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In 2019, 64% of pupils in eligible MATs reached the expected standard in all of reading, writing and maths. 
This is slightly lower than the national average of 66%. At MAT level, in just under half (47%) of MATs the 
number of pupils who reached the expected standard in reading, writing and maths was higher than the 
national average; for the remaining 53%, attainment was lower.  
Figure 4 shows attainment in reading, writing and maths broken down by school type, for both eligible 
MATs and all state-funded mainstream schools. As discussed above, national figures for all state-funded 
mainstream schools are shown for context but comparisons between MAT and national averages should be 
treated with caution. For example, there are other school types included in the national average that are not 
eligible to join MATs, including voluntary schools, which increase the national average. 

 
Figure 4: Percentage of pupils in MATs reaching the expected standard in all of reading, writing and maths 
compared with the national average at key stage 2 
England, 2019, eligible schools in MATs and state-funded mainstream schools 

 
 

Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

Combined reading, writing and maths attainment in sponsor led academies (59%) and free schools (65%) 
in MATs is slightly higher than the national average for sponsor led academies (58%) and free schools 
(62%) respectively. Attainment in converter academies (67%) in MATs is slightly lower than the national 
average for converter academies (68%). When compared to the national average for all state-funded 
mainstream schools, attainment in converter academies in MATs is slightly higher, however attainment in 
sponsor led academies and free schools in MATs is lower. This indicates why attainment in MATs is lower 
than the national average.  

 

Progress of pupils in MATs in reading, writing and maths 

Table 2 summarises the progress bandings for MATs in reading, writing and maths separately. They are 
calculated based on the overall progress score for the MAT and the associated confidence intervals.3,4 In 
2019, more MATs performed above average and well above average in writing than reading and maths. 

 
 
 

 
3 More information on how progress bandings is calculated is available on the primary school accountability page. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-accountability 

4 Bandings are not comparable between years as the thresholds used to calculate key stage 2 bandings differ each year and are 
calculated using a different cohort. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-accountability
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Table 2: Progress bandings of all pupils at MAT level in reading, writing and maths at key stage 2 
England 2019 

 
Well below 

average 
Below 

average 
Average Above 

average 
Well above 

average 

Reading 2% 27% 51% 19% 2% 

Writing 3% 17% 49% 27% 4% 

Maths 2% 26% 48% 21% 3% 
Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

Figure 5 compares performance in MATs with the national average for state-funded mainstream schools. 
Pupils in MATs make more progress in writing than the national average but less in reading and maths. 

 
Figure 5: Progress scores of all pupils at MAT level in reading, writing and maths compared with respective 
national averages at key stage 25 
England, 2019, eligible MATs and state-funded mainstream schools 

 
Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

 
Figure 6: Progress scores at MAT level in reading, writing and maths compared with national average at key 
stage 2, split by school-type 
England, 2019, eligible schools in MATs and state-funded mainstream schools6 

 
Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

 
5 Confidence intervals have been included in the chart. For more information on how confidence intervals are calculated refer to the 
quality and methodology document. 
6 Excludes LA Maintained state-funded mainstream schools. 
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Attainment for disadvantaged pupils in MATs 
For the combined reading, writing and maths measure, attainment was similar for disadvantaged pupils in 
MATs (53%) and disadvantaged pupils nationally (53%). For non-disadvantaged pupils, a slightly lower 
percentage of pupils in MATs (70%) achieve the expected standard when compared to the national 
average for non-disadvantaged pupils (71%).  

The gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils is smaller for pupils in MATs than for pupils 
in state-funded maintained schools (17 percentage points and 19 percentage points respectively): the 
percentage of disadvantaged pupils in MATs achieving the expected standard in all of reading, writing and 
maths is 53% compared to 70% for non-disadvantaged pupils, whereas nationally 71% of non-
disadvantaged pupils reached the expected standard, compared to 53% of disadvantaged pupils. 

Figure 7: Percentage of pupils in MATs achieving expected standard in all of reading, writing and maths at 
key stage 2 compared with national average, by disadvantaged status 

 
Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

Attainment for pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) in MATs 
In MATs, a lower percentage of EAL pupils (62%) meet the expected standard when compared with the 
national average for EAL pupils (65%), a gap of 2 percentage points. The same pattern can be seen for 
pupils with English as first language (EFL; 64% versus 66%).   

Figure 8: Attainment in MATs at key stage 2 compared with national average, by language status 

 

Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

The difference between EAL and EFL pupils in MATs and EAL and EFL pupils nationally is 2 percentage 
points: 62% of EAL pupils in MATs achieve the expected standard in the combined reading, writing and 
maths measure compared to 64% for EFL pupils, which compares nationally with 65% and 66% 
respectively.  



9 

 

Attainment for pupils with special educational needs (SEN) in MATs 
A slightly lower percentage of SEN pupils in MATs (23%) reach the expected standard in all of reading, 
writing and maths than the national average for SEN pupils (24%). The same can be seen for non-SEN 
pupils (72% versus 74%; a difference of 2 percentage points). The gap between SEN and non-SEN pupils 
is smaller in MATs than the national average. 

Figure 9: Attainment in MATs at key stage 2 compared with national average, by SEN status 

 

Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

In the combined reading, writing and maths attainment measure, a higher proportion of non-SEN pupils in 
MATs achieve the expected standard (72%) compared to SEN pupils (23%). Nationally, 24% of SEN pupils 
and 74% of non-SEN pupils achieve the expected standard.  

 

Attainment by prior attainment at key stage 1 
Prior attainment at key stage 1 is split into three groups: low, medium and high prior attainment.7 A higher 
percentage of pupils in the low prior attainment group in MATs achieved the expected standard than the 
national average for this group. A similar proportion of pupils in the high prior attainment group in MATs 
achieved the expected standard when compared with the national average. The gap between low and high 
prior attainment pupils is smaller in MATs than the national average. 

Table 4: Attainment in MATs at key stage 2 compared with national average, by prior attainment group 
England, 2019, eligible MATs and state-funded mainstream schools 

  
All mainstream 
schools MATs 

Low prior attainment 7% 8% 
Medium prior attainment 58% 57% 
High prior attainment 95% 95% 

Source: Revised 2019 key stage 2 assessment data 

8% of low prior attainment pupils in MATs achieved the expected standard in the combined reading, writing 
and maths attainment measure compared to 95% for high prior attainment pupils. Nationally, 95% of high 
prior attainment pupils achieve the expected standard. The difference between low, medium and high prior 
attainment pupils in MATs and low, medium and high prior attainment pupils nationally is similar.  

 

 
7 Low prior attainment (pupils with an average point score at key stage 1 > 0 and < 12), medium prior attainment (average point 
score ≥12 and <18) and high prior attainment (≥18). 
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