Annex 4 Summary of Questions and feedback form - Consultation on Implementation of the Nitrates Directive in England

Name/ Organisation Name
_________________________
Reference Number (for official use only)
_________

	Question 
	Yes

agree(✓)
	No

Disagree(✓)
	Supplementary Question
	Comment

	Question 1

Do you prefer Option 1 (continuing with discrete NVZ designations) or Option 2 (applying the Action Programme to a ‘Whole England’ NVZ)? 
	
	
	The Department would welcome comments on the advantages and disadvantages of the two options and the reasons why you prefer one over the other.
	

	Question 2  
This section is included mainly to provide information as to our current thinking.  Do you consider that the Tribunal Procedure First-tier Tribunal (General Regulatory Chamber) Rules 2009 are currently suitable to cover these appeals against designations of Nitrate Vulnerable Zones?
	
	
	
	

	Question 3

Do you agree that crop available nitrogen from all types of organic manures should count towards the Nmax limits?
	
	
	
	

	Question 4

Do you agree with the proposed changes to the livestock manure N efficiency standard values used in Nmax?
	
	
	What concerns or benefits do you think this change may raise?


	

	Question 5

Do you consider the limit of 500 kg/ha of compost total N in any 2 year period is workable?
	
	
	Are there any working restrictions we should consider to ensure we are not creating any unintended adverse consequences?
	

	Question 6  
Do you agree that a limit of 1000 kg/ha of compost total N in any 4 year period when used as a mulch is workable?
	
	
	Do you have concerns or benefits that such a change may raise?
	

	Question 7

Do you consider the Department should renew the Derogation?
	
	
	
	

	Question 8

Which of the 3 closed spreading period options do you prefer?
	Option1

(✓)
	Option 2 (✓)
	Option 3

(✓)
	Do you have any comments or further evidence on any of the options that you think ministers should be aware of?
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Question 9

Do you support the above closed spreading period based on rainfall banding?
	
	
	What additional advantages or disadvantages do you see with this problem?
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	Question 
	Yes

agree(✓)
	No

Disagree(✓)
	Supplementary Question
	Comment

	Question 10 

Do you think that reducing the quantity of slurry that can be spread immediately after the closed period is a better mechanism for managing nitrate leaching than extending the closed periods?

If the application rate during this period were reduced, do you agree with the suggested reductions in the rate of application?
	
	
	What further points should the Government take into account when considering this issue?


	

	Question 11 

Do you agree with the proposals to reduce the minimum distance for spreading slurry near watercourses if a precision slurry spreader is used?

Is the proposed minimum distance from watercourses (6 metres) correct, or does it pose an unacceptable risk of pollution?
	
	
	Do you have any comments on how this proposal could work or be improved?


	

	Question 12

Do you agree with this proposed change to the SSAFO calculation?
	
	
	What other factors should ministers consider?


	

	Question 13

Do you agree that the Action Programme does not require any amendments with respect to the storage of solid livestock manures?
	
	
	
	

	Question 14

Do you have ideas that will reduce the burden of record-keeping while maintaining environmental protection? 
	
	
	Are there any situations where we should not reduce record-keeping?
	

	Question 15  
What low intensity farming systems do you consider should not have to keep Nitrates Regulations records?  We would be interested to discuss suggestions with those responsible for running such schemes.


	
	
	Should “low intensity” be defined in terms of the Nmax limit, manure nitrogen loadings, or both?  Or should other factors be part of the definition (and if so, what are they)?  For your preferred way of defining “low intensity”, what level(s) of the relevant measures would be appropriate?
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agree(✓)
	No

Disagree(✓)
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	Question 16

Do you think cover crops should be included in the Action Programme?

If so, have we identified the correct circumstances (sandy soils over groundwater) for their use?
	
	
	Are the suggested dates appropriate?  If not, what dates would you suggest?

What ‘actions’ do you consider should be defined to show compliance?
	

	Question 17 

Do you agree that the exemption in Regulation 6 should be repealed?

Do you think the deadline for doing so (22 December 2015) is the right one?
	
	
	
	

	Question 18

Do you agree that a person constructing a store should notify the EA of his/her intention to do so before firmly committing to the project?
	
	
	How might we improve this provision?


	

	Question 19

Do you consider all the measures should be implemented from 1 January 2013?
	
	
	
	


Thank you for your input. The closing date for this consultation is 16 March 2012.  Please send to the following email address:

nitratesdirectiveteam@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Or by post to: Nitrates Team, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Area 2B, Ergon House, Horseferry Road, London, SW1P 2AL
