g Secretariat

. ' Defence Infrastructure Organisation
MInIStl’y Kingston Road
Sutton Coidfield
of Defence SrSTRL.

E-mail: diosec-parli@mod.gov.uk
www.gov.uk/DIO

| 3 June 2019

Ref. FOI 2019/05109

Dear I

Thank you for your email of 29 April 2019 requesting the following information:

“Please could you supply information and documents where possible regarding the land on
Bedford road Hitchin currently occupied by Hitchin Sea Cadets unit TS Danae. Previous names
may also include North Herts Sea cadets and sea scouts.

1 am looking for information including but not limited to;

How and when the MoD took ownership of the land.

When the sea cadets moved onto the land and what arrangements were made at that time, lease
agreements, rent charges, leaseholds, freeholdsetc

The date RFCA took over the management of the land and any further lease agreements,
leasehold or freehold changes at that time.

All records of rent payments made by the sea cadets (peppercorn or otherwise)

Any Caveats included on the freehold or leasehold at any point. In particular pertaining to the Sea
cadets use of the land.

Copies of any documents referencing Hitchin Sea Cadets or any of its previous names and it links
to the aforementioned piece of land.”

I'am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information
Act 2000 (FOIA). ‘

A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of Defence (MOD) and |
can confirm that all the information in scope of your request is held.

The information you have requested can be found below and enclosed at annex A, but some of
the information falls entirely within the scope of the absolute exemptions provided for at section 40
(Personal Data) and qualified exemptions provided for at section 14(1) (Vexatious Requests) of
the FOIA and has been withheld.

Section 40(2) has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal information
as governed by the General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018. Section 40
is an-absolute exemption and there is therefore no requirement to consider the public interest in
making a decision to withhold the information.



For ease, your questions have been numbered 1-6.
1) How and when the MoD took ownership of the land.
'MOD purchased the land in 1925.

2) When the sea cadets moved onto the land and what arrangements were made at that time,
lease agreements, rent charges, leaseholds, freeholdselc

The Sea Cadets moved onto the land on 01 January 1971. Please see Advice and Assistance
further on regarding arrangements.

3) The date RFCA took over the management of the land and any further lease agreements,
leasehold or freehold changes at that time.

See answers to your first two questions above.
4) All records of rent péyments made by the sea cadets (peppercorn or otherwise)
Records of rent payments from 2012 can be found in Annex A.

5) Any Caveats included on the freehold or leasehold at any point. In partlcular pertaining to
the Sea cadets use of the land.

See lease at Annex B.

6) Copies of any documents referencing Hitchin Sea Cadets or any of its prew"ous names and
it links to the aforementioned piece of land

This question is too burdensome to answer. Please see the Advice and Assistance below.

Under Section 16 of the Act (Advice and Assistance) you may find it helpful to know that your
request for ‘what arrangements were made at that time, lease agreements, rent charges,
leaseholds, freeholdsetc’ and ‘Copies of any documents referencing Hitchin Sea Cadets or any of
its previous names and it links to the aforementioned piece of land’ are too burdensome to answer
as they are too broad. This information therefore has not been released under Section 14(1) of the
FOI Act. If you were to refine your request to a particular document or specific date then it may be
possible for MOD to answer the question.

if you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first
instance. .

If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response, you
can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance
team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-
IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made in writing
within 40 working days of the date of this response.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the
Information Commissioner under the-provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow,
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can
be found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/.



Yours sincerely,

D|O Secretariat



Annex A

Invoice Period Value Status
Letting Invoice 124 01/04/2012 To 31/03/2013  £25.00 PAID
Letting Invoice 436 01/04/2013 To 31/03/2014 £25.00 PAID
Letting Invoice 848 01/04/2014 To 31/03/2015 £25.00 PAID
Letting Invoice 1296  01/04/2015 To 31/03/2016  £25.00 PAID
Letting Invoice 1876  01/04/2016 To 31/03/2017 £25.00 PAID
Letting Invoice 2214  01/04/2017 To 31/03/2018 £25.00 PAID
Letting Invoice 2587  01/04/2018 To 31/03/2019 £25.00 PAID

Letting Invoice 2944  01/04/2019 To 31/03/2020 £25.00 OUTSTANDING
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