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Claims 

l.__A kit comprising: 

a. a beverage cup; 

b. nfusible mati erial used in the preparation of the beverage in a closed compartment on 

withi11 the cup; and 

'h~lid +,!+for athe beverage cup, comprising: 

a!. a lid body+;!-); 

ll~. a beverage aperture \'+defined on a recessed area of the lid body through which a 

beverage can exit the lid for drinking when the lid is on a beverage cup; the beverage 

aperture further comprising a filter for filtering the beverage before it is drank; and 

€iii. a drinking rim {-:l-0)-on the lid f-l+which is raised relative to the beverage aperture+½, 

d,--;md-thafa€tefise<l iA tlaatwhere111 the lid is arranged so that, in use for drinking, the 

beverage exits through the beverage aperture fB-and flows along the lid toward the 

15 drinking rim (-10) so that the user can see the beverage after it has exited the beverage 

aperture f-5-)-and before it reaches the rim-f-lGJ when the cup is held in a drinking position. 

2. A I'd for a beverage cupl<it according to claim 1, wherein the aperture comprises an area of the 

lid in which there is defined at least 20 apertures, the apertures being large enough to allow a 

20 beverage to be drank through the lid whilst obstructing passage of a filtrate material. 

I 3. A liB[<i.t according to Claim 2 wherein there are provided at least 40, preferably at least 50 

apertures in the lid. 

251 4. A li4tl! according to any preceding claim wherein the filtrate is tea leaves and the lid is 

arranged to filter out tea leaf residue from loose tea leaves within the beverage cup, or 

wherein the filtrate is coffee grinds and the lid is arranged to filter out coffee residue from 

loose ground coffee beans within the beverage cup. 

30 :;,. .... A kit compr'si·og: 

a. a beverage cup; 

t,, .. ,c,1, in f u :, i b I e 01 at e r i a I u s;,Ei-iA-#!e--fJ-f-€-lhlfilBBB--O/. f11e--oe>ve+ag-e-•ifhl--c-i-esecl-~41f>Af 

c. and a lid according to any of claims 1 to 'I for the beve:--age cup. 

35 
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&20 .A kit according to ;i_Qy_prgcg_cJing_G,laim, §..wherein the closed compartment is closed with an 

airtight tear-off member. 

+LA kit according to ilJ:IV preceding G£laim S or Claim €i wherein the compartment comprises a tub 

5 inserted into the cup, and optionally 

wherein the tub is dimensioned to sit in the bottom of the cup, 

and further optionally wherein the tub has a tub mouth the periphery of which runs about and 

abuts the inside wall of the cup. 

10 I i'r.L._A kit according to claim §..._L_wherein the infusible material used in the preparation of a 

beverage is tea leaf or ground coffee. 

15 

20 

9-.§.,_A method for dispensation of a beverage comprising the steps of: 

a. providing a ~}t~<::SQ!~~,i,Q_gJ:_g ... ;=1.!JY.J~receding_sJ_~frDbeverage cup; 

h.----p revl-9+A g---a-n- --iR fL-ts-ihl-e-+na-t ,e,f+aJ--.. used-- in-----th-e---13 i::e-p-ar-at--i-e-R--af:-------t--Re----0e-ve-rage-~-A---.a---Elesed

compartment within tl~ 

cl?_. opening the closed compartment; a.id 

e£. infusing the material with a liquid to form the beveragej--iffitl 

e. providing a lid accordin.; to any o-i: claims 1 to 4 on tbe beverage cup, the lid havlne a filt.e.f4& 

Hiter o:.1t the infusible material from the beverage. 

A method according to Claim 9 Nhercir- the cup and 

lid take the forrn of a kit according to any of Claims S to g. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The presenl invention relates to drinking ves- 5 

[0010J-lfl-<>ne-aspec-Hae-irweF>tien-prevides-a-kil-ae
e<mling~e-€laim-5' 
[00111 This provides a beverage of freshly made qual
ity but in a disposable cup. 
[0012] The closed compartment may be closed with 
an airtight peel-off member such as a tear-off cover such 
as a foil. 
[0013] The compartment may be a tub inserted into 
the cup and optionally is dimensioned to sit in the bottom 

sels and in particular drinking vessels which have a cup 
and a drink-through lid on the cup. Of particular interest 
are disposable cups. Disposable cups are often given 
out with beverage sales for example from shops, on air
lines, in public arenas such as theatres, cinemas, stadi
ums etc. The beverage is often tea or coffee. Typically 
the cup is designed as a take-away disposable cup the 
lid for preventing spillage of the liquid whilst being carried. 

10 of the cup. The tub desirably plugs into the bottom of the 
cup and has a tub mouth the periphery of which runs 
about and abuts the inside wall of the cup. 

Background to the Invention 15 

[0002] Many types of drinking vessel have existed. 
These include vessels designed for various purposes in
cluding those having spouts or nozzles on a lid and 
through which the liquid to be drank must be sucked. 20 

Such arrangements are typically used on baby cups in 
particular to avoid spillage. 
[0003] US Patent No. 5,657,898 describes a drink
through lid for a beverage cup which has a mechanism 
to suspend a tea bag by its drawstring out of contact wlth 25 
liquid in the container. A similar system is described in 
US Patent No. 7,806,044. 
[0004] US Patent no. 6,076.450 discloses a drink
through lid for a beverage cup that has a pocket in which 
coffee grinds are placed. Above the pocket is an upper 30 

filter formed by a mesh, and below it is a lower filter 
formed by paper. Hot water is poured in through the top 
of the lid and thus the upper mesh filter through the coffee 

[0014] The drink-through lid may comprise: 

a lid body; 
a drink-through aperture defined in the lid body 
through which a beverage can exit the lid for drinking 
when the lid is on a beverage cup; whereby the drink
through aperture comprises an area of the lid in 
which there is defined at least 20 apertures, the ap
ertures being large enough to allow a beverage to 
be drank through the lid whilst obstructing passage 
of a filtrate material from the beverage cup. 

[0015] The advantage of the present invention is that 
a filter is associated with the drink-through aperture for 
filtering the beverage before it is drank. This means that 
drinks prepared from insoluble matter, such as tea 
leaves, coffee grinds, etc can be made within the bever~ 
age cup. There is then no need to worry about particular 
matter ending up in the mouth of a person using the bev-
erage cup to drink. It means that freshly prepared bev
erages are possible, particularly freshly prepared coffee. 
This obviates the necessity to use items such as teabags, and then filters through the tower filter and into the con

tainer. The arrangement allows coffee to be infused into 
the hot water but prevents particulate matter from enter
ing the cup as it is retained in the lid. 

35 or coffee powder formed by dehydrating coffee (some-

[0005] US Patent Publication No. 2008/0035652 pro
vides a disposable drink-through lid with a filter screen. 
The filter is attached to the underside of the lid and ex- 40 

tends across the entire area of the underside of the lid 
thus filtering all liquid before ii reaches a relatively large 
drinking aperture on the lid. 

times referred to as "instant coffee") solution. The filter 
is integrally formed as part of the lid. No additional com
ponents need to be attached to the lid. Desirably the lid 
is made of a plastics material. For example a thermofor
ming process can be utilised. The apertures may be 
formed as the lid is formed, or in subsequent aperture
forming step such as a punching step. 
[0016] The apertures are of sufficient size and distri
bution so that a person drinking from the cup will not need [0006] US 2009/0065518 A1 discloses a lid according 

to the preamble of claim 1. 
[0007] Typically with such lids, it is common for a user 
to spill a beverage while drinking. It is thus desirable to 
provide a lid which reduces the tendency of a user to spill 

45 to apply any substantial suction pressure to the cup to 
bring a beverage through the lid and into their mouth. 
The lid is thus constructed so that it is one through which 
a user can drink a beverage whilst the !id filters the bev-

a beverage while drinking. 
[0008] Notwithstanding the prior ar, it is desirable lo 50 

provide a beverage container which enables the prepa
ration of drinks from infusible materials within the con
tainer as well as an alternative lid for the container. 

erage. 
[0017] Desirably at least 40, preferably at least 50 ap
ertures are formed. The greater the number of apertures 
the more liquid can be imbibed at any given time. 
[0018] Desirably the drink-through aperture forms part 
of a mouthpiece through which a user drinks the bever-

Summary of the Invention 55 age. 
kit 

[0009] The invention relates to a lie according to claim 
1. 

2 

[0019] Suitably the areaoflhe lid in which the apertures 
are provided comprises a visual indicator to a user as to 
where to place their mouth. This is desirably a recessed 
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area so that the apertures are then provided in the re
cessed area. II is desirable that the drink-through aper
ture comprises a border frame about the recessed area. 
Again this highlights the drink-through aperture. 

that the user can see the beverage after it has exited the 
beverage aperture and before it reaches the rim (when 
the cup is held in a drinking position, the lid is on the cup 
and there is a beverage in the cup) and the lid additionally 

[0020] The border frame may comprise apertures 
which also filler the beverage and will be large enough 
to allow a beverage to be drank through the lid whilst 
obstructing passage of a filtrate material from the bever
age container. 

s has drink-through aperture defined in the lid body through 
which a beverage can exit the lid for drinking when the 
lid is on a beverage cup; and characterised in that the 
drink-through aperture comprises an area of the lid in 
which there is defined at least 20 apertures. the apertures 

[0021] The filtrate may be any insoluble material which 
is a component in the formation of a beverage, for exam
ple tea leaves. In such a case the lid is arranged to filter 
out tea leaf residue from loose tea leaves within the bev
erage cup_ Fresh tea leaves can thus be used and they 
can be used loose - that is they are free to circulate within 
the beverage cup. There is no requirement for any other 
strainer, filter or trap of any sort for the tea leaves. 
[0022] Where the filtrate is coffee grinds the lid is ar-

10 being large enough to allow a beverage to be drank 
through the lid whilst obstructing passage of a filtrate ma
terial from the beverage. 
[0029] A skilled person will appreciate the permuta
tions of number, shape, size and distribution of apertures 

15 that will fulfil the function of the apertures of the present 
invenlion. Apertures do not need to be uniform in size, 
shape or distribution. For example apertures may be pro
vided that are from 50 to 300 microns in diameter. for 

ranged to filter out coffee residue from ground coffee 
beans within the beverage cup. Again there is no require- 20 

ment for any other means of capturing the particulate 
material. 
[0023] According to the invention the lid is arranged so 
that, in use for drinking, the beverage exits through the 
beverage aperture and flows along the lid toward the 25 

drinking rim so that the user can see the beverage after 
it has exited the beverage aperture and before it reaches 
the rim when the cup is held in a drinking position. 
[0024] Such an arrangement is very desirable because 
it dramatically reduces the tendency of a user to spill the 30 

beverage. In particular, because the user can see the 
beverage as it flows out of the lid, they are less likely to 

example 75 to 275 microns in the diameter, such as 100 
to 250 microns in diameter. In terms of number will typ
ically be at least 50, for example at least 100, such as at 
least 150, typically about 200 apertures in the lid. The 
distance between adjacent apertures may be at least 2 
microns, for example at least 6 microns and typically 10 
microns. Where the apertures used are not uniform in 
size/shape and/or the distance between adjacent aper-
tures ls not uniform then these values can represent av
erage values for the apertures and/or distance. The filter 
may be comprised of a material in which the intermolecu
lar forces between the fluid and the apertures is sufficient 
to allow a fluid to pass through the apertures when the 
cup is held in a drinking position. For example, the ma
terial may be a nylon plastics material. 
[0030] The present invention includes the assembly 

spill it. In particular with conventional lids, the user cannot 
typically see the liquid before ii is drank. This means the 
user Is more likely to miss some of the liquid and/or pour 
too much liquid out at one time, leading to spillage. 
[0025] Desirably the beverage aperture is formed in an 
area of the lid that is a lower position relative to an outer 

35 formed when a kit of the present invention is assembled. 
[0031] As above the beverage cup comprises a sealed 
compartment in which a material used in the preparation 
of the beverage is held and which is opened for use of 
the material during preparation of the beverage. This 
keeps the contents of the cup fresh until use. The material 
used in the preparation of a beverage may be any ma
terial that leaves behind a solid residue that becomes the 
filtrate for the cup. For example the filtrate may be tea 
leaf or ground coffee. 

rim of the lid. Desirably a wall portion of the drinking rim 
extends downwards to a lower position relative to an out- 40 

er rim of the lid. The !ower position can be a position 
proximate the beverage aperture and/or the aperture can 
extend into the wall portion. If the beverage aperture com
prises a series of apertures one or more of those aper
tures can be formed in the wall portion. 45 [0032] The invention also relates to a melhod far-<lis

lioA sf a aevorage CGITT~risiAg ltle--Sleps.ol;.. [0026] The wall portion forms a fluid bed along which. 
in use for drinking, the beverage runs toward an upper 
part of the drinking rim. 
[0027] Desirably the lid further comprises a filter asso
ciated with the beverage aperture for fi llering the bever- so 
age before it is drank. This means that the lid can be 
used where there are insoluble particles in liquid, for ex
ample tea leaves or coffee grinds. 
[0028] Desirably both aspects of the invention may be 
combined in an embodiment. This means that within the 55 

kit of the invention the lid may be arranged so that, in use 
for drinking, the beverage exits through the beverage ap
erture and flows along the !id toward the drinking rim so 

3 

(a) viding a beverage cup; 
(b) prov, an infusible material used in the prep
aration of th everage in a closed compartment 
within the cup; 
(c) opening the close mpartment; 
(d) infusing the material wit liquid to form the bev-
erage; and 
(e) providing a drink-through lid acco ·ng to claims 
1-4 on the beverage cup, the lid having a , to filler 
out the infusible material from the beverage. 

according to claim 8. 
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claimed. 

Claims 
[Insert amended claims 1 to 8] 5 

A lid (1) for a beverage cup comprising: 

a. a lid body (2); 
b. a beverage aperture (5) defined on a recessed 
area of lhe lid body through which a beverage 10 

can exit the lid for drinking when the lid is on a 
beverage cup; the beverage aperture furlher 

mprising a filter for filtering the beverage be
i e lt is drank; 
c. drinkingrim(10)onthelid(1)whichisraised 15 

rel ive lo the beverage aperture (5), 

d. a characterised in that the lid is arranged 
so th t, in use for drinking, the beverage exits 
lhroug the beverage aperture (5) and flows 
along I lid toward the drinking rim (10) so that 20 

the user an see the beverage after it has exited 
the bever e aperture (5) and before it reaches 
the rim (10 when lhe cup is held in a drinking 
position. 

2. A lid for a beverage up according to claim 1, wherein 

25 

the aperture compr es an area of the lid in which 
there is defined at le st 20 apertures, lhe apertures 
being large enough to llow a beverage to be drank 
through the lid whilst ob tructing passage of a filtrate 30 

material. 

3. A lid according to Claim 2 erein there are provided 
al least 40, preferably at lea I 50 apertures in the lid. 

4. A !id according to any prece ·ng claim wherein the 
filtrate is tea leaves and the Ii is arranged to filter 
out tea leaf residue from loose t a leaves within the 
beverage cup, or 

35 

wherein the filtrate is coffee grind and the lid is ar- 40 

ranged to filter out coffee residue fr m loose ground 
coffee beans within the beverage c 

5. A kit comprising: 

a. a beverage cup; 
b. an infusible material used in the p paration 
of the beverage in a closed compartm nt within 
the cup; 

45 

c. and a lid according to any of claims 1 4 for so 
the beverage cup. 

6. A kil according to Claim 5 wherein the closed m-
partment is closed with an airtight tear-off memb r. 

7. A kit according to Claim 5 or Claim 6 wherein the 
compartment comprises a tub inserted into the cup, 
and optionally 

55 

6 

herein the tub 1s d1mens1oned to sit m the bottom 
the cup, 

a d further optionally wherein the tub has a tub 
m uth the periphery of which runs about and abuts 
the ·nside wall of the cup. 

8. A kil ccording to claim 5 wherein the infusible ma
terial sed in the preparation of a beverage is lea 
leaf or round coffee. 

9. A metho for dispensation of a beverage comprising 
the steps f: 

a. prov ing a beverage cup; 
b. provi ing an infusible material used in the 
preparatI n of the beverage in a closed com
partment ithin the cup; 
c. opening he closed compartment; 
d. infusing t e material with a liquid to form the 
beverage; a d 
e. providing a id according to any of claims 1 to 
4 on the beve ge cup, the lid having a filter to 
filter out the in sible material from the bever
age. 

10. A method according t Claim 9 wherein the cup and 
lid take the form of a kr according to any of Claims 
5 to 8. 

Patentansprilche 

1. Deckel (1) fur einen Getrank echer, der Folgendes 
aufweist: 

a. einen Deckelkorper (2); 

b. eine GetrankeOffnung (5) die an einem aus• 
genommenen Bereich des cke!k6rpers defi. 
niert ist. durch welche eine etrank aus dem 
Decke! zum Trinken austreten kann, wenn der 
Deckel auf dem Getrankebech r ist; wobei die 
GetrankeOffnung weiter einen ilter aufweist, 
um das Getrank zu filtern, bevor es getrunken 
wird; 
c. einen Trinkrand (10) an dem De kel (1), der 
relativ zur Getrankeoffnung (5) erh en ist, 
d. und dadurch gekennzeichnet, da s der De
ckelso angeordnetist, dass beiderVe endung 
zum Trinken das GetrBnk durch die tranke
offnung (5) auslrill und enllang des Dec els zur 
Trinkkante (10)flie~t. sodass der Anwen erdas 
Getrank sehen kann, nachdem es aus d r Ge• 
trankeoffnung (5) ausgetreten ist und bev r es 
die Kan le (10) erreicht. wenn der Becher in ·ner 
Trinkposition gehallen wird. 

2. Deckel fur einen GetrBnkebecher nach Anspruch 
wobei die Offnung einen Bereich des Deckels au 
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sprOche 1 bis 4 auf dem Getr8nkebecher, wobei 
der Deckel einen Filter hat, um das Aufgussma
terial aus dem Getrank zu filtern. 

\ ist, in dem zumindest 20 bffnungen definiert sind, 

wo ei die bffnungen grol!genug sind, um zu gestatM 
ten, ss ein Getrank durch den Deckel getrunken 
werde kann, wahrend sie das Ourchlaufen eines 

FilterrGc tandsmaterials behindern. 

3. Deckel nach nspruch 2. wobei zumindest 40, vor
zugsweise zu 'ndest 50 Offnungen in dem Deckel 

s 10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei der Becher und 
der Deckel die Form eines Bausatzes nach einem 
der AnsprOche 5 bis 8 annehmen. 

10 Revendlcatlons 

4. Deckel nach einem rhergehenden Anspruch, woM 
bei der Filterr0ckstan eebl8.tter ist, und wobei der 
Deckel so angeordnet is dass er Teeblattreste van 
losen T eeblattern in dem etrankebecher ausfiltert 
oder wobei der FilterrOcksta\d gemahlener Kaffee 1s 
ist, und wobei der Deckel so ~°'{eordnet ist, dass er 
Kaffeereste aus losen gemahlen n Kaffeebohnen in 

dem Getr8.nkebecher ausfiltert. 

5. Bausatz, der Folgendes aufweist: 

a, einen Getrflnkebecher; 
b. ein Aufgussmaterial, welches bei de Zube
reitung elnes Getrankes verwendet wird · ei-

20 

nem geschlossenen Abteil in dem Becher; 25 

c. und einen Deckel nach einem der Anspr0c 
1 bis 4 fur den Getrankebecher. 

6. Bausatz nach Anspruch 5, wobei das gesch!ossene 
Abteil mit einem luftdichten Abziehglied verschlos- 30 

sen ist. 

7. Bausatz nach Anspruch 5 oder Anspruch 6, wobei 
das Abteil ein Rohr aufweist, welches in den Becher 

1. Couvercle (1) pour un gobelet ccmprenant: 

a. un corps de couvercle (2) ; 
b. une ouverture de boisson (5} d8finie sur une 
zone evidee du corps de couvercle a travers la

quel!e une boisson peut sortir du couvercle pour 
la boire, !orsque le couvercle est sur un go be let ; 
l'ouverture de boisson comprenant en outre un 

filtre pour filtrer la boisson avant qu'elle ne soit 

bue: 
c. un rebord pour boire (10) sur le couvercle (1) 
qui est releve par rapport a l'ouverture de bois

son (5), 
d. et caracterise en ce que le couverc!e est 

agence de sorte que, a l'usage pour boire, la 
boisson sort par l'ouverture de boisson (5} et 
s'ecoule le long du couvercle vers le rebord pour 

boire (10) de sorte que l'utilisateur peut voir la 
boisson apres qu'elle est sortie de !'ouverture 

de boisson (5) et avant qu'elle n'atteigne le re
bard (10) lorsque le gobelet est maintenu dans 
une position pour bolre. 

eingefOhrt ist und 35 2. Cou rt;le pour un gobelet se!on la revendication 1, 
dans l uel l'ouverture comprend une zone du cou~ 

vercle d s laquelle on definit au mains 20 ouvertu~ 

res, les o ertures etant assez grandes pour per
metlre a un oisson d'etre bue a travers le couver
c!e tout en em echant_le passage d'un materiau de 

filtrat. 

wobei optional das Rohr so dimensioniert ist, dass 

es am Boden des Bechers sitzt, 
und wobei noch weiterhin optional das Rohr eine 
RohrmOndung hat, wobei dessen Umfang um die 
lnnenwand des Bechers verl3ufl und daran anliegt. 40 

8. Bausatz nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Aufgussmate

rial, welches bei der Zubereitung eines Getrankes 
verwendet wird, Teeb!atter oder gemahlener Kaffee 
ist. 45 

9. Verfahren zum Abgeben eines Getranks, welches 
folgende Schritte aufweist: 

a. Vorsehen eines Getr3nkebechers; 50 
b. Vorsehen bzw. Anordnen eines Aufgussma

terials, welches bei der Zubereitung eines Ge
tranks verwendet wird in einem geschlossenen 

Abteil in dem Becher: 
c. Offnen des geschlossenen Abteils. 55 

d. Aufgie~en des Materials mit einer Flussigkeit, 
um das Getrank zu bi!den: und 

e. Vorsehen eines Deckels nach einem der An-

7 

3. Couvercle selon la vendication 2, dans lequel on 
prevoit au mains 40, e pr~ference au mains 50 

ouvertures dans le cou rcle. 

4. Couverc!e se!on rune que anque des revendica

tions precedentes, dans leq el le filtrat est des 
feuilles de the et le couvercle es agence pour filtrer 

les residus de feuilles de the des euilles de the en 
vrac a l'interieur du gobelet, au 

dans lequel le filtrat est des grains ea moulus et le 
couvercle est age nee pour filtrer les res us de cafe 
des grains de cafe moulus en vrac a l'in rieur du 

gobelet. 

5. Kit comprenant: 
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a. un gobelet : 
b. une matiere pouvant etre infusee ulills0edans 
la preparation de la boisson dans un comparti
ment ferme a l'interieur du gobelet; 
c. et un couvercle selon l'une quelconque des s 
revendications 1 a 4 pour le gobelet. 

6. Kits Ion la revendication 5, dans leque! le compar
timent erme est ferme avec un element d0chirable 
elanch a !'air. 10 

7. Kit selon revendication 5 au la revendication 6, 
dans leque! ecompartimentcomprend un bacinsere 
dans le gobe et, et facultativement 
dans lequel le bac est dimensionne pour s'installer 15 

au fond du gob let, 
et en outre facult tivement dans lequel le bac a une 
bouche de bac do t la peripherie s'etend auteur et 
vient en butee cont la paroi int€:rieure du gobelet. 

8. Kit selon la revendica ·on 5, dans !equel la matiere 

pouvant Hre infusee ut ·see dans la preparation de 
la boisson est des feuille de the ou du cafe moulu. 

20 

9. Precede pour distribuer u boisson, comprenant 25 

les etapes consistant a : 

a. prevoir un gobelet ; 
b. prevoir une matit3:re pouv 
lisee dans la preparation de I boissan dans un 3o 

compartiment ferme a l'lnterie du gobelet; 
c. ouvrir le compartiment ferme , 
d, infuser la matiere avec un liqui e afin de for
mer la boisson ; et 
e. prevoir un couvercle se!on rune elconque Js 
des revendications 1 a 4 sur le gobel t, le cou
vercle ayant un fillre pour filtrer la mati re pou
vant etre infusee de la boisson. 

10. Precede selon la revendication 9, dans lequel I o- 40 

belet et le couvercle prennent la forme d'un kit se n 
l'une quelconque des revendications 5 a B. 

45 
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