
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Childcare and parenting
        
	
          Financial help if you have children
        








     

    

    
      
          


  
    



  
    Child Benefit when your child turns 16
  



  




  
    
      

    
      Your Child Benefit stops on 31 August on or after your child’s 16th birthday if they leave education or training. It continues if they stay in approved education or training, but you must tell HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC).


You’ll be sent a letter in your child’s last year at school asking you to confirm their plans.  Only the person who is claiming Child Benefit can update HMRC about their child’s plans.



This guide is also available in Welsh (Cymraeg).




Approved education


Education must be full-time (more than an average of 12 hours a week supervised study or course-related work experience) and can include:


	A levels or similar, for example Pre-U, International Baccalaureate
	T levels
	Scottish Highers
	NVQs and most vocational qualifications up to level 3 - not including advanced apprenticeships
	home education - if it started before your child turned 16 or after 16 if they have special needs

	traineeships in England



Your child must be accepted onto the course before they turn 19.



You cannot get Child Benefit if your child is studying an ‘advanced’ course, such as a university degree or BTEC Higher National Certificate, or if a course is paid for by an employer.




Tell HMRC that your child is staying in approved education


Tell HMRC that your child is staying in approved education or training using the CH297 online form.


If your child is leaving approved education


Tell HMRC if your child is leaving approved education or training.


Approved training


Approved training should be unpaid and can include:


	in Wales: Foundation Apprenticeships, Traineeships or the Jobs Growth Wales+ scheme
	in Scotland: the No One Left Behind programme
	in Northern Ireland: PEACE IV Children and Young People 2.1, Training for Success or Skills for Life and Work



Courses that are part of a job contract are not approved.


If your child is staying in approved training


Tell HMRC if your child is staying in approved education or training.


If your child is leaving approved training


Tell HMRC if your child is leaving approved education or training.


Temporary breaks


Contact HMRC about breaks in your child’s education or training, for example if they change college. You might get Child Benefit during the break.


When approved education or training ends


When your child leaves approved education or training, payments will stop at the end of February, 31 May, 31 August or 30 November (whichever comes first).


Apply for an extension


You could get Child Benefit for 20 weeks (called an ‘extension’) if your child leaves approved education or training and either:


	registers with their local careers service, Connexions (or a similar organisation in Northern Ireland, the European Union, Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein)
	signs up to join the armed forces



You can either:


	apply for the extension online
	
contact HMRC to apply for the extension



To qualify your child must:


	be 16 or 17
	work less than 24 hours a week
	not get certain benefits (for example Income Support)



You must have been entitled to Child Benefit immediately before they left the approved education or training and apply for it within 3 months of them leaving.


Other ways to report


Contact HMRC to report plans or changes.
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      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

