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Joint Forces Command 
Northwood Headquarters 
NORTHWOOD 
Middlesex  
HA6 3HP 
United Kingdom 

 
Ref: FOI2019/09799 

  

[name redacted] 
[details redacted] 
 
 

29 Oct 19 

 
Dear [name redacted] 
 
You wrote to us on 27 Aug 19 requesting the following information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA): 
 

“1) Copies of any memos to UK government ministers relating to Zephyr between March 
2019 and August 2019 
 
2) Copies of any ministerial memos or papers that describe the intended use of Zephyr, from 
June 2018 – present day” 

 
We informed you that we believed that some of the information the MOD holds fell within the scope 
of Section 43 (Commercial Interest) of the FOIA, which is a qualified exemption. As such it was 
necessary for us to decide whether, in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure. 
 
Having considered the information, we have determined that all of the information can be released, 
and Section 43 has not been applied. However, there is some personal information which has 
been redacted in accordance with Section 40 (Personal Data) of the FOIA. Section 40 is an 
absolute exemption so a Public Interest Test was not required. 
 
The two enclosures to this letter contain the information that was found in scope of your request. 
Under Section 16 of the Act (Advice and Assistance), you may find it useful to note that at 
Enclosure 1, the following statement appears: "Airbus and MOD are currently evaluating the 
impact to the programme with expectation to recommence Zephyr flights in Sep/Oct 19." 
This sentence was correct at the time of writing; however, Airbus subsequently altered their plans 
to undertake a commercial flight unrelated to the MOD. 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling 
of your request, then you should contact us in the first instance at the address above. If informal 
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent 
internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main 
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for 
an internal review must be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach 
informal resolution has come to an end.  
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
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Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, http://www.ico.org.uk. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Joint Forces Command 
 
 
Enclosures: 
 
 
1. Zephyr extract from Royal International Air Tattoo Brief. 
 
2. Email trail from Min Lords' outer office and Airbus dated Jul 18. 
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High-Altitude Pseudo Satellite (HAPS)  
  
17. The HAPS programme was set up to investigate the operational utility of a HAPS platform as 
directed in SDSR 2015.  It will be a fully competed defence procurement programme.  Airbus 
Zephyr is a potential solution for a future HAPS requirement.  Airbus Defence & Space 
commenced an Operational Concept Demonstrator (OCD) for the MOD in March 19 however the 
trial ended early due to adverse weather conditions leading to a Non-Statutory Investigation (NSI).  
The NSI has now concluded with recommendations mainly procedural in nature.  Airbus and MOD 
are currently evaluating the impact to the programme with expectation to recommence Zephyr 
flights in Sep/Oct 19.  While a significant setback, Airbus has stated it is committed to a successful 
OCD, working with the MOD to achieve this goal. 
 
 

Enclosure 1 to FOI2019/09799 
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Enclosure 2 to FOI2019/09799 



B-2 

 
 
 
 
 


