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This factsheet includes basic information about the first publication of your patent application, the so called “A”
publication. It explains the form in which your application is published, what additional information is published at
this stage, and its significance on future rights. This factsheet does not carry any information about second or “B”

publication, which takes place after a patent is granted.

What does “A” publication mean?

Your specification is made available to the general public
and to specialist libraries and other Patent Offices around
the world. The specification is published on our website
and is made freely available to view and download. The
application is laid open to public inspection and the fact
of publication is advertised in the Intellectual Property
Office online Patents Journal. It is therefore at this stage
that all details of your invention are seen by competitors.
The act of publication gives notice that you are seeking
a patent and warns the public of the monopoly sought
(via the claims). A patent cannot be granted unless

the application has been published, and the only way

to prevent publication is to withdraw your application
before the date when preparations for publication are
complete (the PPC date). An indication of this date will
be provided in the cover letter of your search report. A
few days before this date, we write to you to give the
exact date when preparations for publication will be
complete and provide you with a publication number and
date of publication. By then it may be too late to prevent
publication of your application.

Your name and address will appear on the front page of
the published application. Upon publication these details
will also appear in our records and in our online Patents
Journal, both of which are available to the public on our
website and can be permanently searched using most
standard search engines. If you do not want your home
address published, please give us a different address
where you can be contacted, such as a business address
or a PO Box address.

What is published?

The published “A” document includes:
(i)  the description of your invention (as originally filed),

(i) any drawings filed with your application (as amended
if necessary),

(iii.) the first set of claims filed (and the last set of any
amended claims received before publication),
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(iv.) the front page with the abstract (which may have
been amended by the examiner), an illustrative
drawing, bibliographic details and a list of documents
cited on the search report,

(v.) acopy of the search report.

In addition, at “A” publication, all the correspondence
on file between you and the Intellectual Property Office
becomes available to the public. It is not included in the
“A” document, but may be inspected by any member of
the public requesting to see it.

What are the reference codes on the front page of the
“A” document?

These are standard codes used by all countries that are
members of the World Intellectual Property Organisation
(WIPOQ). Overleaf there is a typical front page with an
explanation of the codes used.

When is my application published?

Unless you have requested accelerated publication, “A”
publication will not generally take place until about 18
months from the earliest date of your application — either
the filing date or the priority date (if claiming priority from
an earlier application). In the example given overleaf the
application was filed 24.09.2009 but has an earlier priority
date of 24.09.2008; the publication date is 14.04.2010,
approximately 18 months from the priority date.

Have | any patent rights?

At this “A” publication stage you have no patent
protection. A patent is only granted when an application
meets the requirements of the Patents Act and Rules and
this can only be established by substantive examination
(see below). If a patent is eventually granted, you may

be able to take action against infringements which have
occurred after your “A” publication date, but not for the
period between filing and “A” publication.

What do | do next?

You may decide that you do not wish to proceed with
your application, for example, if the documents cited
in the search report indicated that your invention was
not new. However, if you decide to continue you have
6 months from the date of “A” publication in which to
request substantive examination of your application,
unless you have done so already, by filing Patents Form
10, with fee.

(REV JAN 20)



"SeourISWNaJID Jejnoiied ul jJueisiel eq Aew
YoIym sjrejep SO AjLessaosu pue apinb aAisusyalduioo e 8q o} papusiul Jou Si
198YS108) SIl| “UOIUSAUI JNOA JO UOIB}OjdXS [BI0JBUILLOD BY} YlIM ]SISSE JouUURD
am jey) jaibal Inq ‘ejqissod se yonw Sse SJawolsno Ino jje djgy o3 usey ale aj)

OQIp[TACH MMM J& 8}ISqem Jno JISIA AjeAijeuls)ly “(ajed [jed [e20))
0002 00€ 00£0 :Uo 21O Auedoid [enjosjieiul 8y} 10BU0D UBD NOA :salinbug

Juswinoop paysiignd y Aians uo Jeadde |jIm S8pPO2 8A0Qe dU] || JON 810N
wared ayy Joy BulA|dde Apoq o1e10dI09 JO suosiad (12
(198ys10oB4 LOday

yoJeag 99G) Joulwexs YN ayl Ag paydiess suoli}os||0d 1uswnooq (89)
UOlUSAUI 8Y} JO JoBNSAY  (L9)

podal youeas ayy ul pais]| sjuswnoop ue Joud Jo 1S (99)

9}L 10BASqAY R UORUSAU| BULJO BIUL  (#9)

(posn siyy
JO uoipa pue) uoniedidde siyy 01 8210 Auadold [en1og|d1u]
au1 Aq paljdde epo) uoiedyisse|D jusied [euofjeussiul oyl (1G)

2010 Auadoud [en1o9|d1u|
ay1 Ag paysiignd 1sai si uoneoljdde ayi yolym uo 8xep 8yl (gt)

A1punoo Ayuound (gg) pue uoneoldde ey
Jo a1ep s (gg) Yequinu uoneoldde Aysoud si (L) "6 8 (Jono a9g)
salIed uoneoldde ay} 1ey] 91Bp 1S9IlJES 8Y} INOJE UOIIBWION| (0g)

2210 Auadold [en1og|@1u]
9U} Yum pajyy sem uoneoljdde ayy yeyy alep 8yl (ge)

Buily ye 800 Apadold [enjos)igiu] ayy Aq
(parejal Jedk) uoieoldde syl 01 UaAIB JoaquINU 8oUBIB)8I BY |

AJJUNOD BuIep 0] 9POD JSJIS| OM) plepuels

(1e)

61)

(1espiono 09g) uonieolgnd jo adAy 03 paidde Jepe| 8po) (c1)
Juswnoop jo uonduosaq (AN

::

1uswinoop paysiignd o3 usAIb Jequinu jusied

S3d0J ION3IHI43H 40 NOILVNV1dX3

GB 2464184 A

‘leusjew
olio[eo0joubew pajeoosse syl pue yeys Bupejol ayy oy
10adsal yum Aseuonels aq o) pabuelie aq Aew sjaubew
J3)N0 pue Jduul 8y] "yeys ay) o} paxy Apoalip oq Aew
J3UIBJUOD JB|NUUE BY) PUE $¢ S|duueyd piny Buipusixa
Ajjeixe Buiaey /| Jaulejuod Jejnuue ue uj pabuele

aq Aew |eusjew ouojesojeubew ay | 1abueyoxs jesy
e elA uoljelabliyel 108 0) pasn aq Aew pinj} pajood
ay) pue ‘[elsjew ouojedoyeubew ayy ybnoyy payenolro
8 ued pinj} Jajsuel) jeay v "deb onaubew ayy

10 apisino uonisod pazisubewsp e pue deb osubew
ay} ulypm uonisod paziypubew e usamiag sajeulsye
|eus)ew oliojesojaubew ay) Jo uolod e yeys

ay} Jo uonejos Buunp pue ‘Jayeboy ajejol Aauy jeyy
yons yeys ay} o} pajdnoo s| [elsjew dlojesojpubew
ay] "sajejol (¢ By 0g) [esyew ouojesoyeubew e yoiym
uiyym deb onaubew e Buiuysp sypubew Jajno pue
Jauul 8y Jayiabo] “Jeubew Jauul ay) Jo SpISINO SIXe
aU) WoJy souessip [elpel e pasodsip 9| jJoubew Jano
Ue pue SIXe 8y} WoJj 9OUE)SIP [elpel B PUE SIXe ay}

0 8uo Je pasodsip Z| }oubew Jauul ue sapnjoul pue
‘sIXe Ue Jnoge a|qejejol | Jeys e sey jeay bulusjsues)
104 (1 By 01) @01n8p uonesablyal onubew v

‘sjoubep |eipey uaamiag

Bunejoy pue yeys e o} pajdno) |eldjey dlI0jes0}aube UM 321A3Q uonjesabiiyay onaubeyy o] joensqy

291Aap uornelabliyal onpaubeyy (UOHUBAU| BU} JO D)L

(28)

¥S)

31X1!2000d3‘IdM:3NIT-NO 8UYi0
€5z4 10 INI
:yoJess Jo peld (8s)

v sZELPYY SN
V ZL7L508002 dr

LV $068012 d3
:payo spuswno0q (95)

veeLLely sn
LV ZI¥¥20/6002 OM

(1L0°9002) 00/12 gSZ4
70 NI (1S)

wopbBury pshun ‘91 ZW

“4ALSTHONVIN ‘933G A3|SOI G8-€8 ‘9SNOH Xassng
dT13H210 B SyIe

:90IAI9G 10} SSBIPPY JO/pUue Jusby

1ppaiIpeyl O BYsas
Bueyz Buipy
:(s)iouanu|

BOLIBWY JO SBJBIS PajiuN ‘EY8Z-Yr0E9 HNOSSIN
‘uojabpug ‘peoy 300y saleYD IS 66621
(aaemeaq - ysn ui pajesodioou))

uonesodio) uuewssny

i(s)ueoyddy

2l)

12)

€859¢zzl (1€)
:eyeq Ayoud

sn (gg) 800260V (2€)

600Z°60'vC :Buiji4 jo sjeq

0°€089160 ‘0N uopeolddy

o0g)

(22)

(12)

oLozvovL uoneolignd v Jo ajeq (€v)

<8:

78LYorc" g9 CO_”_.NO__QQ{ Jusied N

WS0061


www.gov.uk/ipo

