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 SCHEDULE 1 — Copy of letter 1 

 SCHEDULE 2 — Copy of letter 2 

 

The Secretary of State for Health and Social Care gives the following Directions in exercise of the 

powers conferred by sections 253 and 272 of the National Health Service Act 2006(a). 

 

The Secretary of State considers that the incidence of coronavirus in England constitutes an emergency 

for the purposes of section 253(1) of that Act, and that it is appropriate to give these Directions. 

Introductory 

1. These Directions may be cited as the Health Service and Social Care Workers (Scrutiny of 

Coronavirus-related Deaths) Directions 2020. 

2. These Directions come into force at 10 a.m. on 3rd July 2020. 

3. These Directions are given to NHS Trusts. 

In these Directions, “NHS Trusts” means NHS trusts and NHS foundation trusts in England. 

4.  Paragraph 18 contains an index of general definitions. 

 
(a) 2006 c. 41. Section 253 was amended by section 47(1) to (6) of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7). 
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Deaths to which these Directions apply 

5. These Directions apply in respect of— 

(a) deaths which are or have been notified to NHSEI in accordance with letter 1, and 

(b) deaths which are or have been notified to DHSC in accordance with letter 2. 

In this paragraph— 

“letter 1” means the rapid process set out in section 2 of the attachment to NHSEI’s letter 

addressed to “HR & OD Directors of NHS providers in England”, dated 28th April 2020, 

regarding “COVID-19: Revised reporting process for the deaths of healthcare workers” (a 

copy of letter 1 is set out at Schedule 1); 

“letter 2” means the process set out in DHSC’s letter addressed to “All Local Authorities and 

Social Care Providers”, dated 11th May 2020, regarding “COVID-19: Deaths of employees 

and volunteers in the adult social care sector” (a copy of letter 2 is set out at Schedule 2). 

6. These Directions also apply to any other deaths which the Secretary of State considers should 

be scrutinised in accordance with these Directions. 

7. The deaths to which these Directions apply include deaths which occurred before these 

Directions come into force. 

8. In these Directions— 

“DHSC” means the Department of Health and Social Care; 

“NHS England” means the National Health Service Commissioning Board(a); 

“NHSEI” means NHS England and NHS Improvement; 

“NHS Improvement” means Monitor(b) and the National Health Service Trust Development 

Authority(c). 

Co-operation between healthcare providers 

9. NHS Trusts (whether or not they employ Medical Examiners) must co-operate— 

(a) with each other, and  

(b) with others providing NHS health services,  

to ensure that the services of Medical Examiners are sought, made available and prioritised to 

scrutinise deaths in accordance with these Directions. 

In these Directions— 

“Medical Examiner” has the same meaning as in Implementing the medical examiner system: 

National Medical Examiner’s good practice guidelines, published by  NHS England and NHS 

Improvement on January 2020(d) (see in particular Section 3, Medical Examiners); 

“NHS health services” means any kind of health services provided as part of the health service 

continued under section 1(1) of the National Health Service Act 2006. 

Deaths of workers at, or travelling to, NHS Trusts 

10.  The direction in paragraph 11 applies where— 

(a)  a person dies or died— 

 
(a) The Board was established under section 1H of the National Health Service Act 2006 (c. 41). Section 1H was inserted by 

section 9(1) of the Health and Social Care Act 2012. 
(b) Monitor is the body continuing in existence and known as Monitor under section 61 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012. 
(c) The National Health Service Trust Development Authority is a Special Health Authority established under section 28 of the 

National Health Service Act 2006. 
(d) A copy of this document can be seen at https://improvement.nhs.uk/documents/6398/National_Medical_Examiner_-

_good_practice_guidelines.pdf or obtained by writing to NHS England, PO Box 16738, Redditch, B97 9PT. 

https://improvement.nhs.uk/documents/6398/National_Medical_Examiner_-_good_practice_guidelines.pdf
https://improvement.nhs.uk/documents/6398/National_Medical_Examiner_-_good_practice_guidelines.pdf
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(i) on the premises of an NHS Trust, or 

(ii) while travelling to the premises of an NHS Trust in order to receive healthcare from 

the NHS Trust, 

(b)  at the time of death, the person was infected, or suspected to be infected, with 

coronavirus, and 

(c) NHSEI has asked the NHS Trust to ensure that a Medical Examiner scrutinises the 

person’s death. 

In these Directions, “coronavirus” means severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-

CoV-2). 

11. The NHS Trust— 

(a) must ensure that one of the Medical Examiners it employs scrutinises the person’s death, 

or 

(b) where the NHS Trust does not employ any Medical Examiner, must make every 

reasonable effort to engage one to scrutinise the person’s death. 

This is subject to paragraphs 15 to 17 (coroners’ investigations). 

Deaths of workers in the community 

12. The direction in paragraph 13 applies where— 

(a)  a person dies or died while infected, or suspected to be infected, with coronavirus,  

(b) at the time of death, the person was not, 

(i) on the premises of an NHS Trust, or 

(ii) travelling to the premises of an NHS Trust in order to receive healthcare from the 

NHS Trust, and 

(c) NHSEI has asked an NHS Trust which employs at least one Medical Examiner (the 

“instructed NHS Trust”) to ensure that one of those Medical Examiners scrutinises the 

person’s death. 

13. The instructed NHS Trust must ensure that one of the Medical Examiners it employs 

scrutinises the person’s death, subject to paragraphs 15 to 17 (coroners’ investigations). 

Scrutiny by Medical Examiners 

14. In these Directions, a reference to scrutiny of a death by a Medical Examiner is a reference 

to— 

(a) scrutiny in accordance with Implementing the medical examiner system: National 

Medical Examiner’s good practice guidelines, published by  NHS England and NHS 

Improvement on January 2020 (see in particular Section 5, Principles for medical 

examiners), 

(b) the Medical Examiner considering whether there is reason to suspect that the death was a 

result of the person being exposed to coronavirus during the course of their NHS or social 

care work, and 

(c) the Medical Examiner informing NHSEI if they consider there is reason to suspect that 

the death was a result of such exposure. 
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Non-application of Directions where coroner conducts investigation 

15. These Directions do not apply in respect of a person’s death— 

(a) during any period during which a coroner is considering whether to conduct an 

investigation under the Coroners and Justice Act 2009(a), 

(b) if a coroner has sought a post-mortem under that Act, or 

(c) if a coroner has begun an investigation under that Act. 

16. For the purposes of paragraph 15(b), it is irrelevant whether the coroner subsequently 

conducts any investigation following the post-mortem. 

17. For the purposes of paragraph 15(c), it is irrelevant whether the investigation is subsequently 

finished or discontinued. 

Index of general definitions 

18. The following expressions are defined in the provisions indicated— 

 

Coronavirus Paragraph 10 

DHSC Paragraph 8 

Medical Examiner Paragraph 9 

NHSEI Paragraph 8 

NHS foundation trust The National Health Service Act 2006, section 30 

NHS trust The National Health Service Act 2006, section 25 

NHS Trusts Paragraph 3 

Review 

19. The Secretary of State must review whether it is appropriate for these Directions to continue 

in force— 

(a) before the end of 31st December 2020, and 

(b) within the period beginning with 1st January 2021 and ending with 30th June 2021 and 

within each subsequent six-month period while the Directions remain in force. 
 

 

 

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 

 

 
  
Date 2nd July 2020 William Vineall 

 Member of the Senior Civil Service 

 Department of Health and Social Care 

 
(a) 2009 c. 25. 
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 SCHEDULE 1 Paragraph 5 

Copy of letter 1 

 

 

 



 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 SCHEDULE 2 Paragraph 5 

Copy of letter 2 
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