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UK Science & Innovation Network Country Snapshot: 

Czech Republic 
The Czech Republic - Science and Innovation Landscape 

The Czech Republic has a strong science and innovation (S&I) tradition, and currently 
is one of the leading Central European economies with a continual growth of 
research and development (R&D) investment and science outcomes.  In 2019, R&D 
as a percentage of GDP was 1.94% (£3.7bn), the highest science spending in the 
history of the country.  CzechR&D spend has grown by 55% in the past ten years. In 
absolute numbers Czechs have two thirds of Poland’s S&I spending, higher spending 
than Ireland, two times higher than Hungary, and five times higher than Slovakia.  

In 2019, the majority of science funding came from the business sector at 58%, with 
34% provided by the government, and the remaining 7% from international sources. 

Over £7bn of EU R&D tructural and Cohesion Funds was invested in six large and 42 
medium size Czech R&D Projects in 2008-20. About £3bn are assigned for science 
and education in the 2021-27 budget, with £1.5bn earmarked for R&D.   

 The Czech Republic is strong in biomedical sciences, DNA and 
bioinformatics, physics, maths, astronomy, nanotechnology, natural 
sciences, advanced manufacturing, engineering and technical sciences, 
ICT, mathematical modelling, cyber security, electron microscopy and PC 
games.  Large scale infrastructures include large laser facilities – Extreme 
Light Infrastructure and HiLASE projects; Tokamak Compass D, Research 
reactors LVR-15 and LR-0; educational nuclear reactor VR-1; and 
supercomputer facility IT4Innovation. More here. 

 Innovation and technology transfer are actively supported: a Technology 
Agency for innovative research was established  in 2009, and a new R&D 
evaluation methodology of academic results was implemented in 2020 
using UK Research Evaluation Framework good practice. The country has 
a stable intellectual property environment. New innovation parks, and 
technology transfer offices are centered  near universities. 

UK Science and Innovation in the Czech Republic 

UK S&I based policy making, science and innovation have a good 

reputation in the Czech Republic.  There are many individual bilateral 

links between UK and Czech institutions, including hundreds of H2020 

projects with both UK and Czech partners, and joint actions via COST, ESA 

and Eureka networks. However there are not any recent bilateral government 

agreements, or agreed individual bilateral UK-Czech R&D programmes.  
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https://www.vyzkumne-infrastruktury.cz/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Aktualizace-Cestovn%C3%AD-mapy-2019_en.pdf
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There are many opportunities for UK engagement. The Czech Republic benefits from substantial EU structural and 

cohesion funding, which will continue over the budget period 2021 to 2027 with 

spend until the end of 2030. Over €21.1bn was approved by EU for the Czech 

Republic. At least 50% of this total has to be spent on competitiveness, research 

and innovation. At the same time, at least 25% of these funds will have to be 

spent on soft projects from European Social Fund. These EU funds provide huge 

opportunities to sell UK’s expertise in training, management and best practice 

transfer, and to start many procurement and collaborative networks.  

 

UK researchers can also collaborate with Czech partners via the €95.5 billion EU 

Horizon Europe flagship programme. Widening Participation and Strengthening 

the European Research Area receive 4% out of this budget. Teaming and 

Twinning Action is specifically focused on cooperation with Central Europe with 

CZ, PL, HU and SK the centre of attention. Multinational consortia are required 

and we are well prepared to help with the building of useful networks. 

 

SIN works to support UK science and innovation policy objectives through exchange with Czech counterparts and 

by reporting on the Czech science and innovation landscape. Promoting UK science excellence and policies across 

the Czech Republic is also a key objective. Czech researchers have actively participated 

in 568 H2020 projects with €177.3m of net EU contribution, with UK partners involved 

in 380 of these projects. 67% of all Czech H2020 projects have UK partners. The Web 

of Science database of impact publications shows that in the two years  of 2019 and 

2020 , Czech researchers published 49,361 papers in total. Out of these, Germany was 

the most popular collaborative country with CZ-GE researchers publishing 5,141 joint 

research papers, followed by USA (4,866 joint papers), the UK (3,879 joint papers), and 

then Italy (3,474 research papers), France (3,424), Poland (3,271), Slovakia (2,855), 

and Spain (2,747). In joint papers, the UK was the third most popular global 

collaborative partner for the Czech Republic, and the second most popular in Europe after Germany. 

 

SIN Czech Republic recent success stories /forward look  

Our recent success stories: 

SIN supported Rutherford Appleton Laboratories and other UK companies who won contracts worth £15m through 

the Czech Extreme Light Infrastructure (ELI) laser project. In 2017, five new Czech-UK science partnerships received 

EU structural funding worth £65m for laser, advanced materials, photovoltaics, ethics and human vaccines research 

and in 2020, a UK-CZ-CH Teaming project on environmental risks and biobanking received €40m. In 2021 and 2022, 

SIN is actively contributing to building the UK-CZ science and innovation bilateral relationship, ensuring the UK is 

seen as a global partner of choice in science and innovation. This includes sharing good practice in the Covid-19 

response and future pandemic preparedness. SIN is also cooperating on science policies in the areas of research 

culture,  COP26, trusted research, science communication, emerging technologies and science diplomacy. 
 

SIN Czech Republic contacts 

Dr. Otakar Fojt; T: +420 257 402 315; E-mail: otakar.fojt@fcdo.gov.uk  
British Embassy Prague; Thunovská 14, 118 01 Prague 1 
 

The information in this document is believed correct at the time of distribution. However,  

HM Government accepts no liability for any loss or damage incurred as a result of  

any inaccuracies, howsoever caused. 
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