2 greater than other night areas. This reflects the geographical 
location of air bases and types of aircraft. Rotary wing aircraft by their nature (speed, 
bQ^WU& UdS(% QbU \Ucc \Y[U\i d_ W_ pVebdXUb QVYU\Tq Q^T ]_bU \Y[U\i d_ S_^duct sorties in the 
local area, due to the availability of airspace and fuel options.

It should be noted that, due to staffing shortages, manual unit returns were not available 
for the DUA LFA9/NRR9, consequently the data for these areas is not as accurate as that 
reported in previous returns.
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Complaints

The Ministry of Defence Low Flying Complaints and Enquiries Unit (LFCEU) received 713 
complaints in FY 2018/2019, a decrease of 45.4 percent from 1 307 in FY 2017/2018, 4 
complaints related to the three TTA. This total includes only those complaints recorded 
centrally by the LFCEU.

Complaints
Flying Hours per

complaint

2016-2017 1 291 23

2017-2018 1 307 22

2018-2019 713 48

The number of complaints and the flying hours per complaint for each LFA can be found in 
the accompanying Excel Tables

Low flying compensation payments

The total compensation amount paid by the MOD relating to military low flying for the 
period 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019 was £226K, compared to £440k in FY 2017/2018, 
and £473k in FY 2016/2017. This includes TQ]QWUc Q^T _dXUb S_cdc& ceSX Qc S\QY]Q^dcq
legal costs. It does not include MOD legal costs. Expenditure may include interim 
payments for active claims as well as final payments for settled claims.
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OLF Operational Low Flying i.e. where aircraft can fly 
between 250 feet and 100 feet MSD. This takes place in 
the three TTA when these are activated.

Restricted Areas These include, National prohibited and restricted areas, 
military prohibited and restricted areas and Provost 
Marshal prohibited and restricted areas e.g. nuclear 
power stations. 

TTA Tactical Training Area. OLF can only take place in these 
areas which are activated when required. TTA 
activation times can be found on the Gov.uk website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/operational-
low-flying-training-timetable

TVAA Thames Valley Avoidance Area covers an area that 
encompasses London Gatwick, London Heathrow, 
London Luton, London Stansted, London city and 
Southend airports. Fixed Wing military aircraft require 
permission from Low Flying Operations Flight to enter 
the TVAA. Rotary Wing and light aircraft may enter the 
TVAA not below 500ft AGL 

UKLFS UK Low Flying System. The UKLFS covers the open 
airspace of the whole of the UK and surrounding 
overseas areas from the surface to 2000 feet above 
ground or mean sea level.
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Annex A

Day Low Flying Areas
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Annex B

Night Low Flying Areas


