
Detailed analysis of fires, England; April 2018 to March 2019 

Primary fires comprised 40% of all fires attended by Fire and Rescue Services {FRSs) in 2078/79 . 
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he most common source of ignition for fires aren't those that lead to the most fire-related fatalitie 
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Cooking appliances were 
the source of ignition in 48% 
of accidental dwelling fires 
but only 8% of fire-related 

fatalities were in fires 
ignited by cooking 

appliances. 

Smokers' materials (such as 
• • • 

cigarettes, cigars or pipe 
tobacco) ignited only 8% of 

accidental dwelling fires yet 
those fires led to almost 34% 

of fire-related fatalities. 

*Other: space and central and water heating appliances, blowlamps, welding and cutting equipment, candles,
cigarette lighters and matches.

The likelihood of dying in a fire is not uniform across age groups or gender 

The rate of fire-related 
fatalities (deaths per million 
people) generally increases 

with age. 

Men are more likely to die as a 
result of a fire than women, 
with the greatest difference 

in the 40 to 54 age band*. 

Men 80 years and over had the 
highest fire-related fatality 

rate of any demographic. 
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*Excluding the age bands where the numbers are too small to compare.
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July 2078 had the highest daily rate of fires, caused by the hot dry summer 
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The high rate of f ires in July 2018 was driven by fires in 'grassland, woodland and crops', 
which had a daily rate more than two and half times as high as the peak for that type of 

fire in the previous year. 

Fires in dwellings, other buildings and road vehicles showed relatively little seasonality. 

For data sources and definitions of the types of fire and other 
incidents described in this sheet, see this page: 
https://www.gov.uk/ government/ collections/fire-statistics 

For more information contact the Fire Statistics team: 
FireStatistics@homeoffice.gov.uk 


