
Title: Enforcing the development of airspace change proposals 
IA No: DIT00405 
RPC Reference No: RPC-4396(2)-DFT 
Lead department or agency: Department for Transport 
Other departments or agencies: Civil Aviation Authority 

Summary: Intervention and Options 

Impact Assessment (IA) 
Date: 14/08/2019 
Stage: Final 
Source of, intervention: Domestic 
Type of measure: Primary legislation 
Contact for enquiries: Luke Sharpin 
(XXXX@XXXXX) 

RPC Opinion: GREEN 

Cost of Preferred (or more likely) Option 

Total Net 
Present Value 

£-14.29m 

Business Net 
Present Value 

£-14.11m 

Net cost to business per 
year (EANDCB in 2014 prices)

£1.3m 

One-In, 
Three-Out 

N/A 

Business Impact Target 
Status 

Non qualifying provision 

What is the problem under consideration? Why is government intervention necessary? 

The UK's airspace requires modernisation in the coming years as it is struggling to keep pace with the growing 
demand for aviation. If the structure of UK airspace is not upgraded we expect a sharp increase in air traffic 
delays, which will in turn create costs and disruption for passengers and businesses and lead to increased 
queuing in holding stacks, which cause unnecessary noise and emissions. While those responsible for preparing 
and submitting Airspace Change Proposals (ACPs) are expected to engage with this modernisation programme, 
legislation is required to ensure that appropriate ACPs take place in a coordinated manner when organisations 
may be unwilling or unable to do so, which could otherwise delay wider modernisation. 
There is also a risk that without legislation ACPs which could be identified as being important to deliver a wide 
range of benefits, such as noise benefits or improved access to controlled airspace, are not taken forward. 

What are the policy objectives and the intended effects? 

The policy aims to ensure that quality ACPs will be prepared and submitted in a coordinated and timely manner to 
deliver the benefits of national modernisation where airspace change sponsors are unwilling or unable to take 
these ACPs forward voluntarily. 
Legislative actions would only be used when sponsors did not voluntarily prepare and submit ACPs that have 
been identified in the masterplan to completion. This would provide greater reassurance to airports, airlines, 
consumers and communities that a masterplan of appropriate airspace changes can be delivered. 

What policy options have been considered, including any alternatives to regulation? Please justify 
preferred option (further details in Evidence Base) 

Option 0) Do nothing 
Option 1) The DIT and CAA continue to provide leadership through co-sponsoring a new Airspace Modernisation 
Strategy, including through commissioning the development of a masterplan of changes (Non-regulatory) 
Option 2) Alongside option 1, introduce legislation that provides the Secretary of State or a delegated authority 
(which would be the CAA) the power to direct airport operators/Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSPs) to: 

a) submit ACPs that have been identified as appropriate for improving the use of airspace in the UK; This
would be to an agreed timescale. 

b) cooperate with another party (airport operator/ANSP/other body) to enable that party, on behalf of the
airport operator/ANSP, to prepare and submit ACPs identified as appropriate for improving the use of airspace in 
the UK. This would be to an agreed timescale (in addition to option 2a). 
Implementation of both option 2 powers is preferred, alongside option 1 (i.e. Option 2b). This would provide 
a backstop to ensure that appropriate ACPs are undertaken, while providing support for private sector delivery in 
the first instance. 

Will the policy be reviewed? It will not be reviewed. If applicable, set review date: N/A 

Does implementation go beyond minimum EU requirements? 

Are any of these organisations in scope? 

What is the C02 equivalent change in greenhouse gas emissions? 
(Million tonnes C02 equivalent) 

Micro 
Yes 

N/A 

Small 
Yes 

Traded: 
N/A 

Mediu Large 
m 
Yes Yes 

Non-traded: 
N/A 

I have read the Impact Assessment and I am satisfied that, given the available evidence, it represents a 
reasonable view of the likely costs, benefits and impact of the leading options. 

Signed by the responsible 
Minister: Date : 2../ Oc..fobu 2.ol 'I 




































































