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Preface
Purpose
This note provides a summary of and links to country of origin information (COI) for
use by Home Office decision makers handling particular types of protection and
human rights claims. It is not intended to be an exhaustive survey of a particular
subject or theme.
It is split into two main sections: (1) general background to the country concerned,
including demography and geography; and (2) issues which may be relevant to
protection claims. Unlike country policy and information notes, it does not contain an
assessment of risk, availability of protection or reasonableness of internal relocation.
Decision makers must, however, still consider all claims on an individual basis,
taking into account each case’s specific facts.
Country of origin information
The country information in this note has been carefully selected in accordance with
the general principles of COI research as set out in the Common EU [European
Union] Guidelines for Processing Country of Origin Information (COI), dated April
2008, and the Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and
Documentation’s (ACCORD), Researching Country Origin Information – Training
Manual, 2013. Namely, taking into account the COI’s relevance, reliability, accuracy,
balance, currency, transparency and traceability.
The structure and content of the country information section follows a terms of
reference which sets out the general and specific topics relevant to this note.
All information included in the note was published or made publicly available on or
before the ‘cut-off’ date in the country information section. Any event taking place or
report/article published after this date is not included.
All information is publicly accessible or can be made publicly available, and is from
generally reliable sources. Sources and the information they provide are carefully
considered before inclusion.
Factors relevant to the assessment of the reliability of sources and information
include:
•

the motivation, purpose, knowledge and experience of the source

•

how the information was obtained, including specific methodologies used

•

the currency and detail of information, and

•

whether the COI is consistent with and/or corroborated by other sources.

Multiple sourcing is used to ensure that the information is accurate, balanced and
corroborated, so that a comprehensive and up-to-date picture at the time of
publication is provided of the issues relevant to this note.
Information is compared and contrasted, whenever possible, to provide a range of
views and opinions. The inclusion of a source, however, is not an endorsement of it
or any view(s) expressed.
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Each piece of information is referenced in a brief footnote; full details of all sources
cited and consulted in compiling the note are listed alphabetically in the bibliography.
Feedback
Our goal is to continuously improve our material. Therefore, if you would like to
comment on this note, please email the Country Policy and Information Team.
Independent Advisory Group on Country Information
The Independent Advisory Group on Country Information (IAGCI) was set up in
March 2009 by the Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration to
support him in reviewing the efficiency, effectiveness and consistency of approach of
COI produced by the Home Office.
The IAGCI welcomes feedback on the Home Office’s COI material. It is not the
function of the IAGCI to endorse any Home Office material, procedures or policy.
The IAGCI may be contacted at:
Independent Advisory Group on Country Information
Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration
5th Floor
Globe House
89 Eccleston Square
London, SW1V 1PN
Email: chiefinspector@icibi.gov.uk
Information about the IAGCI’s work and a list of the documents which have been
reviewed by the IAGCI can be found on the Independent Chief Inspector‘s pages of
the gov.uk website.
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Country information
Updated: 18 September 2019
1.

History
A full timeline of Iran’s history can be found on the BBC’s Iran profile 1.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica has a history of Iran from 640 common era
(CE) to the present 2.
Back to Contents

2.

Geography and demography

2.1

Key geographic and demographic points
Full country name:

Islamic Republic of Iran 3

Area:

Total: 1,648,195 sq. km
About 6.5 times the area of the UK 4

Flag:

5

Population:

83,024,745 (July 2018 estimate) 6

Capital city:

Tehran 7

Other key places:

See Main population centres.

Position:

Bordering the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf and
the Caspian Sea, between Iraq and Pakistan.
Land borders with Afghanistan, Armenia, Iraq,
Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Turkey and Turkmenistan 8.

Languages:

Persian (official), Azeri Turkic and Turkic dialects,
Kurdish, Gilaki and Mazandarani, Luri, Balochi,
Arabic 9.
For more information see: Ethnologue’s
Languages of Iran

BBC News, ‘Iran profile – timeline’, last updated 9 April 2019, url
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Iran – History, url
3 BBC, Iran country profile, last updated 24 September 2018, url
4 The True Size of, url
5 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
6 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
7 BBC, Iran country profile, last updated 24 September 2018, url
8 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
9 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
1
2
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Ethnic groups:

Persian (61%), Azerbaijani (16%), Kurdish (10%),
Luri (6%), Turkmen and Turkic Tribes (2%) Arab
(2%), Arab (2%), Balochi (2%), other groups
(1%) 10.

Religion:

Muslim (official) 99.4% (Shia 90-95%, Sunni 510%), other (includes Zoroastrian, Jewish, and
Christian) 0.3%, unspecified 0.4% (2011
estimate). 11
Back to Contents

2.2

Map
The CIA World Factbook published the following map 12:

Other maps:
-

Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection, Iran Maps
Back to Contents

2.3

Administrative divisions
There are 31 provinces (ostanha, singular - ostan); Alborz, Ardabil,
Azarbayjan-e Gharbi (West Azerbaijan), Azarbayjan-e Sharqi (East
Azerbaijan), Bushehr, Chahar Mahal va Bakhtiari, Esfahan, Fars, Gilan,
Golestan, Hamadan, Hormozgan, Ilam, Kerman, Kermanshah, Khorasan-e

World Atlas, ‘Largest Ethnic Groups in Iran’, 18 July 2019, url
CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
12 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
10
11
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Jonubi (South Khorasan), Khorasan-e Razavi (Razavi Khorasan), Khorasane Shomali (North Khorasan), Khuzestan, Kohgiluyeh va Bowyer Ahmad,
Kordestan, Lorestan, Markazi, Mazandaran, Qazvin, Qom, Semnan, Sistan
va Baluchestan, Tehran, Yazd, Zanjan 13.
Back to Contents
2.4

Main population centres
The population is concentrated in the north, northwest, and west, reflecting
the position of the Zagros and Elburz Mountains; the vast dry areas in the
center and eastern parts of the country, around the deserts of the Dasht-e
Kavir and Dasht-e Lut, have a much lower population density14.
Major urban areas and their estimated population sizes are:
•

Tehran (capital), 8.896 million;

•

Mashhad, 3,097 million;

•

Esfahan, 2.041 million;

•

Shiraz, 1.605 million;

•

Karaj, 1.585 million;

•

Tabriz, 1.582 million (2018)15.

The following map shows the population density of Iran 16:

CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
15 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
16 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Iran, Settlement patterns, last updated 14 August 2019, url
13
14
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Back to Contents
2.5

Transportation
Iran’s centres of population are widely scattered, and transportation is made
difficult by mountainous and desert terrain. Motor vehicles—buses and
lorries in particular—are the most important means of transportation for both
passengers and goods. Since the early 1990s the Iranian government has
allocated considerable resources to road construction and repair, and about
half the roads are now paved 17.
Iran is served by 5 major ports on the Persian Gulf, the largest being
BandarʿAbbās. Oil terminals at Ābādān and Khārk Island, destroyed or
damaged in the war with Iraq, have since been rebuilt, as have port facilities
at Khorramshahr and Bandar-e Khomeynī. Iran has expanded its facilities at
the port of Būshehr and built a new port at Chāh Bahār (Bandar Beheshtī) on
the Gulf of Oman. Caspian seaports, including Bandar-e Anzalī (formerly
Bandar-e Pahlavī) and Bandar-e Torkaman (formerly Bandar-e Shāh), are
primarily used for trade with nations to the north 18.
The state-owned airline, Iran Air, serves the major cities and provincial
capitals. Some major European, Asian, and African airlines also serve Iran.
Tehran, Ābādān, Eṣfahān, Shīrāz, and BandarAbbās have international
airports 19.
According to 2013 and 2017 figures there are 319 airports in Iran, 140 with
paved runways and 179 with unpaved runaways 20.
According to 2017 figures there are 9021km of railway tracks in Iran used to
transport both goods and passengers21.
Back to Contents

3.

Constitution
See full official translation of the 1979 Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran (last amended in 1989)22.
Back to Contents

4.

Iranian Calendar
The Iran Chamber Society, stated that: ‘The Iranian calendar (also known as
the Persian calendar or the Jalaali Calendar) is a solar calendar currently
used in Iran and Afghanistan. It is observation-based, rather than rule-based,
beginning each year on the vernal equinox as precisely determined by
astronomical observations from Tehran.’ 23

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Iran, Transportation, last updated 14 August 2019, url
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Iran, Transportation, last updated 14 August 2019, url
19 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Iran, Transportation, last updated 14 August 2019, url
20 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
21 The World Bank, ‘Rail Lines: Iran’, undated, url
22 Iranian Constitution, 1979 (last amended in 1989), url
23 Iran Chamber Society, ‘Iranian Calendar Converter’, undated, url
17
18
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The Iran Chamber website can convert dates between the Iranian and the
Gregorian calendar24.
Back to Contents
5.

Political system

5.1

The Supreme Leader
Freedom House, in its ‘Freedom in the World 2018’ report, (‘the 2018
Freedom House report’), covering events in 2017, noted that:
‘The supreme leader, who has no fixed term, is the highest authority in the
country. He is the commander in chief of the armed forces and appoints the
head of the judiciary, the heads of state broadcast media, and the
Expediency Council—a body tasked with mediating disputes between the
Guardian Council and the parliament. He also appoints six of the members
of the Guardian Council; the other six are jurists nominated by the head of
the judiciary and confirmed by the parliament, all for six-year terms. The
supreme leader is appointed by the Assembly of Experts, which also
monitors his work. However, in practice his decisions appear to go
unchallenged by the assembly, whose proceedings are kept confidential.
The current supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, succeeded Islamic Republic
founder Ruhollah Khomeini in 1989.’25
Back to Contents

5.2

The President
See Iran’s Constitution, Section IX, about executive power in Iran 26.
President Hassan Rouhani is the current President. He was elected for a
second term in 2017, with 57% of more than 40 million votes 27.
Back to Contents

5.3

Electoral system
BBC News guide on ‘How Iran is ruled’ dated 9 June 2009 provided the
following diagram of the power structures in the governance of Iran 28:

Iran Chamber Society, ‘Iranian Calendar Converter’, undated, url
Freedom House, Iran Report 2018 (section A), January 2018, url
26 Iran Constitution, url
27 BBC News, ‘Iran election’, 20 May 2017, url
28 BBC News, ‘How Iran is ruled’, June 2009, url
24
25
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The 2018 Freedom House report noted that:
‘The electoral system in Iran does not meet international democratic
standards. The Guardian Council, controlled by hard-line conservatives and
ultimately by the supreme leader, vets all candidates for the parliament, the
presidency, and the Assembly of Experts. The council typically rejects
candidates who are not considered insiders or deemed fully loyal to the
clerical establishment, as well as women seeking to run in the presidential
election. As a result, Iranian voters are given a limited choice of
candidates.’29
See also the ‘Iran Portal’, which describes Iran’s power structure and political
institutions 30.
Back to Contents
6.

Economy
The following table contains some key points:
Currency

Iranian Rial31

Exchange Rate

1 GBP = 51,011 Iranian Rial
(August 2019)32

GDP per capita

US$20,100 (2017 estimate) 33

Other notable points:
•

Employment by occupation:
- Agriculture: 16.3%
- Industry: 35.1%
- Services: 48.6% (2013 estimate)34

•

Unemployment rate: 11.8% (2017 estimate) 35

Recent sanctions by the United States have had a significant effect on Iran’s
economy, living costs have risen dramatically and the value of the rial has
plummeted There has also been a significant drop in oil exportation as well
as shortages of imported products and goods made abroad. For more
information see articles by the BBC, Global News, Al Jazeera and the Times
of Israel.
For details of available social support see the United States Social Security
Administration’s 2018 Social Security Programmes throughout the World:
Iran 36.

Freedom House, Iran report 2018 (section A), January 2018, url
Iran Portal, undated, url, url
31 BBC, Iran country profile, last updated 24 September 2018, url
32 XE Currency Converter, 21 August 2019, url
33 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
34 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
35 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
36 USSSA, Iran social security programs, undated, url
29
30
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7.

Media and telecommunications
Key media/telecommunications points:
International dialing
code:

+98 37

Internet domain:

.ir 38

Broadcast media:

State-run broadcast media with no private,
independent broadcasters:
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB)
operates 19 nationwide channels including a news
channel, about 34 provincial channels, and several
international channels.
About 20 foreign Persian-language TV stations
broadcasting on satellite TV are capable of being
seen in Iran; satellite dishes are illegal and, while
their use is subjectively tolerated, authorities
confiscate satellite dishes from time to time.
IRIB operates 16 nationwide radio networks, a
number of provincial stations, and an external
service; most major international broadcasters
transmit to Iran (2018). 39

News agencies

Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) - state-run,
English-language pages
Iranian Students News Agency (ISNA) - Englishlanguage pages
Fars News Agency - affiliated to Revolutionary
Guards, English-language pages
Mehr News Agency - affiliated to Islamic
Propagation Organisation, English-language
pages 40

Newspapers

Tehran Times – state-run English language daily
Iran Daily – English language, published by state
news agency IRNA
Sharq (the East) – reformist daily
E’temad – reformist daily
Kayhan (Universe) – conservative daily

Countrycode.org, Iran Country Code, url
CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
39 CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
40 BBC, ‘Iran profile – media’, last updated 2 May 2017, url
37
38
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Resalat (Message) – conservative daily
Jomhuri-ye-Eslami (Islamic Republic) –
conservative daily
Jaam-e Jam (Jam’s Cup) – large-circulation daily
published by IRIB 41
Radio

IRIB operates 16 nationwide radio networks, a
number of provincial stations, and an external
service; most major international broadcasters
transmit to Iran. 42

Other notable points:
•

There were an estimated 56.7 million internet users in December
2017 43.

•

See Freedom of expression for information on the treatment of
journalists and the press.
Back to Contents

8.

Citizenship and nationality

8.1

Nationality Law
See Iran’s Nationality Law (Articles 976 to 991), Book Two of the Civil Code
of the Islamic Republic of Iran 44.
Also see: ‘Iran’s Citizenship Law: Political Considerations or Recognition of
Inherent Human Rights?’, Oxford Human Rights Hub, 8 October 2015 45.
The United States Department of State (USSD) human rights report for 2018
stated: ‘Women may not directly transmit citizenship to their children or to
noncitizen spouses. Only children born to Iranian mothers and non-Iranian
fathers who reside in Iran for 18 years and whose parents’ marriage is
officially registered with the government are eligible to apply for
citizenship’. 46 This was corroborated by the Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 47.
Back to Contents

9.

Corruption
Transparency International ranked Iran at number 138 out of 180 countries
in the Corruption Perceptions Index 2018 and had a score of 28 out of 100 (0
is ‘highly corrupt’ and 100 is ‘very clean’). 48

BBC, ‘Iran profile – media’, last updated 2 May 2017, url
CIA World Factbook, ‘Iran’, last updated 13 August 2019, url
43 Internet World Stats, ‘Usage and Population Statistics’ Iran, url
44 Civil Code, Book 2 (pp. 93-97), url
45 Oxford Human Rights Hub, ‘Iran’s Citizenship Law’, 8 October 2015, url
46 USSD, 2018 Human Rights Report, March 2019, url
47 Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
48 Transparency International, ‘Iran’, undated, url
41
42
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The United States Department of State (USSD) human rights report for 2018
stated:
‘The law provides criminal penalties for official corruption, but the
government implemented the law arbitrarily, sometimes pursuing apparently
legitimate corruption cases against officials while bringing politically
motivated charges against regime critics or political opponents. Most
officials continued to engage in corrupt practices with impunity. Many
expected bribes for providing routine services or received bonuses outside
their regular work, and individuals routinely bribed officials to obtain permits
for otherwise illegal construction.’ 49
The 2018 DFAT report stated:
‘A number of high-level prosecutions of corruption cases have taken place in
recent years. In March 2016, a billionaire businessman was sentenced to
death for fraud and economic crimes after he was convicted of withholding
billions of dollars in oil revenue channelled through his companies. In July
2017, a top presidential aide (and brother to the president) was arrested on
charges related to financial crimes (although many observers believe the
arrest was politically motivated). In October 2017, a court found former
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad guilty of illegally transferring USD1.3
billion from the National Iranian Oil Company to the Treasury.’ 50
Also see Al-Monitor, ‘How do Iran’s Corrupt Networks Operate?’, 13
February 2018 51.
Back to Contents
10.

Official documents

10.1

Passports
Iranian passports are burgundy, with the Iranian Coat of Arms on the top of
the front cover. Passports serve as proof of Iranian citizenship. All Iranian
passports have been biometric since February 2011 52.
Back to Contents

10.2

National identity cards
Every permanent resident of Iran over the age of 15 (including non-citizens)
must hold a National Identity Card (NID). NID are compulsory for a range of
activities, including obtaining passports and driver’s licences and using a
bank 53.
The front of the NID includes the bearer’s photograph, National Identity
Number, full name, date of birth and shenasnameh [Iranian Birth Certificate]
number. The reverse features the bearer’s residential numerical code,
validity date, and the numerical identifier of the issuing office 54.

USSD, 2018 Human Rights Report, March 2019, url
Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
51 Al-Monitor, ‘How do Iran’s Corrupt Networks Operate?’, 13 February 2018, url
52 Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
53 Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
54 Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
49
50
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10.3

Birth certificates (shenasnameh)
Birth registration is compulsory and must occur within 15 days of birth.
Hospitals issue birth certificates for new born children. Parents then submit
these certificates along with their own National Identity Card or
shenasnameh to the local Office for the National Organisation for Civil
Registration (ONOCR), who then issues the child’s shenasnameh. Where a
child is born at home, a doctor’s note stating all of the particulars of the birth
is required for a birth certificate and subsequent issuing of a
shenasnameh 55.

10.4

Forged documents
For information on the availability of forged documents, the penal code and
penalties for forgery and procedures for checking documents see the legal
expert report located at Annex A.
For details on a wide range of official documents see The US State
Department, Iran: Reciprocity and Civil Documents.
Back to Contents

11.

Healthcare
For information on the healthcare system in Iran see the Medical and
Healthcare Issues CPIN.
Back to Contents

55

Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
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Key issues relevant to protection claims
The issues below are not meant to be exhaustive; rather the key topics which may
be relevant to protection claims.
12.

Adulterers
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Adulterers.
Back to Contents

13.

Ahwazis
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Ahwazis.
Back to Contents

14.

Children

14.1

Education
The British Council report ‘Voices - What does school education look like in
Iran?’, dated 21 April 2015, stated that:
‘The education system in Iran is divided into two main levels: primary
education and high-school education. All children attend compulsory primary
level from ages 6 to 12 and high school from ages 12 to 18. There are many
free public schools as well as private schools with high tuition fees. There
are also schools called “Nemuneh Mardomi”, which are believed to be better
than public schools and more affordable than private schools.’56
Despite the Iranian constitution stating that the use of regional and ethnic
languages is freely permitted in schools this is not generally the case and
lessons are taught in Farsi 57.
For more information on education in Iran, see:
•

Section 2.26 of the DFAT 2018 Country Report

•

Section 6 – Children of the US State Department 2018 Human Rights
Report.

•

Encyclopaedia Britannica
Back to Contents

14.2

Child abuse
The USSD 2018 report stated:
‘There was little information available on how the government dealt with child
abuse. The law states, “Any form of abuse of children and juveniles that
causes physical, psychological, or moral harm and threatens their physical
or mental health is prohibited,” and such crimes carry a maximum sentence
of three months in confinement or 10 million rials ($235).

56
57

The British Council, ‘Voices – What does school education look like in Iran’, 21 April 2015, url
UNPO, ‘Minorities campaign for right to education in their mother tongue’, 26 September 2018, url
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‘The legal minimum age of marriage for girls is 13, but girls as young as nine
years old may be married with permission from the court and their fathers.
In 2017 UNICEF reported that 17 percent of girls in the country were married
before reaching age 18 and that approximately 40,000 were married before
15. In her March report, UNSR Jahangir stated this number was likely
higher, as thousands of underage marriages were not reported. The UNSR
also previously cited statistics from the Tehran-based Association to Protect
the Rights of Children, according to which 17 percent of all marriages in the
country involved girls married to “old men.”
‘The legal age requirements for consensual sex are the same as those for
marriage, as sex outside of marriage is illegal. There are no specific laws
regarding child sexual exploitation, with such crimes either falling under the
category of child abuse or sexual crimes of adultery. The law does not
directly address sexual molestation nor provide a punishment for it.’58
For more information on child abuse in Iran, see:
•

Iran Human Rights fact sheet

•

Deutsche Welle
Back to Contents

14.3

Child labour
A report published in June 2018 by Iran Human Rights Monitor stated:
‘Despite international efforts to eradicate child labor and while the world’s
child labor rates have fallen by a third since 2,000, the phenomenon of child
laborers has remained rife in Iran.
‘Millions of children are either sold or sent off to work by their impoverished
families. Poverty imposed by the regime is driving parents to such measures
in order to keep themselves above water. To repay their debts or gain
meager sums of money, some poor families rent their children as young as
five and less who might experience years of violence and abuse.
‘According to the Vice-President of the Association for the Protection of
Children’s Rights, Tahereh Pazhuhesh, “Despite global reduction in the child
labor statistics, we see child labor surge in Iran.”
‘These children work as breadwinners, losing their only opportunity of
childhood as they toil along the highways and streets, amidst the smoke and
commotion or in sweatshops.
‘Iranian society is all too familiar with images of child laborers. Children are
frequently seen working as vendors, cleaning car windscreens, or working
on farms and in factories. Most of them have dropped out of school.’59
The United States Bureau of International Labor Affairs (USILAB) stated that
child labour was used in the production of bricks and the weaving of
carpet 60.

USSD, 2018 Human Rights Report, March 2019, url
IHRM, ‘Children without childhood, the grim reality of Iran child laborers’, 11 June 2018, url
60 USILAB, ‘2018 List of goods produced by child labor or forced labor’, 20 September 2018, url
58
59
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For more information on child labour in Iran, see:
•

National Council of Resistance of Iran

•

Radio Farda

•

Humanium
Back to Contents

15.

Civil society
The government restricted the operations of and did not cooperate with local
or international human rights NGOs investigating alleged violations of human
rights. The government restricted the work of domestic activists and often
responded to their inquiries and reports with harassment, arrests, online
hacking, and monitoring of individual activists and organization workplaces61.
Independent human rights groups and other NGOs faced continued
harassment because of their activism, as well as the threat of closure by
government officials following prolonged and often arbitrary delays in
obtaining official registration 62.
During 2018 the government prevented some human rights defenders, civil
society activists, journalists, and scholars from traveling abroad. Human
rights activists reported intimidating telephone calls, threats of blackmail,
online hacking attempts, and property damage from unidentified law
enforcement and government officials. The government summoned activists
repeatedly for questioning and confiscated personal belongings such as
mobile phones, laptops, and passports. Government officials sometimes
harassed and arrested family members of human rights activists. Courts
routinely suspended sentences of convicted human rights activists, leaving
open the option for authorities to arrest or imprison individuals arbitrarily at
any time on the previous charges63.
Front Line Defenders, an Irish organisation with the aim of ‘protecting human
rights defenders at risk’ 64, covered the treatment of human rights defenders
in their profile of Iran.
Human Rights Watch stated in their events of 2018 report:
‘While scores of human rights defenders and political activists remain behind
bars for their peaceful activism, Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence and Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Intelligence Organization increased their
targeting of human rights defenders and activists.
‘Since January 24 [2018], the Revolutionary Guards’ Intelligence
Organization has detained Taher Ghadirian, Niloufar Bayani, Amirhossein
Khaleghi, Houman Jokar, Sam Rajabi, Sepideh Kashani, Morad Tahbaz, and
Abdolreza Kouhpayeh, eight environmental activists accused of using
environmental projects as a cover to collect classified strategic information,
without providing any evidence of wrongdoing.

USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 5), March 2019, url
USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 5), March 2019, url
63 USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 5), March 2019, url
64 Front Line Defenders, About Us, undated, url
61
62
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‘…Since June [2018], Ministry of Intelligence authorities intensified their
crackdown against human rights defenders. Those arrested include
prominent human rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh and her husband Reza
Khandan, as well as Farhard Meysami, another human rights defender, for
their peaceful activism in opposing compulsory hijab laws. The Ministry of
Intelligence also arrested four other human rights lawyers, Qasem
Sholehsadi, Arash Keykhosravi, Farokh Forouzan, and Payam Derafshan.
On September 6, authorities released Derafshan and Forouzan on bail.
‘In the first days of September [2018], authorities also arrested Hoda Amid
and Najmeh Vahedi, two women’s rights defenders who teach workshops for
women on realizing equal rights in marriage, at their homes in Tehran.’ 65
An article published in September 2019 by Human Rights Watch entitled
‘Iran: Draconian sentences for rights defenders’ stated:
‘Iran’s judiciary is dramatically increasing the costs of peaceful dissent in
Iran, Human Rights Watch said today. Since July 31, 2019 alone,
revolutionary courts have sentenced at least 13 activists to prison sentences
of more than a decade for peaceful dissent.
‘“Again and again, Iranian revolutionary court judges have been ensuring
that anyone who dares challenge the authorities will pay a draconian price,”
said Michael Page, deputy Middle East director at Human Rights Watch.
“When activists who raise issues that concern many Iranians are crushed
with such harsh sentences, the judiciary’s promise of combating wrongdoing
becomes a mockery of justice.”
‘In just the most recent cases, on September 7, a revolutionary court
sentenced six labor rights activists to sentences ranging from 14 to 19 years.
On August 27, the lawyer for a 22-year-old woman who had protested
compulsory hijab announced that she had been sentenced to a total of 24
years. On July 31, a revolutionary court sentenced three other women
detained for protesting compulsory hijab laws to sentenced ranging from 11
to 18 years.
‘On August 24, the lawyer for Kioomars Marzban, a satirist who has been in
pretrial detention for a year, tweeted that his client has been sentenced to 23
years. Similarly over the past two weeks, a journalist and an activist arrested
during a peaceful May day protest have been sentenced to more than 10
and 11 years in prison, respectively.
‘In each case, if the sentence is upheld, the person will have to serve the
harshest sentence among the charges for which they have been
convicted.’ 66
Freedom House also reported on the treatment of human rights activists.
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Human Rights Watch, ‘World Report 2019 – Iran’, 15 January 2019, url
HRW, ‘Iran: Draconian sentences for rights defenders’, 10 September 2019, url
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16.

‘Double jeopardy’
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Fear of punishment for
crimes committed in other countries – ‘Double Jeopardy’ or re-prosecution.
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17.

Freedom of expression
The constitution provides for freedom of expression, including for the press,
except when words are deemed “detrimental to the fundamental principles of
Islam or the rights of the public” 67.
According to the law, “anyone who engages in any type of propaganda
against the Islamic Republic of Iran or in support of opposition groups and
associations shall be sentenced to three months to one year of
imprisonment” 68.
The government severely restricted freedom of speech and of the press and
used the law to intimidate or prosecute persons who directly criticized the
government or raised human rights problems69.
The USSD report for 2018 also noted, ‘The government monitored meetings,
movements, and communications of its citizens and often charged persons
with crimes against national security and of insulting the regime, citing as
evidence letters, emails, and other public and private communications.
Authorities threatened arrest or punishment for the expression of ideas or
images they viewed as violations of the legal moral code.’70
Other notable points:
•

Reporters Without Borders ranked Iran at 170 out of 180 countries for
press freedom in 2019 and labelled it as ‘one of the most oppressive
countries’71.

•

Freedom House declared Iran’s ‘press freedom status’ as ‘not free’ in
2017 72.

•

The US State Department noted that the government banned, blocked,
closed, or censored publications deemed critical of officials and also
harassed, detained, abused, and prosecuted publishers, editors, and
journalists, including those involved in internet-based media, for their
reporting 73.

For further information about the situation for journalists in Iran, see:
•

Reporters Without Borders

•

Section 3.70 of the Australian Government’s Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade 2018 Country Information Report on Iran

USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 2), March 2019, url
USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 2), March 2019, url
69 USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 2), March 2019, url
70 USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 2), March 2019, url
71 Reporters Without Borders, 2019 World Press Freedom Index, Iran, url
72 Freedom House, ‘Freedom of the Press 2017- Iran’, 7 November 2017, url
73 USSD, 2018 Human Rights Report, March 2019, url
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•

Section 2(a) of the US Department of State 2018 Human Rights Report
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18.

Freedom of movement

18.1

Entry and exit procedures
For information on entry and exit procedures, see the country policy and
information note on Iran: Illegal exit
Back to Contents

18.2

Internal movement
The USSD 2018 report stated that:
‘The law provides for freedom of internal movement, foreign travel,
emigration, and repatriation, and the government generally respected these
rights, with some exceptions, particularly concerning migrants and women.
‘… Judicial sentences sometimes included internal exile after release from
prison, which prevented individuals from traveling to certain provinces.
Women often required the supervision of a male guardian or chaperone to
travel and faced official and societal harassment for traveling alone.’74
The 2018 DFAT report stated:
‘Article 33 of the Constitution states that no one can be banished from their
place of residence, prevented from living in the place of their choice, or
compelled to reside in a given locality, except in cases provided by law. In
practice, the government has placed some restrictions on internal
movement. Certain groups, including registered refugees and individuals
subject to security monitoring, are prevented from travelling to certain
provinces without permission.
‘Iranians can and do relocate for a variety of reasons, with many rural
Iranians moving to major cities in search of employment. Internal relocation
is generally easier for men and family groups than for single women, who
are likely to face official and societal harassment for travelling alone,
particularly in rural areas. Certain groups, including Kurds, religious
minorities, Baha’i, and those evading military service, are less able than
other Iranians to relocate internally. The nationwide capacity of the centrallyorganised state security services means that an individual facing adverse
official attention is unlikely to escape this by internally relocating. However,
men facing adverse attention from non-state actors may be able to escape
through internal relocation, depending on individual circumstance.’75
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19.

Kurdish and Kurdish political groups
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Kurds and Kurdish
political group.
Back to Contents
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20.

Military Service
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Military service.
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21.

Religious minorities

21.1

Atheists
The Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and
Documentation (ACCORD) stated the following in a compilation of Iranian
COI:
‘A May 2017 country report of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken, BZ) states that while atheism is
forbidden in Iran, it is not uncommon for people to claim that they do not
believe. It is impossible to say how many people actually consider
themselves atheists. Former Muslims who have become atheists are by
definition considered to be apostates and are thus at risk of persecution and,
possibly, the death penalty. If it becomes known that a person is atheist, he
or she may face the same societal problems as Muslim converts to
Christianity i.e. expulsion and discrimination. According to sources, persons
who view themselves as atheists will usually not publicly express this, which
enables them to live a normal life in Iran. While the sources do not explicitly
refer to theism and deism, they note that a large part of Iran’s population
have a secular lifestyle, which means that they do not practice their Islamic
faith, for example by not attending meetings at the mosque or refraining from
fasting during Ramadan. It is noted that atheists, deists and theists (like all
followers of Non Islamic faiths) have to adhere to Islamic rules of conduct.’ 76
Amnesty International stated the following in their June 2019 report entitled
‘Iran: Failing on all fronts’:
‘Freedom of religion and belief continues to be systematically violated. The
authorities impose, on people of all faiths as well as atheists, codes of
conduct rooted in a strict interpretation of Shi’a Islam. The right to change or
renounce religious beliefs continues to be violated, with those converting
from Islam or professing atheism at risk of arbitrary detention, torture and the
death penalty.’ 77
For more information see the June 2017 query response produced by
ACCORD entitled ‘Treatment of atheists by State and non-State actors’.
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21.2

Baha’i
For information on the Baha’i faith and its teachings, see the website of the
Baha’i community of the UK.
The USSD International Religious Freedom Report for 2018 stated that the
government harass, interrogate and arrest Baha’is and place restrictions on
Baha’i businesses or force them to shut down. Members of the Baha’i
community face societal discrimination and harassment, and employers

76
77

ACCORD, ‘Iran: COI Compilation’, July 2018, url
Amnesty International, ‘Iran: Failing on all fronts’, June 2019, url
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experienced social pressures not to hire Baha’is or to dismiss them from
their private sector jobs. Baha’is reported there were continued incidents of
destruction or vandalism of their cemeteries78.
This was corroborated by the Australian DFAT which stated that:
‘authorities continue to harass, interrogate and arrest Baha’i; the government
uses anti-Baha’i rhetoric in official statements; employers face considerable
societal pressure not to employ Baha’i or to dismiss them from private sector
jobs; there have been several cases of vandalism in Baha’i cemeteries;
Baha’i are unable to legally reproduce or distribute religious literature; and
Baha’i families are excluded from official recognition of family law matters,
including marriages, divorces and custody arrangements.’79
There were at least 79 Baha’is held in Iranian prisons as of November
2018 80.
More information on the treatment of Baha’i can be found in the Austrian
Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and Documentation
(ACCORD) Iranian COI compilation published in July 2018.
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21.3

Christians and Christian converts
For information on Christians and Christian converts, see the country policy
and information note on Christians and Christian Converts.
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21.4

Zoroastrians
For information on the Zoroastrian faith and its teachings, see The World
Zoroastrian Organisation website.
The Zoroastrian religion is a recognised faith under Article 13 of the Iranian
Constitution and is the oldest religious community in Iran. Most Zoroastrians
live in Tehran, with smaller communities in Yazd and Kerman 81. There are
approximately 25,000 Zoroastrians in Iran 82.
The Iranian media, senior government officials and government-affiliated
religious officials have occasionally portrayed Zoroastrians as devil
worshippers and polytheists. This has reportedly led to some Zoroastrians
concealing their religious background, fearing harassment or
discrimination 83.
More information on the treatment of Zoroastrians can be found in the
Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and
Documentation (ACCORD) Iranian COI compilation published in July 2018.
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Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
80 Human Rights Watch, ‘World Report 2019 - Events of 2018, 15 January 2019, url
81 Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
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22.

Sexual orientation and gender identity or expression
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Sexual orientation and
gender identity or expression.
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23.

Smugglers
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Smugglers.
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24.

Women

24.1

Overview
The 2018 DFAT report stated:
‘Women face considerable barriers to their full participation in society.
Women generally require the permission of a male guardian to travel alone
and face considerable societal harassment for doing so, particularly in more
conservative rural areas. Married women require the permission of their
husbands to leave the country. Under Article 1117 of the Civil Code, a
husband may prevent his wife from working in occupations deemed
incompatible with family interests, or the dignity of himself or his wife. While
Iranian women have gained greater rights to divorce in recent years, Article
1133 of the Civil Code continues to dictate that men can divorce at will but
women cannot. While men are permitted to marry up to two permanent
wives in polygamous marriages and an unlimited number in ‘temporary’
marriages, women are unable to do so. If a wife refuses to obey her husband
without a ‘reasonable excuse’, she can lose certain rights, including the right
to maintenance and spousal support.’ 84
The USSD International Religious Freedom Report for 2018 stated:
‘The government continued to require women of all religious groups to
adhere to “Islamic dress” standards in public, including covering their hair
and fully covering their bodies in loose clothing – a manteau (overcoat) and
a hijab (headscarf) or, alternatively, a chador (full body length semicircle of
fabric worn over both the head and clothes). Although the government at
times eased enforcement of rules for such dress, it also punished “un-Islamic
dress” with arrests, lashings, fines, and dismissal from employment.’ 85
For more information see:

84
85

•

USSD 2018 Human Rights Report (section 6)

•

DFAT 2018 report (section 3.78 – section 3.89)

•

ACCORD July 2018 COI Compilation (section 6.5)

•

Human Rights Watch – Events of 2018

•

Amnesty International 2017/2018 Report

•

Freedom House – Freedom in the World 2019 - Iran

Australian DFAT, Country Information Report Iran, 7 June 2018, url
USSD, ‘Iran - International Religious Freedom Report for 2018’, 21 June 2019, url
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Back to Contents
24.2

Honour crimes against women
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Honour crimes against
women.
Back to Contents

24.3

Forced marriage
See the country policy and information note on Iran: Forced marriages.
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24.4

Domestic abuse
The law does not prohibit domestic violence. Authorities considered abuse in
the family a private matter and seldom discussed it publicly 86.
A study presented at the nongovernmental Imam Ali Foundation’s May 2017
conference in Tehran on violence against women in the country found that
32% of women in urban areas and 63% in rural areas had been victims of
domestic violence 87.
Amnesty International noted in their annual report for 2017/18 that: ‘Acts of
violence against women and girls, including domestic violence…[were]
committed with impunity.’ 88
In August 2014, the UN General Assembly stated that ‘inadequate social
service provisions challenge the State’s ability to provide safety and redress
for [domestic violence] victims.’ 89
Claims of domestic violence, even when proven, are not often adequately
punished. The sentence tends to be a fine unless the offence committed is
found to have disrupted public order and caused social insecurity in which
case a prison sentence of two to five years may be imposed (article 614 of
the Islamic Penal Code). Judicial authorities rarely make such factual
findings considering that they expect women to reconcile with their husbands
and accept violence as an “incidental” fact of family life. 90
The 2018 DFAT report noted: ‘While state and NGO shelters for abused
women exist, they are only in major cities, are poorly resourced and
advertised, and tend to focus on reconciling women with their abusive
husbands.’91
For more information see:
•

February 2018 Danish Immigration Service and Danish Refugee Council
Report

•

Center for Human Rights in Iran

USSD, 2018 human rights report (section 6), March 2019, url
CHRI, ‘Official opposes new proposal against domestic violence’, 28 August 2017
88 Amnesty International, ‘Iran 2017/2018’, February 2018, url
89 UN General Assembly, ‘Situation of human rights in Iran’ (para 18), 27 August 2014, url
90 WLUML, ‘IRAN: Gender Discrimination at Its Worst’, October-November 2014, Available on request
91 DFAT report, Iran, June 2018 (p. 33), url
86
87

Page 25 of 35

•

DFAT 2018 report (section 3.80 – 3.81)

•

Open Democracy

•

Omid Foundation

•

Iranian Red Crescent Medical Journal
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Annex A: Legal expert report
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